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Event Co-Sponsored by the Miami-Florida European Union Center of Excellence and  

the Miami Innovation Center  

 

Presentation Participants: Biographical Notes  

 

Dr. Irene Norstedt 

Head of Unit for the Personalized Medicine Unit in the Health Research Directorate in DG 

Research and Innovation – European Commission 
 

Irene Norstedt is Acting Head of Unit for the Personalized Medicine Unit in the Health Research 

Directorate in DG Research and Innovation. She has been working with European life sciences 

research aspects at the European Commission since 1996. She was one of the key drivers for setting 

up the Innovative Medicines Initiative (IMI), a public private partnership between the EC and the 

Pharmaceutical industry. Previous responsibilities at the EC have primarily focused on Small and 

Medium size Enterprises and industry aspects of biotechnology and health research at European 

level. Before starting her job in Brussels she worked for Biscore AB in Uppsala, Sweden. There 

she had several positions including Business Development for the Drug Discovery and Food 

Analysis areas and Technical Services Manager. She has also worked as Assistant Technical 

Attaché at the Swedish Embassy in London.  

 

 

Dr. Iiro Eerola 

Scientific Project Officer in the European Commission, DG Research and Innovation, 

Directorate for Health in the Unit for Personalised Medicine – European Commission 
 

Dr. Iiro Eerola is a Scientific Project Officer in the European Commission, DG Research and 

Innovation, Directorate for Health in the Unit for Personalised Medicine. He joined the 

Commission in 2004 and has been working on Rare Diseases since February 2012. He holds M.D. 

and Ph.D. from the University of Turku, Finland. He has done also an MBA at the United Business 

Institutes, in Brussels, Belgium. Before joining the Commission he has worked in the Academy of 

Finland, in the Christian Duve Institute of Cellular Pathology & Université Catholique de Louvain, 

Brussels, Belgium and at the University of Turku, Finland. 

 

           
 

Presentation EU Funding Research and Innovation 



Dr. James Gavigan 
Minister Counselor for Research and Innovation, and Head of the Science, Technology, and Innovation 

Section, Delegation of the European Union to the USA 
James has been Minister-Counselor for research and innovation and Head of the Science, Technology and 

Education section at the European Union’s Delegation to the United States in Washington DC since Sept. 2012. 

He liaises between the European Commission, US Federal Agencies and other US stakeholders on strategic areas 

of EU-US research and innovation cooperation, currently concentrating on priorities including marine/ Arctic, 

critical materials, health and transportation as well as the research and innovation implications of the 

Transatlantic Trade and Investment Partnership (TTIP). He coordinates EU-relevant activities among US-based 

Science Counsellors from EU Member States. He undertakes outreach on Horizon 2020 and other initiatives 

(e.g. Destination Europe) as well as regular Counselor duties. 

From Sept. 2006 to Aug. 2012, James was Head of the European Commission’s "European Research Area (ERA) 

Policy Unit" where he oversaw expansion of a partnership approach to EU research policy between the European 

Commission, EU member states and research stakeholders and increased policy coordination between national 

and EU-levels. He was responsible for launching a new ERA policy strategy “A reinforced ERA partnership for 

excellence and growth” (July 2012) and five related cooperation agreements between the European Commission 

and European research stakeholder organisations. Prior to this, he oversaw preparation and follow-up of five 

ERA partnership initiatives (2008) on joint programming, research careers, infrastructures, knowledge 

circulation and international cooperation.  

From 2003 to 2006, James worked on the European Commission’s Research Investment Action Plan and the 

research policy aspects of the Lisbon Strategy, including as acting Head of Unit in 2006.  

From 1995 to 2003 he worked on science and technology policy foresight at the European Commission’s 

Institute for Prospective Technological Studies in Seville, Spain.  

From 1990 to 1995, he was European Commission Scientific Project Officer for R&D support schemes to small 

and medium-sized firms (1992-95), and for advanced functional materials R&D - magnetic materials, 

superconductors and synthetic diamond (1990-92).  

From 1985 to 1990, he worked as a research physicist in the CNRS, Grenoble (FR) and Trinity College (IRL) - 

with research periods at CNR-MASPEC (IT), the University of Birmingham (UK) and Nijmegen University 

(NL) - on the intrinsic magnetic properties of rare earth-transition metal borides and magnetic thin films.  

James has a BAMod (1985) and a PhD (1988) in Physics from Trinity College Dublin (IRL), and a Master's in 

Public Administration (2003) from the University of Warwick (UK). He speaks English, French, Spanish and 

some Irish and Italian.  

http://casgroup.fiu.edu/events/docs/2974/1379949116_Bio_James_Gavigan.pdf 

 

 

Dr. Alexandra Quittner 
Professor of Psychology, Pediatrics, Otolaryngology 
Director, Child Division – University of Miami 
Alexandra L. Quittner is a Professor in the Department of Psychology at the University of Miami and has been 

conducting research on children with chronic illnesses and disabilities and their families for over 16 years. Her 

research has been continuously funded since 1986 by the National Institutes of Health, the Cystic Fibrosis 

Foundation, and the March of Dimes Birth Defects Foundation. She received a FIRST Award and a Research 

Career Development Award from NIH and was the recipient of the 2001 Distinguished Research Award from 

Division 54 of the American Psychological Association. She has published over 50 articles and book chapters 

in her field and has recently developed a health-related quality of life instrument for cystic fibrosis that has been 

translated into six languages and is being used in international clinical trials. Her currently funded studies include 

two clinical trials to improve adherence to medical regimens in children with cystic fibrosis and diabetes, and a 

study of the effects of cochlear implant on deaf children’s cognitive, behavioral, and social development. She 

earned her B.A. in music at North Carolina School of the Arts; her M.A. in Psychology and Music Therapy from 

Florida State University; and her Ph.D. in Clinical Psychology at the University of Western Ontario. 

http://www.psy.miami.edu/faculty/aquittner/  

 


