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U.S. and European news coverage of the Ebola outbreak in West Africa highlighted the urgency of the public health
crisis, focusing often on the need to contain the outbreak to prevent its spread to “our shores.” Implicit (and often explicit)
in these stories, however, were long-standing xenophobic and racialized attitudes toward African diseases that can be
traced back to European imperial and pseudo-scientific ideas of the nineteenth century. This month’s Conversation will
ask panelists to discuss the extent to which contemporary European and U.S. representations of Ebola borrowed from
representations of earlier diseases occurring on the African continent and to speculate on the possible implications that
such representations had and continue to have on mounting an effective response to an ongoing public health crisis.
How much has news coverage contributed to what one political scientist described as the “long and ugly tradition of
treating Africa as a dirty, diseased place” and what can be done about it?

Panelists:
» Mari Webel, Assistant Professor of History, University of Pittsburgh
« Guillaume Lachenal, Lecturer, Université Paris Diderot
« Jessica Pearson-Patel, Assistant Professor of International and Area Studies, University of Oklahoma
» Deborah Neill, Associate Professor of History, York University

This event is hosted by the European Union Center of Excellence-European Studies Center-University of
Pittsburgh, and co-sponsored by the University Center for International Studies at the University of Pittsburgh
and the U.S. Network of European Union Centers of Excellence.

Spaces are limited at FIU. You need to RSVP to calyc@fiu.edu — Tel: 305-348-5949
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