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GUEST SPEAKER

His Excellency Daniel Mulhall
Ambassador of Ireland to the United States

Daniel Mulhall was born and brought up in Waterford. He pursued his graduate and post-
graduate studies at University College Cork where he specialized in modern Irish history and
literature. He took up duty as Ireland's 18th Ambassador to the United States in August 2017.

He joined the Department of Foreign Affairs in 1978 and had his early diplomatic assignments in
New Delhi, Vienna (OSCE), Brussels (European Union) and Edinburgh where he was Ireland's
first Consul General, 1998-2001. He served as Ireland's Ambassador to Malaysia (2001-05),
where he was also accredited to Laos, Thailand and Vietnam. From 2009 to 2013, he was
Ireland's Ambassador to Germany. Before arriving in Washington, he served as Ireland's
Ambassador in London (2013- 17).

In 2017, he was made a Freeman of the City of London in recognition of his work as
Ambassador. In December 2017, he was conferred with an Honorary Doctorate by the
University of Liverpool. In 2019, he was honored with the Freedom of the City and County of
Waterford. In November 2019, Ambassador Mulhall was named Honorary President of the
Yeats Society in Ireland.

During his diplomatic career, Ambassador Mulhall has also held a number of positions at the
Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade, including as Director-General for European Affairs,
2005- 2009. He also served as a member of the Secretariat of the Forum for Peace and
Reconciliation (1994- 95). From 1995-98, he was the Department's Press Counsellor and in that
capacity was part of the Irish Government's delegation at the time of the Good Friday
Agreement 1998.

Ambassador Mulhall brings his deep interest in Irish history and literature to the work of
diplomatic service in the U.S., describing the strong, historic ties and kinship between the
countries as the basis for a vibrant economic and cultural relationship. He has lectured widely
on the works of W.B. Yeats and James Joyce. His forthcoming book, Ulysses: A Reader’s
Odyssey, is slated for publication in January 2022. He is also the author of A New Day Dawning:
A Portrait of Ireland in 1900 (Cork, 1999) and co-editor of The Shaping of Modern Ireland: A
Centenary Assessment (Dublin, 2016).

A keen advocate of public diplomacy, Ambassador Mulhall makes regular use of social media in
order to provide insights into the work of the Embassy, to promote all things Irish and to
engage with Irish people and those of Irish descent around the world. He provides daily updates
on his Twitter account @DanMulhall and posts regular blogs on the Embassy's website.



MODERATOR

Markus Thiel
Director, Miami-Florida Jean Monnet Center of Excellence
Associate Professor, Department of Politics and International Relations
Steven J. Green School of International & Public Affairs
/s Florida International University

Markus Thiel is associate professor in the Department of Politics and International Relations at
Florida International University, Miami and director of FIU’s Jean Monnet Center of Excellence. Dr.
Thiel’s research interests are the political sociology of the EU and European (Union) Politics more
generally, as well as Nationalism & Identity Politics. He graduated with a Ph.D. from the University
of Miami in 2005 and has published several EU-related articles and book chapters in peer-reviewed
journals. In addition, his research on the political sociology of the EU produced the monograph, ‘The
Limits of Transnationalism’ (Palgrave, 2011), and 5 co-edited volumes on: ‘Diversity and the
European Union’ (with Lisa Pruegl, Palgrave, 2009), ‘Identity Politics in the Age of Globalization’
(with Roger Coate, Lynne Rienner/First Forum Press, 2010), ‘European Identity & Culture: Narratives
of Transnational Belonging’ (with Rebecca Friedman, Ashgate, 2012), ‘Sexualities in World Politics:
How LGBTQ Claims Shape International Relations’ (with Manuela Picg, Routledge, 2015) and ‘EU
Development Policies between Norms and Geopolitics’ (with Sarah Beringer & Sylvia Maier,
Palgrave, 2019). Most recently, he published a book on the linkage of European transnational civil
society groups with the EU Fundamental Rights Agency: ‘EU Civil Society and Human Rights
Advocacy’ (University of Pennsylvania Press, 2017).

He supervises doctoral students in the areas of EU Politics and International Organizations.
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