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GUEST SPEAKER

Renat Shaykhutdinov, Ph.D.
Associate Professor in Political Science
Director of Graduate Studies
Department of Politic Science

Florida Atlantic University

Renat Shaykhutdinov came to Florida Atlantic University in 2007
from Texas A&M University where he received his PhD. He earned his BA degrees in
Political Science and International Relations, and Sociology from the University of
Bosphorus in Istanbul, Turkey. His teaching and research interests include comparative
and international politics, ethnic conflict, research methods, power-sharing arrangements,
decentralization, and the politics of the former Soviet Union and Central and Eastern
Europe. Renat Shaykhutdinov is a native of the East European city of Kazan located in

the Middle Volga Region and is fluent in Tatar, Russian, and Turkish.



MODERATOR

Astrid Arraras, Ph.D.

Teaching Professor

Department of Politics & International Relations

Steven J. Green School of International and Public Affairs
Florida International University

Astrid Arraras was born and raised in Puerto Rico. She graduated from the University of Puerto
Rico at Mayaguez with B.A. in Political Science in 1984. After receiving her B.A, she earned a
Ph D. in Political Science at Princeton University in 1998. From 1998 until 1999, she worked as a
Lecturer in the Department of Politics at Princeton University. At Florida International
University, she worked as an Assistant Professor (1999-2004), Director of Academic Programs in
the Latin American Caribbean Center (2004-10), Lecturer (2004-10), Senior Lecturer (2011-18)
University Lecturer (2019) and Teaching Professor (from 2019 until the present) in the
Department of Politics and International Relations. She is also the Coordinator of Internship
Programs in the Department of Politics and International Relations. She teaches undergraduate
and graduate courses on a range of topics including Comparative Politics, Political Violence,
International Relations of Latin America, Politics of South America, Politics of Central America,
Politics of Latin America, and Democratization. At Florida International University, she was
honored with the Excellence in Teaching Award in 2004. She has published several articles in
academic journals and book chapters in edited volumes. Her research interests include
Democratization, Political Violence, Political and Social Movements, and Human Rights. Areas

of Expertise: Latin American Politics, Democratization, Political Development
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