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On October 10th, the World Day Against the 
Death Penalty, the Miami-Florida European 
Union Center of Excellence (MEUCE) held a 
panel discussion. The panel, titled ñThe 
Death Penalty: European Union and Interna-
tional Perspectivesò, was open to both stu-
dents  and  community members.  
A wide range of experts, including faculty 
members of Florida International Universityôs 
(FIU) College of Law , European Consul 
Generals serving in Miami, and Philippa 
Greer, a  law 
fellow with 
the British 
legal action 
charity Re-
prieve, gath-
ered togeth-
er to discuss 
the topic of 
capital pun-
ishment. 
The panel 
opened with 
a thank you 
and intro-
duction from 
Dr. Rebecca 
Friedman, 
the Co-
Director of 
the MEUCE.  
Dr. Noah 
Weisbord, 
an associate 
professor of 
law at FIU, 
moderated 
the panel 
and introduced the topic of the capital pun-
ishment and the effect it has had on the 
American political community. ñFor me the 
most compelling arguments for and against 
the death penalty are about human dignityéI 
want to ask all of you this question, is it our 

values that dictate our decisions or do we go 
through life making decisions and our values 
adapt? I suspect that these public decisions 
are mutually affecting and that they have 
changed the United States as a legal com-
munity. What Iôm not sure of is how,ò said 
Weisbord.  
The first speaker was the Consul General of 
Italy to Miami, Hon. Adolfo Barattolo who 
began his statement by discussing the mutu-
al respect which needs to be practiced by 

both sides. 
ñBeing in a 
country 
where the 
death penal-
ty is applied 
quite inten-
sively, we 
should re-
spect the 
position of 
people who 
think the 
death penal-
ty could be a 
means of 
fighting 
against 
crime. The 
other side 
should also 
respect the 
position of 
the twenty-
eight Euro-
pean coun-
tries of the 
European 

Union and the other 140 other countries in 
the world that are completely against this 
kind of countries.ò  
Following Hon. Adolfo Barattolo, Philippa 
Greer, addressed audience members.  Greer 
introduced the mission statement of Re-
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prieve by describing how current issues within the U.S. 
legal system are somewhat broken, and the problems  
are exacerbated when capital punishment is applied. 
ñInnumerable aspects of the American penal experience 
speak to an exclusionist commitment and to a commit-
ment to an extreme variant of incapacitation as a legal 
rationalé I ask that you bear in mind throughout todayôs 
panel discussion that the death penalty in the U.S. is just 
one part of a broader system of criminal justice éI have 
seen the death penalty both in the U.S. and across the 
world being applied in a discriminatory fashion and used 
disproportionately against the  poor, minorities, and 
members of  ethnic and religious communities.ò 
Dr. Stephen Harper, a professor of law at FIUôs law 
school, made his remarks after Greer. Harper discussed 
the changing attitudes towards the death penalty, 
ñAmericans are beginning to adopt more and more this 

sense of human dignity. The way that we in America 
evaluate or measure whether something is now constitu-
tional or unconstitutionalé is that we look at evolving 
standards of decency.  So as our culture and society 
change, evolving standards of decency change. That is 
what I think is going to ultimately end the death penalty, 
hat said the death penalty is still alive and well. There are 
32 states which still have the death penalty on the 
books.ò  
The rest of the panels allotted speaking time to each of 
European Consul General in attendance. Each Consul 
General discussed why their country did not embrace the 
death penalty. The Consul Generals which attended 
were the Consul General of Italy, Hon. Adolfo Barattolo, 
the Consul General of Spain, Hon. Cristina Barrios, the 
Consul General of Germany, Hon. J¿rgen Borsch, the 
Consul General of France, Hon. Philippe L®trilliart, the 
Consul General of the Kingdom of the Netherlands, Hon. 
Nathalie Olijslager, the Consul General of the United 
Kingdom, Hon. David Prodger.  
The panel, which was MEUCEôs third collaboration with 
FIUôs College of Law, closed with a question and answer 
time for audience members.  
 

To watch video  or to have more information on the panel, 
please visit: 

https://miamieuc.fiu.edu/events/general/2014/meuce-
panel-discussion-on-the-death-penalty-european-and-
international-perspectives-fiu/ 

Professor Stephen Harper, FIU College of Law, presenting the points of view of 
the USA and Florida on the death penalty  

By Isabel Brador  

This event was part of the many cultural events organized by 

the Consulate General of Italy in Miami during  October,  

ñThe Italian and Italian American Heritage Month in Floridaò.  

 

To view detailed program of the Italian Month, click here 

Hon. Adolfo Barattolo, Consul General of Italy,  
answering an important question paused by on the students  

 

FIU students and guests listening attentively to the panelists  
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Throughout  the  semester  the Mi-
ami-Florida European Union Center 
of Excellence (MEUCE) had the 
opportunity to host various events 
which commemorated the centenni-
al of World War I. These events 
included film showings, lectures, 
panel discussions and community 
outreach programs.  
Throughout  the  fall,  MEUCE host-
ed two film series  which  were  
centered on the First World War. 
The first series, Apocalypse, con-
sisted  of  five  episodes  which  
followed the beginning, progression 
and resolution of World War I. The 
Consulate General of France in 
Miami kindly provided the docu-
mentaries and sponsored the 
event. The screening of the five 
documentaries took place in the 

auditoriums GC 150 and GC 140 at 
FIU on Sept. 8 and 30, and Oct. 29. 
The producers of the series utilized 
professionally colorized archival 
footage to illustrate the stories of 
various war participants. The film 
also featured narration which  not  
only  analyzed  the  political  pro-
cesses   which  occurred through-
out  the  war,  but  also  explained  
the  technological     advancements 
made in military warfare.  
Alongside this series, MEUCE also 
sponsored a series of films as part 
of FIUôs School of International and 
Public Affairsô Ruth K. and Shepard 
Broad  Distinguished   Lecture   
Series. Rather than  forming a  con-
tinuous narrative each film  in the  
series highlighted an individual top-
ic pertaining to the First World War. 

The series included ground-
breaking films such as All Quiet on 
the Western Front, a 1930 Ameri-
can film based on the novel by the 
same name. The film deals specifi-
cally with the loss of innocence that 
comes with warfare. 
The series also included films such 
as Lawrence of Arabia: The Battle 
for the Arab World, Gallipoli and 
The Paths of Glory. The films in the 
series were all chosen due to the 
impact they had in forming societal 
perception of WWI as well as the 
commentary  the  provided  on  
warfare and military violence in 
general.  
Aside from film series, MEUCE also  
hosted  two  community outreach 
events in commemoration of WWI. 
The first event, ñFeaturing World 
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Screening of Apocalypse-WWI Documentary - Episodes 2 & 3 "Fear" & "Hell"  
Sept. 30, 2014 In the audience, students from International Studies Charter High School  

attended the event  

 

Christine I. Caly-Sanchez; and Sophie Delporte, Head 
of Public Affairs Dept, Consulate General of France, 
at the screening of Apocalypse: La 1ère Guerre 
Mondiale" -  Documentary Series  on Sept. 8th.  



 

 

War Iò, was held early on in the   
semester and was a collaborative 
effort amongst various community 
organizations. The New World  
Symphony, the Knight Foundation, 
History Miami, the Wolfsonian-FIU, 
and the University of Miami (UM) 
among others came together to 
commemorate WWI  through      
musical,  historical  and  poetic   
elements.  
The event, held on September 20th, 
featured WWI-era music played by 
the fellows of the  New  World   
Symphonyôs brass band, as well as 
a panel discussion and a keynote  
address by Dr. Michael Neiberg, a 
professor of history at the Army War 
College and author of Dance of the 
Furies: Europe and the Outbreak of 
World  War  I.  The  panel  was  
comprised of Dr. Dominique Reil, a   
professor of history at  UM,  Dr.  
Jessica Adler, a professor of history 
and health and policy management 
at FIU, and  Dr.  Michael  Miller, a   
professor of history at UM. The 
event closed with a question and 
answer time with audience as well 
as a  reception. 
The second outreach event was a 
round-table of FIU history faculty 

members and was held on October 
9th. The event was opened and 
moderated  by  Dr.  Rebecca    
Friedman, the Co-Director of the 
MEUCE and a professor of history 
at FIU. The roundtable included 
panelists such  as Dr.  Michael   
Brillman, a professor of  history, Dr.  
Gwyn   Davies, a  war  historian,   
Dr. April Merleaux, a food historian, 
Dr. Jon Mogul, the curator of the 
Wolfsonianôs WWI  exhibition ñMyth  
and  Machine the First World War  in  
Material Cultureò, and Dr. Harry 
Rhea, a law and criminal  justice 
professor. Each panelist was given 
the opportunity to give a presenta-
tion on WWI in their area of exper-
tise. Afterwards, the discussion was 
opened  to  questions  from  the  
audience. 

The large  volume  and  diverse  
nature of the various commemora-
tive events is part MEUCE mission 
to combine foster interest in the EU 
not only academically, but in the 
wider local community.  
 
 

 
For more information on WWI Commemorative 

events organized by the MEUCE: http://

europe.fiu.edu/news/2014/fall-2014-world-war-

commemorative-events/  
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Dr. Rebecca Friedman, Co-Director, MEUCE, FIU 
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Dr. Michael Brillman,  
Professor of History, FIU 

 
r. Gwyn Davies, war historian; Dr. Jon Mogul, Curator of the 
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