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National Euro Challenge Competition:  

We have One Winner from Florida!  

 On Thursday, April 30th, 2015, the two 
Florida high schools selected in Miami at 
the Local Florida Euro Challenge Compe-
tition on March 12th, (Felix Varela Senior 
High School, and  Trinity Preparatory 
School) went to New York to represent 
Florida at the national Euro Challenge 
Competition, a program created and run 
by the Delegation  of  the  European Un-
ion to the United States, with  assistance 
from  the  Fed-
eral Reserve 
Bank of New 
York and sup-
port from The 
Moodyôs Foun-
dation, Credit 
Suisse and 
Deloitte & 
Touche .  
The two 
teams  consist-
ed  of  five 9th 
and 10th-  
grade students 
each were ac-
companied by 
their teachers.  
The students 
were really 
excited and proud to compete nationally 
and present their economic challenges 
and European countries (ñGermany and 
Aging Populationò; and ñGreece and High 
government Deficit & Debtò) before a pan-
el of prestigious judges from the Europe-
an Community: ambassadors, consuls, 
EU Delegation officials,  and financial ex-
perts. One of the teams made it to the 
finals and won 5th place.    
After a long day of competition for the 
25 teams from around the country at the 
Federal Reserve Bank of New-York (semi

-finals in the morning, and finals in the 
afternoon), all the students were invited to 
the Recognition and Award Reception on 
the 20th Floor of the Moody's Foundation 
(7 World Trade  Center). Ambassador Da-
vid OôSullivan, Head of the European Un-
ion Delegation to the United States con-
gratulated the winning teams; he said: ñIt 
was very impressive to watch todayôs 
competition and see how engaged and 

knowl-
edgeable 
these stu-
dents are 
and what 
creative 
solutions 
they pro-
pose for 
some of 
our most 
urgent 
economic 
challeng-
es,ò ñThe 
competi-
tion has 
reached 
thousands 
of young 

Americans. Itôs a great learning experi-
ence for these students as they go be-
yond the headlines of economic news to 
fully understand key economic concepts 
and the complex realities faced by policy-
makers. The Euro Challenge also helps 
them to have a better understanding of 
how deeply Europe and America are con-
nectedò. 
Our winning Florida teams had the privi-
lege to receive a check from the Moodyôs 
Foundation president and Ambassador 
David OôSullivan, Head of the European 

2015 

Trinity Preparatory  School students receiving their award from Frances  
G. Laserson, Moodyõs Foundation õs president ; and Ambassador David      

OõSullivan, Head of the European Union to the US - New-York , April 30th, 2015 

miamieuc.fiu.edu  
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2015 National Euro Challenge Competition:  

We have one Winner from Florida!  

Union Delegation to the United States, and to be 
congratulated for their outstanding presentation.  
They also had the privilege to meet and talk to  
Ambassador David OôSullivan, Head of Delegation, 
European Union Delegation to the United States of 
America.  

 

ñWe are very proud to represent Florida at the 
national competition, and this is an excellent oppor-
tunity for our students to shine. It has been eight 
years since the Miami-Florida European Union Cen-
ter of Excellence began to recruit and organize the 
local Florida Euro Challenge Competition This year, 
we are extremely proud of our schools. We have 
one winner: Trinity Preparatory School. They made 
it to the finals and won 5th place. Since 2007, the 
MEUCE has selected eighty-three  Florida high 
schools from Miami-Dade, Broward, Palm Beach,  
St. Lucie,  Lee,  Orange, and Alachua counties, and 
sent twenty-one  to New York to compete national-
ly. One Hundred four students have gone to New 
York representing their schools,ò said Christine I. 
Caly-Sanchez, Associate Director, MEUCE-FIU and 
organizer and recruiter of the competition in Florida. 
ñThis competition has become a showcase for our 
Florida schools, and it will continue to grow due to 
the tremendous response we have received from 
our local schoolsò.   By Christine I. Caly-Sanchez 

Trinity Preparatory School, 5th place, receiving their award  

From left to right: Lalee Ibssa, Amber Yang, Valerie Trapp,  
Lee Place, James Toscano 

Felix Varela Senior High School team and teachers visiting New York 

ƷTo view competitionôs photo gallery, click here 
ƷTo view press release, click here 

Federal Reserve  
Bank of  

New York 

https://picasaweb.google.com/101832858099366193320/April302015_NationalEuroChallengeCompetitionAtTheFEDInNY
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=http-3A__www.euintheus.org_press-2Dmedia_five-2Dhigh-2Dschool-2Dteams-2Dreceive-2Ddollars-2Dfor-2Dproving-2Deuro-2Dknowledge_&d=AwMFAg&c=1QsCMERiq7JOmEnKpsSyjg&r=sX36m51mK2T9bAjt7OOQ8w&m=qKQkmQD3mZvJXxQIY_0Mx7dz36
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Euro Challenge Contestants Give Testimonials  

2015 

 

Over the course of the past eight years, the 
number of South Florida high schools participating 
in the Euro Challenge has constantly increased. 
Ten schools from the counties of Miami-Dade, 
Broward, Lee, Alachua, and Orange Counties en-
tered this yearôs competition and impressed the 
juries with creative and well-researched projects. 
All of the teams gave ambitious presentations at 
the final regional round, which took place at FIU 
on March 12. On April 30th, the best two teams 
from South Florida 
 

¶ Felix Varela Senior High School 
¶ Trinity Preparatory School 
 
 

even traveled to New York City.  

Trinity Preparatory made it to the finals  and won 
the 5th place at the national competition . 
 

    MEUCE as Floridaôs recruiter and organizer of 
the Euro Challenge would like  to  thank  all  the 
students, teachers, the Federal Reserve Bank of 
Atlanta-Miami Branch, and jury members for the 
time and effort they put into making 2015 competi-
tion a memorable event for everybody involved.  

In the following, this yearôs Euro Challengers talk 
about their personal experiences as participants. It 
is because of such overwhelmingly positive    
feedback that MEUCE is very much looking      
forward to the next Euro Challenge in 2016. 

Amber Yang 
 

Trinity Preparatory School 
Grade 10 
 

After being involved with the Eu-

ro Challenge competition for two 

years, I can testify that this was 

one of the best experiences that 

I have had in high school so far. Not only was I 

able to learn about economic policies and the or-

ganization of the Euro Union, but I was able to do 

so in an innovative manner. Rather than simply 

reading articles and memorizing facts about the 

Euro Union, the format of the competition allowed 

me to think outside of the box. I am now able to 

analyze economic situations in a whole new light, 

and I have gained a greater awareness of what is 

going on in the world. This is what makes the Eu-

ro Challenge so rewarding. However, the process 

of preparing for the competition took a long time. 

From weekly meetings with my team to reading 

articles on my own, the entire process was a 

great endeavor. My team gained valuable collab-

oration and teamwork skills when we prepared for 

the presentation component of the competition, 

and that is truly what the Euro Challenge pro-

motes. I would like to thank the Federal Reserve 

Bank of NY, the Moodyôs Corporation, and the 

Miami-Florida European Center of Excellence for 

providing me with this wonderful opportunity. For 

the past two years, my team competed at the re-

gional level and then placed in the top five at the 

national level. It was wonderful to compete in the 

Federal Reserve Bank of New York, and the Euro 

Challenge will be an 

experience that I 

will never forget.  

By C. Caly-Sanchez 



 

 

Daniel Vinat 
Felix Varela Senior High School 
Social Studies Teacher 
 

The Euro Challenge competition allows stu-
dents and teacher to immerse themselves in 
the current economic issues surrounding the 
EU. Through the process students gain 
knowledge on research skills, team building as 
well as an appreciation for how global econo-

mies work. They are able to obtain valuable information and insight 
from a variety of University staff as well as EU Delegation members. 
There are few opportunities at the high school level for 9th and 10th 
graders to get this deeply invested in such an academically enrich-
ing program. The competition gives the students the proper founda-
tion to be successful in future Social Studies courses. As a teacher I 
have seen firsthand how students become confident in their ability 
to present complex ideas and themes to Economics and members 
of the International community. As an educator I strive to provide 
experiences outside of the classroom that will enrich the lives of my 
students and the Euro Challenge gives me that ability.  

 
 

Mikel  Farnsworth 
Felix Varela Senior High School 
Grade 10 
 

The Euro Challenge was a very enriching 
experience, that gave me and my teammates 
a zeal of hard work. I am now much more 
versed in the economics that make a country 
function. And the trip to New York was an 

enjoyable one that I will never forget. I would like to thank Christine 
Caly-Sanchez for making all of this possible.  

 
Julian Nowicki 
Felix Varela Senior High School 
Grade 9 
 

Euro Challenge has been an amazing experi-
ence which allowed me to make new friends, 
build a strong relationship with my teachers 
and really allowed for me to immerse myself in 
the European economic situation as well as 

learn the real meaning of all the economic indicators and their af-
fects on the lives of the people. The competition was very well orga-
nized and I do not regret participating at all. I would recommend this 

experience to any of my fellow classmates.  
 
Ezekiel Vergara 
Felix Varela Senior High School 
Grade 10 
 

Before I participated in Euro Challenge, I proba-
bly wouldôve never been concerned, or even 
known about the various issues plaguing the 
European Union. Ever since I first participated in 

9th grade, continuing through 10th grade, my economic knowledge 
has greatly broadened, as now I can not only discuss economic prob-
lems, but also propose solutions to these economic hurdles and see 
the globally interconnected world we live in today. Similarly, I have the 
privilege of participating in this great experience over the past two 
years. Throughout these two excellent years, my teamwork skills have 
sharpened, along with my skills in the areas of presentation and criti-
cal thinking. Additionally, my work ethic has greatly improved, as hard 
work truly allowed for success in this program, seen as in 2015 our 
school was able to go to New York. This experience will stay with me 
the rest of my life and wouldnôt be possible without the help of various 
parties. First off, my hat goes off to all the judges, in Miami, and New 
York who all were very approachable and kind; secondly, I would like 
to thank the Federal Reserve Bank and the Moodyôs Foundation for 
funding this project. I would also want to thank all the teachers who 
helped improve our presentation and teach us the basics of econom-
ics. Finally, I would like to thank Florida International Universityôs Euro-
pean Union Center of Excellence for providing us with valuable infor-
mation and making this a personal experience. However, while this 
was my last year to compete, I will truly remember, and admire this 
program for a lifetime. 

 

Gabriel Vergara 
Felix Varela Senior High School 
Grade 10 
 

Euro Challenge was a wonderful experience 
where my teammates and I were able to learn 
about the concerns facing a major component 
to the global economy, the European Union: 
we worked extremely hard and dedicated lots 
of time to refine our presentation an working 

on possible answers for questions; it allowed the team not only to 
develop a unique bond that will never be severed, but it taught us 
various skills, such as how to present in front of a panel of judges, 
how to communicate with our peers efficiently, and apply knowledge 
to areas concerning Germany and its aging population, just to men-
tion a few. The competition also taught me a lot when it came to 
economic knowledge, GDP, unemployment, inflation, consumer 
confidence, the list goes on and on; and it also sparked my interest 
in this field, as now I would like to minor in economics. Euro Chal-
lenge provides students with an outlet to gain precious skills and 
knowledge through a very well organized and designed program 
that is run by wonderful people who are there for the students. Truth 
be told, the Euro Challenge and our subsequent trip to New York led 
to many wonderful memories that I will cherish for the rest of my life. 
I would like to give a special thanks to all the organizations that help 
make this possible such as the Moodyôs Foundation, the Federal 
Reserve Bank, and an instrumental individual in the success of the 

program in Florida, Christine Caly-Sanchez.  
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Euro Challenge Contestants Give Testimonials (contôd) 

  

For more information on the Euro Challenge 
Competition, visit the following page: 

 
http://miamieuc.fiu.edu/outreach/euro-challenge/ 

By C. Caly-Sanchez 

http://miamieuc.fiu.edu/outreach/euro-challenge/


 

 

 

May 9th is Europe Day, a holiday that marks each 
year the pivotal Schuman declaration of 1950 in which 
Robert Schuman (French foreign minister) proposed 
the creation of a supranational European community, 
an idea that laid the foundation for the EU. On May 8th, 
one day before, MEUCE celebrates the EU and Euro-
pean integration. In honor of Europe Day, the MEUCE 
held a screening of the Franco-Austrian film ñNous  
nous sommes tant haµsò (How we hated each other!). 
The Franco-Austrian film is a love story that takes place 
in France and Germa-
ny in 1950 and de-
picts the birth of the 
European Union. 
Also, on that day, a 
group of aspiring 
scholars and profes-
sionals gathered at 
Florida International 
Universityôs (FIU) 
Modeste A. Maidique 
campus to be honored 
for their incredible 
accomplishments. 
These young men and 
women, all recent 
graduates,  were pre-
sented with their Eu-
ropean Studies Certifi-
cate in a recognition 
ceremony. These stu-
dents, by applying 
their academic ener-
gies to understanding 
more about European 
history, politics, and 
culture, earned this prestigious honor that designates 
their familiarity with European civilization. The Europe-
an Studies program at FIU was designed to enhance a 
studentôs understanding of European politics, society, 
and culture, drawing on a broad range of courses in the 
arts and sciences and thereby to complement the stu-
dentôs major course of study. These certificates, which 
are available to any undergraduate or graduate student 
who has an interest in European civilization and culture, 
requires additional work by students in courses focused 
on European languages and cultures. Some of these 
graduates even augmented their experience by partici-
pating in study abroad programs, and were able to ex-
perience Europe intimately. Whether in honors college 
courses in Normandy, or European Art history classes 

at FIUôs Wolfsonian University, these students have 
exerted maximum effort to learn about the many na-
tions and peoples of the European community. 
 On May 8th, the hard work was done, and 
these students were prepared to be recognized for their 
achievement. The ceremony began with the European 
Union Anthem ñOde to Joyò- Beethoven-9th Symphony. 
Then, Dr. Rebecca Friedman, MEUCE co-director, Eu-
ropean Studies Program director and FIU professor of 
history; and Dr. Markus Thiel, assistant  professor and 

Director of Under-
graduate Studies 
in the Department 
of Politics and 
International Re-
lations, congratu-
lated the students 
and gave them 
their Certificates 
in European 
Studies. 
Dr. Rebecca 
Friedman ad-
dressed the col-
lected students, 
faculty, and fami-
lies, and indicated 
that these gradu-
ates had been 
her students, and 
indicated her 
pride at having 
been part of their 
education experi-
ence. As FIU also 
offers a graduate 

certificate in European Studies, we at FIU hope that 
many of these students return to increase their familiari-
ty and expertise with the nations of Europe. Once more, 
a hearty congratulation to these recent graduates.  
High  school  freshmen and sophomores from Miami- 

Dade,  Broward,  Lee,  Orange, and Alachua counties, 

who  participated in the regional divisions of the 2015 

Euro Challenge Competition on  March 12th  were also  

recognized at the award ceremony by Christine I. Caly-

Sanchez.   

After the Award Ceremony, students, Faculty,  friends 

and  family  gathered  around a collation graciously  

offered by the European Studies Program. 
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MEUCE Celebrates Europe Day  

2015 Recognition Award For European Studies Certificate Earners  
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2015 Certificate in European Studies Recognition Award CeremonyñFIUñMay 8, 2015.   

Between Christine I. Caly-Sanchez, and Dr. Rebecca Friedman, From left to right: Jorge Parellada,  

Antonio Figueroa, Emilio Fonseca, and Manuel Perez 

By Christine I. Caly-Sanchez 

http://europe.fiu.edu/certificate-programs/undergraduate-advising/
http://europe.fiu.edu/certificate-programs/undergraduate-advising/
http://europe.fiu.edu/certificate-programs/undergraduate-advising/flyer_undergratudate_certificate.pdf
http://europe.fiu.edu/certificate-programs/undergraduate-advising/flyer_undergratudate_certificate.pdf
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MEUCE Celebrates Europe Day (contôd) 

2015 Recognition Award For European Studies Certificate Earners  
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Students receiving their certificate in European Studies 

From left to right: Cinthia Sacasa, Jorge Parellada, Antonio Figueroa, 

Manuel Perez, and Emilio Fonseca 

MEUCE would like to congratulate this yearôs 
program graduates, who are listed below 

 

Spring 2015 CERTIFICATES IN EUROPEAN STUDIES 
 

 

Spring 2015 Awardees 
 

¶ Jeremy Almonte (BA in International Relations) 

¶ Nicole Bauta (BA in Political Science ï Minor: Public Administration) 

¶ Antonio Figueroa (BA in International Relations and  

    Political Science) 

¶ Emilio Fonseca (BA in International Relations) 

¶ Nicolexander Garza (BA in Economics and History) 

¶ Joanna Katsoulis (BA in International Relations) 

¶ Rosemary Montoya-Flores (BA in International Relations;  

    Minor in Political Science and French) 

¶ Jorge Parellada (BA in History) 

¶ Paola Paris (BA in History ï Minor in Religion) 

¶ Manuel Peraza (BA in Political Science and International Relations 

Minor in Hospitality Management) 

¶ Cinthia Sacasa (BA in International Relations and  

Business Administration) 

CERTIFICATE IN EUROPEAN STUDIES 

 

 

¶ The European Studies Certificate program is open to all 
who have an interest in any aspect of European civilization, 
past or present. 
 

¶ It is an interdisciplinary program that draws on a broad 
range of courses from throughout FIU to complement a stu-
dentôs own interests. 
 

¶ Approved study-abroad courses, including those of-

fered by the Honors College, may be accepted for certificate 
credit. 
 

¶ The program also offers a senior colloquium, ñEuropean 
Identitiesò, that allows students the opportunity to engage in 
research on topics of their own choosing in close conjunc-
tion with a member of the Program Faculty. 
 

¶ The certificate program is open to all students enrolled 
at FIU and to interested individuals in the community. 
 

¶ Since Spring 2011, 133 Students obtained their Certifi-
cates in European Studies. 

 

Requirements 
 

The program requires 15 credits hours (5 courses) from 
at least 3 departments, distributed as follows: 
 

ƷLanguage Requirements (3 credits) 

 One course in a European language at the intermediate (2000) 

level or above. 
 

ƷBreadth Requirement (9 credits) 

¶ Three courses at 3000-level or above, not all of which can 

be in either Social Science or in Humanities. 

¶ Courses must be from an approved list published in the class 
schedule each term, or else contain substantial European 
content and approved by the Director. 
Such courses are offered by the Departments of: 

- Art and Art History, 

- Economics, 

- English, Environmental Studies, 

- History, 

- Humanities, 

- International Relations, 

- Modern Languages, 

- Philosophy, 

- Political Science, 

- and Religion, among others. 
 

ƷExit Requirement (3 credits) 

Interdisciplinary Colloquium, focused on a broad  European topic 

 

For more information on the program, visit the following page:  

http://europe.fiu.edu/certificate-programs/undergraduate-advising/ 

http://europe.fiu.edu/certificate-programs/undergraduate-advising/
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Youth in Europe:                                                     

European Short Films Festival at FIU | May 4 - 6  

 

  MEUCE Celebrates Europe Day 

(contôd) 

As part of the weeklong cele-
bration of Europe day, The Miami-
Florida European Union Center of 
Excellence in collaboration with 
Eurochannel, Dish network,  and 
FIU Europe Student Association, 
screened a selection of 27 short 
films over the course of three 
days. The selection was from The 
European Short Films Festival and 
formed part of the Eurochannel 
Short Film Tour shown worldwide.   
The festival offered a glimpse at 
European cinema through the 
eyes of 54 pioneering directors, 
known for their genius, innovation 
and self-determination.  
Each day of the film festival at FIU 

focused on different dimensions of 

youth: ñYouth in Europe: Dream-

ersò, ñFamily Lifeò, ñA Place for 

Loversò, ñThe Younger Genera-

tionò. Just as there can be no sin-

gle definition of youth, there was 

no single style, attitude, genre or 

approach in this yearôs Eurochan-

nel Short Films Tour. Viewers 

came across both new and experi-

enced filmmakers, who explore 

the subject of youth in comedy, 

horror, romance, drama, experi-

mental film and animation. Youth 

and their contributions to Europe-

an society were the complex and 

diverse inspirations for this new 

edition of the Eurochannel Short 

Films Touré And Youth in Eu-

rope.  
 

For more  information on the  

European Short Films Festival 

please visit: 
https://miamieuc.fiu.edu/events/general/2015/
meuce-european-short-film-festival-may-2015-fiu/ 
              

 Short Films Program: 
 

Monday, May 4ƅ12:00.ð1:30 p.m. 
Youth in Europe : ñDreamersò  
 

¶ Denmark: "ñQueen of a Dayò 

¶ Italy: "ñMatildeò 

¶ Russia: "ñGo Upò 

¶ France: "ñSpeed Datingò 

¶ Tukey: "ñBlue Uniformò 

¶ Hungary: "ñCodaò  

To view detailed program, click here 
 

Monday, May 4 ƅ1:30ð3:00 p.m. 
Family Life 
 

¶ Spain: "ñHappily Ever After,  

     for Another Yearò 

¶ Netherlands/Turkey: "ñThe Horse and 

the Nightingaleò 

¶ Georgia: "ñDinola ò 

¶ UK/Scotland: "ñNurtureò 

¶ Spain: "ñEpitaphsò 

¶ Italy: ñHakuna Matataò 

¶ Poland: "ñHosannaò 

To view detailed program, click here 
 

Tuesday, May 5ƅ2:30ð4:00 p.m. 
A place for lovers 

¶ Spain: "ñA Hotel Room Storyò 

¶ Armenia: "ñSomebody loves youò 

¶ Czech Republic: "ñMain Course" 

¶ Finland: "ñYou build me a labyrinthò 

¶ Bulgaria: "ñThe Gift of the Magi" 

¶ Netherlands: "ñSevillaò 

¶ Northern Ireland: ñEyelineò 

To view detailed program, click here 
 

Wednesday, May 6ƅ2:30ð4:00 p.m. 
The Younger Generation 

¶ Switzerland: "ñRonaldo ò 

¶ Germany: "ñPick-up Artist ò 

¶ Lithuania: "ñThe Swimmerò 

¶ Ireland: "ñThe Sound of Peopleò 

¶ Netherlands: "ñThrough You " 

¶ Croatia: "ñLittle Darlingò 

¶ Latvia: ñCat in the Bagò 

To view detailed program, click here 

By Christine I. Caly-Sanchez 

Christine I. Caly-Sanchez  (right) of  FIU  European Student Association members  

https://miamieuc.fiu.edu/events/general/2015/meuce-european-short-film-festival-may-2015-fiu/
https://miamieuc.fiu.edu/events/general/2015/meuce-european-short-film-festival-may-2015-fiu/
http://eurochannel.com/en/Sixth-Eurochannel-Short-Films-Tour-Program-1-%E2%80%93-Dreamers.html
http://eurochannel.com/en/Sixth-Eurochannel-Short-Films-Tour-Program-3-%E2%80%93-Family-Life.html
http://eurochannel.com/en/Sixth-Eurochannel-Short-Films-Tour-Program-5-%E2%80%93-A-Place-for-Lovers.html
https://miamieuc.fiu.edu/events/general/2015/meuce-european-short-film-festival-may-2015-fiu/may-4-6-youth-in-europe-arsbd5b.pdf


 

 

On May 5th as part of the activities for  Europe Week, the  Miami-Florida European Center 

of  Excellence,  in collaboration  with  the  Honorary Consulate of the Republic of Poland, 

and the American Institute for Polish Culture, screened a Polish film, ñJack Strongò. 
 

Students in  attendance were able to learn more about the true story of a man who 
dares to challenge the Soviet empire. While planning the maneuvers of the Warsaw 
Pact forces, Polish army colonel Ryszard Kuklinski has access to top secrets. He gets 
to know that the American nuclear counterattack against Soviet forces is planned to 
be executed on Polish territory. Thanks to his determination, he starts a long, lonely 
and psychologically exhausting cooperation with CIA. From that very moment the life 
of his family and his own is in constant danger as one careless move may lead to 
tragedy.  
 

This film was particularly appreciated by the public. We would like to thank the Ameri-
can Institute for Polish Culture, and the Honorary Consulate of the Republic of Poland 
for having given us the opportunity to enjoy this film. 
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Our Polish friends share their history  

 

  MEUCE Celebrates Europe Day (contôd) 

By C. Caly-Sanchez 

 
 

 

Europe WeekðMay 4-22 
 

¶ May 4-22 
      Miami Beach Urban Studios 
      Exhibition: òAnne Frank: A History for Todayó 
 

¶ May 4-6 ƅ12:00-5:00 p.m.  
FIU Graham CenterðGC 140 
European Short Films Festival 

 

¶ May 5-ƅ12:00-2:00 p.m.  
FIU Graham Center-GC 140 
European Film : Polish Film  

      òJack Strongó  
  

¶ May 6-ƅ11:00 a.m.-1:30 p.m.  
FIUðECS 349 
EU Research Workshop  

 

¶ May 6 ƅ 12:00-2:00 p.m.  
FIU Graham Center-GC 150  
European Concert Film Screening:                                             
òLove in Portofinoó With Andrea Bocelli  
 

¶ May 7ƅ 11:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.  
Miami Dade High School 
Presentation on the Importance of the European Union  

       to High School Students 
 

 

 

Europe WeekðMay 4-22 
 

¶ May 8 ƅ 1:30-2:30 p.m.  
FIU Graham Center-GC 140 
Recognition Award Ceremony for FIU Undergraduate  

       European Studies  Students 
 

¶ May 8 ƅ 2:30-4:30 p.m.  
FIU Graham Center-GC 140 
European Film: Franco-Austrian 

 ñNous nous sommes tant haisò 
 (How we hated each other) which re-enacts the birth  of the 

European Union. 
 

¶ May 12 ƅ 11:00 amð12:30 p.m.  
FIUðDM 233 
Lecture on òEuropean Identity and Intercultural Communi-
cation ò by Hon. Philippe Letrilliart, Consul General of France; 
and Ulrike Pelissier, Vice Consul, Consulate General of the 
Federal Republic of Germany 

 

¶ May 22 ƅ 8:30 a.m.ð3:30 p.m.  
FIU  -  MARC 115 
High School Teacher Workshop 
òUnderstanding and Teaching the European Union. 

 
 

For more information on the program,   click on the following 
link: https://miamieuc.fiu.edu/events/general/2015/meuce-let-celebrate-
europe-day-may-2014-fiu-1/ 

 
  

   

MEUCE Celebrates Europe Day: Program  

http://casgroup.fiu.edu/miamieuc/events.php?id=2522
http://casgroup.fiu.edu/events/docs/2558/1335296455_Flyer.pdf
http://casgroup.fiu.edu/events/docs/2558/1335296455_Flyer.pdf
http://casgroup.fiu.edu/miamieuc/events.php?id=2521
http://casgroup.fiu.edu/miamieuc/events.php?id=2521
http://casgroup.fiu.edu/events/docs/2592/1335481836_Program.pdf
https://miamieuc.fiu.edu/events/general/2015/meuce-let-celebrate-europe-day-may-2014-fiu-1/
https://miamieuc.fiu.edu/events/general/2015/meuce-let-celebrate-europe-day-may-2014-fiu-1/


 

 

The Miami-Florida European Union 
Center of Excellence at FIU, the 
Miami-Dade College of Art and De-
sign  and the General Consulate of 
the Kingdom of the Netherlands 
have partnered with the Anne 
Frank Center USA in order to bring 
the exhibition Anne Frank: A Histo-
ry for Today to South Florida. The 
exhibition has been on view at the 
Miami Dade  College  Koubek  
Center from 
March 17 to 
April 3, the 
Freedom Tower 
from April 6 to 
26, and on view 
at  the  FIU  
Miami-Beach 
Urban Studios 
from April 28 to 
May 22, 2015. 
In a recent over 
the phone inter-
view, MEUCE 
was able to 
speak to Hilary 
Stipelman, Di-
rector of Out-
reach and Exhi-
bition,  about 
the exhibition 
and the Anne 
Frank Center 
USA.  
 

MEUCE: How 
did you be-
come interest-
ed in museum 
studies? 
Stipelman: I have always been in 
the field of museum education. I 
was an art history major in college 
and went to graduate school to get 
an M.A, in museum education. 
Since then I have always been in-
terested in museums and history 
and teaching the story that come 
from the history  and objects in  
museums.  I started working at the 
Anne Frank Center USA in 2006 
and have been really enjoying 

working with the history content. It 
is such an inspirational story to be 
sharing with communities in the 
United States and very fulfilling.  
 

MEUCE: Could you tell us more 
about this particular traveling 
exhibition? 
Stipelman This exhibit is one of 
several that circulate throughout 
America. The program we run with 

Anne Frank House in Amsterdam 
helped underwrite  the exhibit trav-
eling to Florida. While  the Consu-
late for the Kingdom of the Nether-
lands has generously funded the 
exhibition traveling  throughout  
Miami.  
 

MEUCE:  The Anne Frank Center 
USA has various outreach pro-
grams. Could you elaborate on 
what those are? 

Stipelman:  In terms of outreach 
program we offer a variety of edu-
cational programs which accompa-
ny our exhibits. They include school 
guides as well as docent training 
and training for K-12 educators on 
how to teach material on the Holo-
caust. We also sponsor programs 
such as the Confronting Intolerance 
program we had at the Koubek 
Center when the exhibition first 

opened. Also, 
in  New York 
we have on-
site school 
groups visits 
and  we are 
consistently 
changing out 
exhibits at the 
center. We 
also have a 
theatrical pro-
gram called 
Conversations 
with Anne that 
travels all over 
the country. 
The program 
is done on-
site at schools 
and involves 
an actress 
delivering 
passages 
from Anneôs 
diary. After-
wards, she 
remains in 
character and 

interacts with the audience. 
 
MEUCE: What is your relation to 
other Anne Frank Centers 
around the world?  
Stipelman : We are  one of five 
different international organizations 
that preserve the legacy of Anne 
Frank and teach her  diary and 
family  story.  There  are  other 
partner organizations in Germany, 
in the UK, Austria and Argentina.  

Anne Frank:  

A History for Today Exhibition  
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Installation of "Anne Frank: a History for Today" Exhibition at the Koubek  Memorial Center with Hilary 
Eddy Stipelman, Director of Outreach and Exhibition, The Anne Frank Center USA (center); the Con-
sulate General of the Kingdom of Netherlands in Miami Team, Christine I. Caly-Sanchez, MEUCE, and 
the FIU Student Ambassadors Team - March 16, 2015  



 

 

All of the centers work in collabora-
tion with the Anne Frank House 
and we will share things such as 
exhibition content. Currently, 
thereôs an exhibition about the help-
ers  who would hid Anne and her 
family at the Anne Frank House 
and it is traveling here to New York.  
 

MEUCE: What do you hope peo-
ple will come away with after vis-
iting an exhibition or attending 
one of your programs? 
 

Stipelman : Our hope is always 
that people will leave feeling in-
spired instead of depressed. Its not 
a happy thing to talk about the Hol-
ocaust or genocide. But when you 
look at the story, and perspectives 
and the way she grew up in hiding 
over those two years, she grew 
amazingly self-reflective and aware 
of her place in humanity. Weôre 
hoping people will take a cue from 
Anne and see how important it is to 
support our fellow humans in our 
communities and that they will also 
see the power of the written word. 
The fact that her diary is one of the 
most widely read works of non-
fiction in the world is amazing. If we 

can get young adults to realize how 
much power they have that is 
amazing..  
Normally we do an education pro-
gram when we go to a public 
school. .. Our program splits off into 
two different things. 6-8

th
 grade 

gets the same story as highschool-
ers. For elementary students its 
different because they havenôt had 
the history yet and because of their 
age. What we talk about more is 
Anne as a writer and her relation-
ship to her diary and how important 
it was to her. We take quotes from 
the diary, have students read them, 
and pick one they identify with and 
talk about it at a personal level, and 
have them relate to Anne.  
 

MEUCE: What are the future 
plans for this exhibition? 
 

Stipelman : We confirmed that the 
exhibit will be moving to Tallahas-
see in January and going to be dis-
play at FSU at the Museum of Fine 
Arts. Weôre very interested in hav-
ing it reach Miami-Dade Public 
Schools during the fall of 2015 so 
we are looking for schools that are 
interested in holding the exhibit be-

tween September and December of 
this year. We are hoping to work 
directly with high schools this way. 
 

MEUCE: What is the most ful-
filling aspect of your job? 
 

Stipelman : For me itôs wonderful 
when I have the opportunity to work 
with students. One of the programs 
we have is the docent training with 
high schools and middle schools. 
We teach them how to give tours 
through the exhibit. Not only are 
they learning Anneôs Story, but 
public presentation skills and confi-
dence by leading normally adults 
through the exhibition. We get a lot 
of great feedback from students 
about that aspect. Itôs demonstra-
tive about how this program works 
to impact students and help them 
realize that they can make a posi-
tive change in their communities. 
 We do the volunteer and docent 
program for adults as well especial-
ly when we put the exhibit in a pub-
lic library or community center. For 
them itôs the same they are excited 
about teaching Anneôs story and 
passing on her legacy.  

Anne Frank:  

A History for Today Exhibition  
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Installation of "Anne Frank: a History for Today" Exhibition at the Koubek Memorial Center Miami - March 16, 2015  



 

 

Anne Frank:  

A History for Today Exhibition  
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MEUCE: Why do you think the K-
12 educator workshops are so 
important? 
 

Stipelman : The knowledge that 
educators donôt have to be anxious 
about teaching this material and 
that it can be done with a positive 
side is so important. If we can em-
power educators to feel like, yes 
they can do this [teach Holocaust 

material] and have the tools to do 
this and to do it welléone of the 
reasons Anneôs diary is such a rich 
teaching resource because it lets 
us get to know her and not just re-
gard her as a statistics.  
 

MEUCE would like to sincerely 
thank our FIU students ambassa-
dors, Isabel Brador, Talia Torbica, 
and Dayra Carvajal, for their hard 

work in helping the Consulate Gen-
eral of the Netherlands and Hilary 
Stipelman with the installation of 
the three exhibitions from March 17 
to May 22. 
 

MEUCE would also like to thank 
the Consulate General of the King-
dom of the Netherlands, and the 
Anne Frank Center USA for giving 
us the opportunity to share this  
exhibition at FIU Miami Beach Ur-
ban Studios. 
 

ƷFor more information on the  
    program, click here 

Installation of "Anne Frank: a History for Today" Exhibition at the Koubek Memori-
al Center Miami -  March 16, 2015  - Isabel, Talia, and  Dayra, our  FIU  students 
ambassadors. 

 
 
 
 
About The Anne Frank Center USA 
 

The Anne Frank Center USA, a partner of the 

Anne Frank House, uses the diary and spirit of 

Anne Frank as unique tools to advance her 

legacy, to educate young people and communi-

ties in North America about the dangers of 

intolerance, antisemitism, racism and discrimi-

nation, and to inspire the next generation to 

build a world based on equal rights and mutual 

respect.  www.annefrank.com 

By Isabel Brador 

https://miamieuc.fiu.edu/events/general/2015/meuce-exhibition-anne-frank-history-for-today-fiu/traveling-exhibit-miami-cit.pdf
http://www.annefrank.com
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On Tuesday, May 12th, the Miami-Florida European 
Union Center of Excellence had the opportunity to 
sponsor the European Identity and Intercultural Com-
munication Panel.    The panel served as an orientation 
for a group of students who would be participating in 
the Cultural Communication Patterns of Europe study 
abroad program. The program give students the oppor-
tunity to learn how different cultures communicate and 
how cultural identity informs methods of communication 
and has been offered for two consecutive summers.  
In a previous interview,  Jose Rodriguez, a professor of 

communication, the Assistant 
Dean of the Honors College 
at FIU and the head of the 
program discussed the pro-
gramôs objectives.   
ñWhat we do in the class is to 
try and grasp the idea of a 
European identity and figure 
out if it does exist. How are 
people within Europe able to 
communicate with one an-
other? So how are the vari-
ous ways that these places 
differ in terms of their cultural 
background, cultural dynam-
ics and cultural expectations hinder or facilitate commu-
nication?ò  
Rather than focus on the whole of Europe, the program 
focuses on three countries: France, Germany and Bel-
gium.  
ñThe reason I chose those three is because the history 
of continental Europe is primarily written by France and 
Germany, especially in the last 150 years. Theyôre also 
have the two largest economies within the European 
Union, and each has a very interesting past and pre-
sent,ò said Rodriguez. 
Along these lines of thinking the panel featured two 
speakers, Honorable Phillippe L®trilliart, Consul Gen-
eral of France to Miami and Ulrike P®lissier, Vice-
Consul, Political Department of the Federal Republic of 
Germany. Both speakers  tailored  their  talks to the 

 

             MEUCE Celebrates Europe Day (contôd) 

European Identity and Intercultural Communication Panel  

Hon, Philippe Létrilliart, Consul General of France in Miami; and Ulrike 

Pelissier, Vice Consul, Political Department, Consulate General of the 

Republic of Germany in Miami 

Dr. Jose Rodriguezõs students with Hon. Philippe L®trilliart, Ulrike Pelissier, Christine I. Caly-Sanchez, and Dr. Jose Rodriguez  

at the presentation on òEuropean Identity and Intercultural Communicationó  at FIUñMay 12, 2015 

Dr. Jose Rodriguez 



 

 

various experiences the students 
would be having during their trip 
abroad.  In an interview after the 
panel MEUCE was able to ask the 
speakers why they thought studying 
abroad was so important.  
ñYou have to know the world, how it 
works because we live in an open 
world. For your future you have to 
understand other people, other 
countries and other languages even 
if you plan on living and working in 
the United States. Also, it is im-
portant for your own experienceò, 
Hon. Philippe L®trilliart pointed out.  
He also gave advice on what stu-
dents should know before going 
abroad.  
ñThe language is the best way to 
enter into a different civilization or 
country. After this, I would say his-

tory is absolutely mandatory. You 
have to know the past and know 
where you come from and where 
the other country is coming from.ò 
P®lissier agreed with Hon. Philippe 
L®trilliart on the importance of 
knowing a countryôs history and 
spoke to personal growth and en-
richment that comes from being 
abroad. ñI think it opens your mind 
and your horizons in a way that a 
short trip cannot do. You need to 
really get to know the people and 
interact with them in order to under-
stand the way their thinking. You 
get to improve your language skills 
and to do many normal things be-
sides visiting the museums and the 
historic sites.ò  
 P®lissier also had some last-minute 
advice on how students could get 

the most out of their time abroad, 
ñFigure out which clubs to go to and 
party with the young. Go to the local 
food places and take advantage of 
as many opportunities as possible. 
Also, ride public transport. You 
meet the most interesting people.ò  
The students were very happy and 
thankful to have advice from such 
distinguished speakers on Europe-
an identity, intercultural communica-
tion for their trip to Europe.  
 

The event was sponsored by the 
Consulate General of France in Mi-
ami, the Consulate General of the 
Federal Republic of Germany, the 
FIU Department of Communication 
Arts, and the Miami-Florida Europe-
an Union Center of Excellence. 
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             MEUCE Celebrates Europe Day (contôd) 

European Identity and Intercultural Communication Panel  

Hon, Philippe Létrilliart,  

Consul General of France in Miami 

  

For more 
information 
on Cultural 

C o m m u n i c a t i o n 
Patterns of Europe 
(France, Germany, 
Belgium) Program 
visit the following 
page: 

 
h t t p s : / /
globalaffairs.fiu.edu/study-
a b r o a d / p r o g r a m s /
european-union/ 

Ulrike Pelissier 

Consulate General of Germany 

By Isabel Brador 

Dr. Jose Rodriguezõs students 

https://globalaffairs.fiu.edu/study-abroad/programs/european-union/
https://globalaffairs.fiu.edu/study-abroad/programs/european-union/
https://globalaffairs.fiu.edu/study-abroad/programs/european-union/
https://globalaffairs.fiu.edu/study-abroad/programs/european-union/
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  Understanding and Teaching the European Union  

A workshop for Miami - Dade High School Teachers  

The Miami-Florida European Union 
Center of Excellence  (MEUCE)  en-
gages  in  a  broad  range of  outreach 
activities designed to teach about the 
European Union and to communicate 
its policies. As part of this outreach, 
MEUCE conducts an annual work-
shop for secondary school teachers in 
Florida, which presents   an  overview  
of  the    European Union and ad-
dresses  issues affecting Europe and 
EU-US relations. Last yearôs work-
shop held at the Spanish High School 
in Boca Raton, Florida set the bar 
high, but this yearôs workshop was just 
as successful. This yearôs workshop 
ñUnderstanding and Teaching the Eu-

ropean Union: Hemispheric, Transat-
lantic and Global Perspectivesò, was 
held on May 22, 2015 at Florida Inter-
national University. It served as an 
opportunity to engage with local edu-
cators. According to FIU-MEUCE As-
sociate Director Christine I. Caly-
Sanchez, the FIU MEUCE has been 
hosting this seminar for 10 years. 
ñThis year we had 35 high school 
teachers who participated. We would 
like to sincerely thank Robert Brazof-
sky, Supervisor, Executive Director, 
Social Sciences, Miami-Dade Public 
Schools for helping us in recruiting 
Miami-Dade Teachers for the work-
shop. 
The workshop was as lively  and   
engaging as ever, as educators were 
given a broad range of information on 
topics related on the European Union. 
The session included a lively discus-
sion led by Dr. Markus Thiel of FIUôs 
Assistant Professor Politics & Interna-
tional Relations Department on ñThe 
EU: How does the European Union 
Work?ò ñThe Institutions & Major Poli-
cies of the EUò. He also advised these 
educators on ñstrategies on  how to 
teach the European Union, and the 
best teaching practicesò. Dr. Maria 
Lorca-Susino, Associate Researcher, 
European Union Center, Economics 
and Political Economy for the Depart-

ments of Economics and International 
Studies, University of Miami made a 
presentation on The Euro Area Econ-
omy an update and Hot Topic of the 
Euro. 
In the afternoon, Dr. Rebecca Fried-
man, co-director, MEUCE, made a 
presentation on the EU Resources on 
the Web, as well as the Euro Chal-
lenge Competition. Finally Carlos Fer-
nandez, International Relations Docu-
ments, Librarian, FIU, informed the 
teachers on where to find EU sources 
at FIU Library. He presented an over-
view database literacy for EU sources 
 
The material presented in this work-
shop  provided  educators with an 
extensive overview of political, eco-
nomic, and historical background on 
the European Union. When these edu-
cators return to their classrooms, this 
background knowledge should be 
instrumental in allowing the successful 
transmission of up to date educational 
material to their pupils. Each educator 
was also provided with a packet of 
materials to bring back to their class-
rooms as a means of facilitating stu-
dent learning.  
 
For more information on these   
series of workshops please see : 
https://miamieuc.fiu.edu/outreach/
teacher-workshops/ 

By Christine I. Caly-Sanchez 

Miami-Dade High School Teachers Workshop on the European Union  

Dr. Markus Thiel, Assistant Professor 

Politics & International Relations, FIU 

Dr. Maria-Lorca Susino,  Economics and 

Political Economy Professor, UM 

https://miamieuc.fiu.edu/events/general/2014/meuce-teacher-workshop-boca-raton-fiu/
https://miamieuc.fiu.edu/outreach/teacher-workshops/
https://miamieuc.fiu.edu/outreach/teacher-workshops/
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eMerge Americas Conference ðMay 1 - 5, 2015  

May 1-5: eMerge Americas Con-
ference 
Miami-Florida European Union 
Center of Excellence, Euraxess, 
and German Aerospace Center, 
partners in the BILAT USA-Horizon 
2020, were proud of participating in 
the yearôs most awaited conference 
on innovation and research in Mi-
ami: eMerge Americas on May 1-5. 
More than 10,000 people attended 
the event at the Miami Beach Con-

vention Center. On May 4 and 5, 
the conference featured keynote 
speakers, an expo showcasing the 
latest technologies, country pavil-
ions, a startup showcase, Govern-
ment Innovation Summit and a 
Women, Innovation and Technolo-
gy (WIT) Summit. 
Two experts in EU Research and 
Innovation Funding were at our 
booth on May 4 and 5; Dr. Olaf 
Heilmayer, Head of Unit, German 

Aerospace Center, Multilateral Co-
operation, Monitoring, European 
and International Cooperation, 
Bonn, Germany; and Viktoria Bod-
narova , Regional Representative, 
Euraxess Links North America, 
were able to present funding possi-
bilities for US researchers and 
company decision makers, and an-
swered questions on Horizon 2020, 
Euraxess, ERC and Marie Curie 
Programs. They, along with Chris-
tine I. Caly-Sanchez, Associate 
Director, MEUCE, were also able to 
attend all the networking events, 
where they met Miami-Dade deci-
sion makers, European consuls, 
scientists, and high-tech compa-
nies' CEOs from the US, Europe, 
and Latin America. The Miami-
Florida European Union Center of 
Excellence would like to thank Mr. 
Manny Medina, founder of eMerge 
Americas; Carolina Rendeiro, VP of 
Strategic Development;  and Beth 
Morgan, VP Public Sector Engage-

Dr. Olaf Heilmayer, Viktoria Bodnarova, FIU President Mark Rosenberg, Christine I. Caly-Sanchez 

Viktoria Bodnarova and Dr. Olaf Heilmayer informing one of the conferenceõs attendee on Horizon 2020 

https://miamieuc.fiu.edu/events/general/2015/meuce-research-workshop/bio-olaf-heilmayer.pdf
https://miamieuc.fiu.edu/events/general/2015/meuce-research-workshop/bio-olaf-heilmayer.pdf
https://miamieuc.fiu.edu/events/general/2015/meuce-research-workshop/short-bio_viki_march2015.pdf
https://miamieuc.fiu.edu/events/general/2015/meuce-research-workshop/short-bio_viki_march2015.pdf
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ment at eMerge Americas for giving 
us the opportunity of participating in 
this wonderful conference. 
The MEUCE is looking forward to 
participating in next yearôs confer-
ence, which will take place in Miami 
in April 2016. 
 

"eMerge Americas is a global idea 
exchange focusing on how technol-
ogy and innovation are disrupting 
industries. The conference serves 
as a platform connecting revolution-
ary startups, cutting-edge ideas, 
and global industry leaders & inves-
tors across North America, Europe, 
and Latin America. Itôs five inten-
sive, exhilarating days of interactive 
sessions, networking events in  
Miamiôs most iconic venues, and 
compelling presentations designed 
to spark conversation & unleash 
creativity."; ñeMerge Americas 
serves as the preeminent innova-
tive thought exchange helping 
transform Miami into the technolog-
ical hub of the Americasò  
To learn more about the event or to 
see the agenda and list of speak-
ers, visit www.emergeamericas.org  
 

Read more here:  

¶ http://www.miamiherald.com/news/
business/article6362082.html  

 

¶ http://www.emergeamericas.org/
press-release/NBC-01-14-15.html 

Viktoria Bodnarova and Christine I. Caly-Sanchez at Horizon 2020/Euraxess Booth 

Christine I. Caly-Sanchez, Beacon Council President & CEO Larry Williams, Viktoria Bodnarova, Dr. Olaf Heilmayer 

V. Bodnarova, O.  Heilmayer, C. Caly-Sanchez, Hon. N. Olijslager, Barbara Staal O. Heilmayer, V. Bodnarova, Miami-Dade Mayor Carlos Gimenez, C. Caly-Sanchez, Michael Kröner 

 

  eMerge Americas Symposium ðMay 1 - 5, 2015  

By Christine I.  Caly-Sanchez 

http://emergeamericas.org/
http://www.miamiherald.com/news/business/article6362082.html
http://www.miamiherald.com/news/business/article6362082.html
http://www.emergeamericas.org/press-release/NBC-01-14-15.html
http://www.emergeamericas.org/press-release/NBC-01-14-15.html
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             BILAT USA 2.0  

Horizon 2020 Workshop at FIU  

Miami, May 6,  2015 ñ 9 a.m. ð1:30 pm 
 

Following the eMerge Americas 
Symposium on Research and In-
novation on May 4--5 May 2015, 
BILAT 2.0 USA partners and 
MEUCE organized a ñPractical 
Workshop on Horizon 2020 and 
EU Funding possibilities for US 
Researchers and FIU Facultyò. 
The session ï with over 45 partici-
pants ï took place at Florida Inter-
national University Computing & 
Information Science School  on 

Wednesday, May 6, 2015 from 9 
a.m.  - 1:30 pm, and was orga-
nized by Florida International Uni-
versity/Miami-Florida European 
Union Center of Excellence, DLR 
and EURAXESS. The participants 
in the workshop hailed from FIU 
different departments, including 
the Office of the Global Affairs, the 
Computing & Information Science 
School, the Environment Depart-
ment, and the School of Medicine. 
This diverse group participated in a 

lively and active discussion over 
the course of the four hours. Dr. 
Meredith Newman, Vice Provost 
for Faculty and Global Affairs; Dr. 
Giri Narasimhan, Professor & As-
sociate Dean for Research and 
Graduate Studies, Computing & 
Information Science; Dr. Iyengar, 
Director, Computing & Information 
Sciences, welcomed the audience 
and speakers. Christine I. Caly-
Sanchez, Associate Director, 
MEUCE, and organizer of the 
event, thanked the audience for 
participating in the workshop and 
introduced the two speakers: Dr. 
Olaf Heilmayer, Head of Unit, Ger-
man Aerospace Center, Multilat-
eral Cooperation, Monitoring, Eu-
ropean and International Coopera-
tion, Bonn, Germany; and Viktoria 
Bodnarova , Regional Representa-
tive, Euraxess Links North Ameri-
ca. 
 

The first segment of the workshop 
began with a working roundtable  
with FIU faculty, an Italian scientific 
delegation from Rome and the two 
representatives from BILAT USA 
2.0-Horizon 2020. The discussion 
was about future possibilities of 
scientific projects between FIU and 
the Italian scientific delegation 
members through Horizon 2020. 
Afterwards, the Italian delegation, 

From left to right: Dr. William Anderson, Viktoria Bodnarova, Christine I. Caly-Sanchez,  

Dr. Olaf Heilmayer, Dr. Meredith Newman,  Lino Fioretino, and Davide Guerrieri   

Dr. Olaf Heilmayer, Head of Unit, German Aerospace Center, DLR FIU Faculty at the Horizon 2020 Workshop on May 6, 2015 

https://miamieuc.fiu.edu/events/general/2015/meuce-research-workshop/bio-olaf-heilmayer.pdf
https://miamieuc.fiu.edu/events/general/2015/meuce-research-workshop/bio-olaf-heilmayer.pdf
https://miamieuc.fiu.edu/events/general/2015/meuce-research-workshop/short-bio_viki_march2015.pdf
https://miamieuc.fiu.edu/events/general/2015/meuce-research-workshop/short-bio_viki_march2015.pdf
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along with the two representatives 
from BILAT, visited the FIU Dis-
covery Laboratory.  
 

After the tour,  Dr. Olaf Heilmayer 
shared a brief introduction to the 
BILAT 2.0 USA objectives and 
goals, and made a presentation on 
Horizon 2020 and the different EU 
funding possibilities to FIU faculty.  
 

Viktoria Bodnarova presented the 
objectives and goals of EURAX-
ESS, which focuses less on collab-
orative projects, and more on indi-
viduals, mobility and fellowship. 
She informed the audience about 

the job vacancies and funding op-
portunities available in 40 Europe-
an countries. 
 

A lively discussion between the 
presenters and faculty members 
continued during a luncheon host-
ed by the Miami-Florida European 
Union Center of Excellence at the 
Computing & Information Science 
School. 

ƷTo view more information on the 
workshop, click here 

 By Christine. I. Caly-Sanchez 
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Viktoria Bodnarova, Regional Representative, Euraxess Links North America 

Dr. Iyengar, Director, Computing & Information Sciences Christine I. Caly-Sanchez, Viktoria Bodnarova, Dr. Giri Narasimhan, Dr. Olaf Heilmayer 

 

Horizon 2020 is the 

biggest EU Re-

search and Innovation pro-

gramme ever with nearly ú80 

billion of funding available over 7 

years (2014 to 2020) ï in addi-

tion to the private investment that 

this money will attract. It promis-

es more breakthroughs, discov-

eries and world-firsts by taking 

great ideas from the lab to the 

market. For more information on 

Horizon 2020, click here 

https://miamieuc.fiu.edu/events/general/2015/meuce-research-workshop/horizon2020-vip-1.pdf%20%20
http://ec.europa.eu/programmes/horizon2020/
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At FIU Discovery Lab, Dr. Nagarajan Prabakar presenting the TeleBot robot 

At FIU Discovery Lab, Italian Scientific Delegation with Dr. Olaf Heilmayer, Christine I. Caly-Ssanchez, and Viktoria Bodnarova 

 Left:  Lino Fioretino experimenting simulation                 Right: Fabio de Furia, Christine I. Caly-Sanchez, Olaf Heilmayer, Viktoria Bodnarova 


