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 The EU has abolished the death 
penalty among its member states, and is 
collectively opposed to capital punishment. 
On occasion of the World Day against the 
Death Penalty (October 10), the Miami-
Florida Jean Monnet Center of Excellence 
(MF-JMCE) assembled five European con-
suls (of France, Germany, the UK, Spain, 
and the Netherlands) as well as two legal 
experts from 
FIUôs School of 
Law on October 
8 to present 
their stances 
and discuss the 
subject.  
 Moder-
ated by Profes-
sor of Law Noah 
Weisbord, the 
European con-
suls and law 
school profes-
sors demon-
strated not only 
their collective 
opposition to 
this form of pun-
ishment, but 
each also pro-
vided a slightly different reasoning for its 
abolition, and connected their own national 
histories to the topic at hand. Many reasons 
were listed why the death penalty is unac-
ceptable for EU member states: an increas-
ing international consensus that it should 
be abolished, possible violations of interna-
tional human rights conventions, a statisti-
cally proven ineffectiveness as deterrent 
with studies showing that having it actually 
goes hand in hand with increased murder 
rates, as well as racial justice considera-
tions.  
The second part of the evening was filled 

with questions by the audience, and a dis-
cussion that revolved around different politi-
cal-legal cultures worldwide, and religious 
justifications, as a possible reason why it 
still persists. It was highlighted that the U.S. 
finds itself in the company of non-liberal 
states such as China, Iran, Yemen, etc., 
and that more than 50% of executions stem 
from only 2% of states, raising a number of 

problematic 
questions. But 
there were 
also reason 
brought for 
how the aboli-
tion of the 
death penalty 
in many US 
states could 
be advanced: 
from highlight-
ing the racial 
injustice that 
condemns 
proportionate-
ly more Afri-
can-American 
than Cauca-
sians, to us-
ing a cost-

argument as capital punishment trials cost 
significantly more than a prison sentence. A 
lively debate ensued with the audience that 
saw arguments made for keeping it, as well 
as for its abolishment. Even if not everyone 
in the audience may have been convinced 
of the merits of abolishing capital punish-
ment, the evening certainly was successful 
in gathering and diffusing arguments 
against it, and to show European unity on 
this issue.  
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The Death Penalty: European  

Union and International Perspectives  

miamieuc.fiu.edu  

Panel Discussion on òThe Death Penalty: European Union and  
International Perspectives 

By Dr. Markus Thiel 

Ʒ To view video, click here 
Ʒ To view pictures, click here 

mailto:http://lawmediasite.fiu.edu/Mediasite/Play/067d4263c40143daacf5fb2cf3ad94831d
mailto:https://picasaweb.google.com/101832858099366193320/October82015_PanelDiscussionTheDeathPenaltyEuropeanUnionAndInternationalPerspectives


 

 

P A G E    2 

Celebration of Jean Monnet  

EU Center of Excellence  

 

Dr. Markus Thiel, Prof. Ediberto Roman, Tomas Abreu, Hon. Candido Creis, HM David Prodger, Hon. Philippe Létrilliart, Hon. Jürgen Borsch,  
Willemijn Kallenberg, Christine I. Caly-Shanchez, Prof. Michele Anglade, Prof. Noah Weisbord. 

 

Markus Thiel and Christine I. Caly-Sanchez 

Tomas Abreu, Honorary Consul of Monaco,  
and Hon. Philippe Létrilliart, Consul General of France 

Tomas Abreu , Honorary Consul of Monaco; Hon. David 
Prodger, British Consul General;  and Dr. Volker Anding 

Hon. David Prodger, British Consul General;Hon. Jürgen Borsch,  
Consul General of Germany; Prof. Noah Weisbord 

Hon. Candido Creis 
Consul General of Spain in Miami 
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 On Friday, October 16, 
the Miami-Florida Jean Monnet 
Center of Excellence was excited 
to co-sponsor a presentation by 
EU Parliament Member, Pavel 
Teliļka, on Cuba and the Europe-
an Union. 
 ñYouôre lucky to have a 
member of the European parlia-
ment. Too often in the US, Eu-
rope seems irrelevant, I can as-
sure you itôs not,ò said John 
Stack, the Dean Designate of the 
Green School of International and 
Public Affairs before introducing 
Mr. Teliļka who spoke about how 
the case of Cuba Is an excellent 
opportunity to raise the question 
of the importance of human 
rights. Martin Palouġ, Director of 
the Vaclav Havel Initiative for Hu-
man Rights and Diplomacy, also 
had a few words to say in his 
opening remarks about the im-
portance of building a bridge be-
tween the word of academia and 
the world of practical international 
politics. 
 Mr. Teliļka spoke in front 
a filled auditorium, on the on-
going negotiations for a new bilat-
eral treaty between the EU and 
Cuba, with a particular emphasis 
on the issue of human rights. His 
talk began with a question related 

to US diplomatic changes toward 
Cuba: ñDo you know what was 
the first reaction was in Europe? 
óAmericans are ahead of us,ô and 
that shows you that we are living 
in an environment where politics 
are in crisis.ò   
 Teliļka supports that 
change that is occurring in policy 
toward Cuba, stating that the poli-
cy of the International Community 
toward Cuba has not been too 
successful, since human rights 
abuses are still there, and people 
are still living in bad conditions. 
He is adamant that the time is 
now to negotiate for the better-
ment  of human  rights in  the  
island. 
 For him what  is  most 
important is to figure out what 
policies need to be implemented 
to benefit the people of Cuba, and 
to ensure that negotiations are 
conducted in such a way that hu-
man rights are respected. Teliļka 
sees that the challenges that 
these negotiations present are, to 
a large degree, opportunities 
themselves. He considers policy 
efficiency on the part of the EU, 
and cooperation with the United 
States, as major challenges, but 
also opportunities that should be 
taken. 

 After his opening remarks, 
the floor was open for questions, 
which included participation by 
Cuban activist Rosa Maria Pay§ 
and others, which encouraged a 
lively debate about the past, pre-
sent, and future of Cuba and its 
foreign policy. 
In his conclusion, Teliļka urged 
for the necessity of thinking jointly 
to form concrete conditions and 
ideas that can become part of the 
negotiation process in order to 
ensure progress on all sides, and 
once again stressed the im-
portance of protecting human 
rights. 
 The lecture was present-
ed by the V§clav Havel Program 
for Human Rights and Diplomacy, 
in partnership with the Steven J. 
Green School of International and 
Public Affairs, the European and 
Eurasian Studies Program, the 
Kimberly Green Latin American 
and Caribbean Center, and the 
Cuban Research Institute. It was 
funded by the John S. and James 

L. Knight Foundation. 

      By Stephanie Sepulveda 

Ʒ To view video, click here 
Ʒ To view pictures, click here  

 

Pavel  Telicka, EU Parliament Member 
Martin PalouĢ, Christine I. Caly-Sanchez,  

Pavel  Telicka 

mailto:http://mediaweb.fiu.edu/Mediasite/Play/d9e3f906289b41cdb7aa852d06a66d241d
mailto:https://picasaweb.google.com/101832858099366193320/October162015_PavelTelickaEUParliamentMemberOnTheQuestionsOfCubaAndTheEuropeanUnion%23


 

 

  Student Spotlight  
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Alexandra Mosquera, Journalism Student at SJMC 

 Alexandra Mosquera, a stu-
dent of Journalism at FIU, who has 
ties to Spain and Germany. She tells 
us a little bit about herself in her own 
words, one that shows us the con-
nections between Europe, Latin 
America, and the United States. 
 

 ñI was raised in Spain for 
over 10 years, but was born in El 
Salvador, and I'm half German, half 
Ecuadorian. I consider myself Span-
ish since it was the country that 
shaped me the most with its culture 
and values. My parents and I moved 
to Spain when I was 10. 
 When I was 16, a teacher 
told me that my writing wasn't too 
bad, it was a compliment coming 
from him. That was the first time I felt 
the calling of journalism, of being a 
reporter and maybe a foreign corre-
spondent for The New York Times.  
 I   spoke   Spanish  and  
German, but I have always been fas-
cinated by the English language and 
started to learn it on my own when I 
was 12. I realized the best way to 
learn a language has always been to 
go to the country where it's spoken! 
The next thing I knew, I took a year 
off and came to the U.S. I was an 
AuPair and lived in Los Altos Hills in 
Northern California where I lived with 
a family and took care of 5-year-old 
twins. When I went back to Spain I 

applied to a few schools and a few 
months I was on my way back to the 
U.S. I attended De Anza College, 
where I initially took some classes. I 
moved to Cupertino, CA, in the sum-
mer of 2010 and declared my major 
as journalism. DAC gave me the best 
foundation for a life in the U.S. that I 
could have asked for. I was the sec-
retary and later on, the captain of the 
cheerleading team of the school, had 
my first experiences at a college 
newspaper, La Voz, where I learned 
more about writing and photography 
and I met people who would become 
the best friends I could have made.  
 After I had enough credits to 
transfer, I decided to get closer to 
New York City and attended Rutgers 
University in Northern Jersey in 
2013. As great as the school was, 
with very dedicated professors and 
many opportunities to grow in differ-
ent clubs and organizations, New 
Jersey didn't feel like a place I could 
call home. I went to the school li-
brary, opened up a U.S. map, closed 
my eyes and went with my index fin-
ger up and down the East Coast to 
then finally stop in the state of Flori-
da. Two weeks later I had sent out 
four applications for different univer-
sities in the State. 
 FIU was the first to accept 
me and since Miami was a warm 
place, it was my first choice. I also 
chose Miami because of my Ecuado-
rian and Salvadorian roots. I thought 
I would feel more connected to them 
through the music, food and of 
course, the people. I feel lucky to 
have chosen FIU.  
 My advisor helped me so 
much throughout all the semesters 
and it made me feel safe and a little 
more relaxed to know that I could 
rely on her. I have a mentor in jour-
nalism, who exposed me and my 
classmates to practice and threw us 
into the cold water. He made it possi-
ble for me to not only learn most of 
what I know in journalism, but he 
taught me who I don't want to be and 
who I really want to become.  

 FIU has taught me to be per-
sistent, it hasn't given me anything 
that I didn't have to work hard for, it 
hasn't opened any doors yet, but it 
has taught me how to open them 
myself. FIU has given me friendship 
and love, as well as experience while 
working at The Beacon.  
 For the future, I will be doing 
my Optional Practical Training (OPT) 
and hopefully find a job, if not  in  
Miami, then at least in Florida. I plan 
on pursuing a masters in business in 
the next year. This  city and  the  
people in it have a place in my heart 
and memory that I'm not ready to 
leave behind just yet. I think there 
are great opportunities lying ahead of 
me and I'm confident that I will do 
what I love. I'm this confident thanks 
to the education I have received and 
the support from friends and family 
along the way and beyond my col-
lege career. I have had many oppor-
tunities to meet some of the brightest 
and most beautiful minds here at 
FIU, in SJMC and have to thank 
them too for being part of a spectac-
ular journey.  
 For students that might think 
about coming to the U.S. and specifi-
cally FIU to study, I can only recom-
mend this experience! There will be 
hard times and you might struggle, 
but it will all be worth it. In the middle 
of the biggest struggle you might 
meet the best people you'll ever meet 
that will not only shape your life for a 
minute or a day, but for the rest of 
your life they'll be a part of it. If you 
feel motivated and inspired to pursue 
an education at FIU, people will em-
brace you and help you grow.  
Growth won't happen over night and 
you might not even notice until some-
one interviews you for a student 
spotlight how much you've experi-
enced, but it will happen and you will 
learn from good and bad, surrounded 
by an immense number of diversity in 
people, food and more, a different 
language (or languages) and the  
future beautiful minds.  

      By Stephanie Sepulveda 

Alexandra Mosquera 
Student of Journalism, FIU 
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Interview with Swedish Ambassador, Christer Persson 

 On October 21, 2015, former Swedish Ambas-
sador to various Latin American countries including 
Uruguay and Nicaragua visited FIU to give a lecture on 
óSwedish Domestic Politics: past & presentô. Mr. 
Persson was able to integrate his experience of his 
many years as diplomat representing Sweden in Latin 
America, at the United Nations in Vienna, the EU in 
Brussels, and other posts. Given his illustrious back-
ground, the JMCE asked him a few questions on cur-
rent topics in EU, European and Swedish politics. But 
first, we wanted to know a bit about his current posi-
tion: based out of Wasilla, Alaska, he is an affiliate of 
the Department of Political Science of the University of 
Alaska, Anchorage. But he also lectures regularly for 
Old Dominion University in Norfolk, Virginia. In addi-
tion, in the past years after retiring from his diplomatic 
position, he taught at several universities international 
relations and law, as well as European and Latin Amer-
ican Politics in Nicaragua, Chile and at the UN-
mandated University of Peace in Costa Rica.  
 When asked what the former Ambassador 
sees as the most pressing political issue in Swedish 
Politics, he cited the ongoing refugee/migrant crisis: 
not only because it is a huge challenge for a relatively 
small country such as Sweden to host and integrate 
thousands of arriving people, but also because a fail-
ure to do so would strengthen the emerging far-right 
Swedish Democrats, with unforeseen consequences 
for Swedish domestic and indeed, European/EU Poli-

tics. When asked about his view of the  biggest political 
issue in the EU currently, Amb. Persson  mentioned 
the Eurocrisis. Far from being over, the  long-term  
sustainability of the Greek governmental budget and 
Greeceôs economic performance is still not guaranteed. 
And while Sweden, as a non-Euro member, did not 
have an obligation to provide funds, it did so out of  
solidarity. Our final question was directed at the issue 
of leadership in the EU, which is faced with a number 
of challenges at the moment.  
 Ambassador Persson  expressed that the 
Franco-German leadership was essential in developing 
and furthering European integration. Thus, he does not 
agree to the ones who think that right now may be a 
good time to abolish the EU (as the EU often took a 
step forward and then back), nor does he view the cur-
rent German dominance in EU affairs a problem, as 
long as Germany pursues responsible policies- which 
by judging at past statesmen and their leadership, was 
the case. 

        By Dr. Markus Thiel 

Amb. Christer Persson and Dr. Markus Thiel 

Amb. Christer Persson speaking to students after his lecture 

Dr. Lukas Danner, Amb. Christer Persson,  
Christine I. Caly-Sanchez, and Dr. Markus Thiel Ʒ To view video, click here            Ʒ To view pictures, click here  
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