
The European Union 

How much do you know  
about the EU?  

ñPeace, Prosperity and Partnershipò 

European  Union 



The European Union 

Celebrating the European Union: 
 

ÅReuniting a fractured continent  

ÅPeace, political stability and economic 
prosperity  

ÅGrowth from from 6 to 27 nations, bringing the 
EUôs population to half a billion.  

ÅA frontier -free single market and a single 
currency, the euro 

ÅUnited in a commitment to peace, democracy, 
the rule of law and respect for human rights.  

ÅWorldôs biggest donor of development aid to 
poorer countries.  

Over Half a Century of Peace and Progress 



The European Union 

What is the European Union?  

Å Shared values: liberty, democracy, respect for human rights 

and fundamental freedoms, and the rule of law. 

ÅThe worldôs largest economic body. 

ÅThe worldôs most successful model for regional integration 

and for advancing peace and democracy. 

Å A unique institution as Member States voluntarily cede 

national sovereignty in many areas to carry out common 

policies and governance. 

Å It is not a super-state which replaces existing states. Nor is 

it simply an organization for international cooperation.  
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EU Quiz 

  

 We invite you to test your knowledge of the 

European Union, its institutions, initiatives 

and achievements.  

 Good Luck! 

Catherine Ashton,  
EU High Representative for 

Foreign Affairs and European 
Commission Vice President  
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Question 1  
 
 

What event does  
ó9 May - Europe Dayô commemorate? 

 
a) The introduction of the euro in 1999  

 
b) The Schuman Declaration of 1950 

 
c) The agreement on the Treaty on 

European Union in 1991 



The European Union 

Answer:  

  

ÅOn May 9, 1950, Robert Schuman 
presented his proposal on the 
creation of an organized Europe, 
indispensable to the maintenance 
of peaceful relations.  

ÅThis proposal, known as the 
Schuman Declaration , is 
considered to be the beginning of 
the creation of what is now the 
European Union.  

Robert Schuman  

(b) 



The European Union 

Question 2 
 

ÅFollowing the devastation of 

WWII, the foundations of the 

EU were laid with the 

creation of the European Coal 

and Steel Community.  

ÅWhich were the first six  

member states? 



The European Union 

Answer: 

 

Founding 

Members   

 

Belgium 

France 

Germany 

Italy  

Luxembourg 

Netherlands 
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 Question 3  
 
Why are there 12 stars on the European 
flag? 

a) Europa, the mythical Greek 
Goddess had 12 sons  

b) To represent 12 member states 

c) It is a number that represents 
perfection and completeness 

The Greek Goddess Europa  

The flag of the European Union  



The European Union 

Answer:  
 

ÅThe circle of gold stars represents 
solidarity and harmony between 
the peoples of Europe.  

ÅThe number 12 traditionally 
symbolizes perfection and 
completeness. 

(c) 
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Question 4 

How many official languages are 
there in the EU? 

a) 2 

b) 23 

c) 15 



The European Union 

Answer: 

 
Å The EU has 23 official 

languages. 
 

Å Moreover, the EU has more 
than 60 indigenous regional 
minority language 
communities.  

(b) 



The European Union 

Question 5 

 

a) Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart  

b) Ludwig Van Beethoven 

c) Pyotr Ilyich Tchaikovsky  

d) Antonio Lucio Vivaldi  

 

Who composed the official 
anthem of the EU, óOde To Joyô? 



The European Union 

Answer:  
 

ÅThe melody comes from the 
Ninth Symphony composed in 
1823 by Ludwig Van 
Beethoven.  

ÅThe lyrics, written in 1785 by 
Friedrich von Schiller, 
express his idealistic vision of 
the human race becoming 
brothers - a vision Beethoven 
shared. 

Ludwig Van Beethoven  

(b) 
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Question 6 

   

If a national law and a 
European law conflict,  
which one applies? 

a) The national law. 
 

b) The European law. 
 

c) The Court of Justice of the 
EU decides on a case-by-
case basis. 



The European Union 

Answer:  

 

ÅThe European law applies.  

ÅThis ensures that laws that 
have been adopted at EU level 
are uniformly applied 
throughout the 27 Member 
States.  

The ECJ Insignia  

(b) 



The European Union 

Å The decision -making process of the EU involves 
three main institutions:  

 

× The European Commission  

× The European Parliament  

× The Council of the European Union  

 

Å This institutional triangle produces the policies 
and laws that apply throughout the EU.  

Å In principle, it is the Commission that proposes 
new laws, but it is the Parliament and Council 
that adopt them. The Commission and the 
member states then implement them, and the 
Commission ensures that the laws are properly 
taken on board.  

 

 

Decision -Making  

http://images.google.lu/imgres?imgurl=http://blog.kievukraine.info/uploaded_images/5175-754961.jpg&imgrefurl=http://blog.kievukraine.info/2007/09/eus-invisible-helping-hand-in-ukraine.html&usg=__T8dI8pe7hqq-Ddq6zQtly5jc4Lk=&h=640&w=800&sz=118&hl=en&start=66&itbs=1&tbnid=00Px5TVAv2WpgM:&tbnh=114&tbnw=143&prev=/images%3Fq%3Deu%2Bflag%26start%3D54%26hl%3Den%26sa%3DN%26gbv%3D2%26ndsp%3D18%26tbs%3Disch:1
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Question 7 

True or False?  

An Irish citizen who lives in 
Greece can participate in 
local Greek elections as well 
as European Parliament 
elections. 



The European Union 

Answer:  

ÅAs an EU citizen resident in another EU country 
you are allowed to vote at local government and 
European parliamentary elections. 

 

TRUE 
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Question 8 

 

 

a) Germany 

b) France 

c) Spain 

d) United Kingdom  

David Cameron Angela Merkel 

Mariano Rajoy 

Can you match the EU 
countries with their 
political leaders? 
 

 François Hollande  



The European Union 

Answers: 

(d) The UK (a) Germany 

(c) Spain (b) France 
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Question 9 
 

1) How many countries currently 
use the Euro as their currency? 
 

2) Which country was the most 
recent to adopt the Euro? 



The European Union 

Answer 1: Austria  
Belgium 
Cyprus 
Estonia 
Finland  
France 

Germany 
Greece 
Ireland  

Italy  
Luxembourg 

Malta  
the Netherlands  

Portugal 
Slovakia 
Slovenia 

Spain 
 
 

Å The correct answer is 17 countries 
 



The European Union 

Answer 2:   

 

 

ÅThe correct answer is Estonia  

 

ÅEstonia became a EU member in 
2004 and adopted the Euro in 
2011.   
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Question 10 

Spain     2007   

France    1986  

Bulgaria    1951 

Greece    1981 

Match the country to the year it joined the EU:  



The European Union 

France 1951 

Bulgaria 2007  

Spain 1986  

Greece 1981 

Answers: 
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Question 11 

Which of the following countries will join the 
EU in 2013? 

a) Croatia 
 

b) Former Yugoslav 
Republic of Macedonia 
 

c) Turkey 
 

d) Iceland 


