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The Seduction of Modern Spain: The Female Body and the Francoist Body Politic ex-
amines how sexual politics, specifically those surrounding the modernization of a con-
sumer economy, are key to understanding the transformation of Spain from isolated dic-
tatorship to modern state. It focuses on issues concerning modernity and the commodi-
fication of the female body under the dictatorship of Francisco Franco in the 1950s and
1960s. These two decades are critical to understanding this transformation because
they coincide with the opening of markets, the freer movement of people in and out of
the country through tourism and emigration, and the embracing of the "American way
of life" popularized in Hollywood movies. From a gender perspective this "in between
moment," in Homi Bhaba's terms, from autarchy to consumerism favored the transition
from the virginal female model, prescribed by the regime, (what the author calls "True
Catholic Womanhood") to a seductive modern woman that the media sold to Spanish
women. The originality of this study resides in Dr. Morcillo's use of feminist theories of
the body to study archival sources of the Francoist years.
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