European and Eurasian Studies Program
Steven J. Green School of International and Public Affairs

Italian Classic Film Series

7 Vittorio de Sica’'s Umberto D - (1952)

Film in Italian—Subtitled in English

« Thursday, February 22, 2018 | 2:00 PM - 4:00 PM | FIU—MMC | Graham Center— GC 150
« Friday, February 23, 2018 | 7:00 PM—9:00 PM | FIU Wolfsonian | 1001 Washington Avenue, Miami

Produced, directed, and co-scripted by Vittorio de Sica, Umberto D is a disarmingly simple film about an
alarmingly complicated social issue. Umberto (Carlo Battisti) is a retired civil servant, bereft of friends--save for
his pet dog--and family. Unable to pay the rent on the shabby room where he has lived for three decades, Um-
berto is slated for eviction. His angered protests to the Italian government about the cavalier treatment afford-
ed him and his fellow senior citizens fall upon deaf ears. Desperately trying to raise his rent money, Umberto
discovers that no one really wants him around. He contemplates suicide, but decides not to go through with it
out of concern for his dog's well-being. At film's end, Umberto is "doomed to live." Though the story has the
potential for a heavy-handed approach, De Sica wisely follows the edict established by co-scenarist Cesar
Zavattini: the camera does not comment, it merely observes. A box-office failure in Italy (where it ran into
resistance from government officials who preferred that the senior-citizen dilemma be swept under the rug),
Umberto D was the recipient of numerous industry and festival awards.

For more information and to RSVP, contact Jennifer Osejo at josej004@fiu.edu

Open and free to all FIU Students | Funded by CSO *)

Co-Sponsored by The Consulate General of Italy, Cinema Italy, and FIU's Wolfsonian,
Department of Global and Sociocultural Studies, The European & Eurasian Studies Program,
The Miami-Florida Jean Monnet Center of Excellence, The European Student Association, and The Italian Club.
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