
 

Participants: Biographical Notes  
 

KEYNOTE SPEAKER 

 

Philippe Etienne 
Ambassador of France to the United States 

 

 

Philippe Etienne is the Ambassador of France to the United States.  
 

He previously held numerous posts within the Ministry for Europe and Foreign Affairs, notably 

including Ambassador of France to Romania (2002-2005), Director of the Cabinet of the 

Minister of Foreign and European Affairs (2007-2009), Permanent Representative of France to 

the European Union (2009-2014), Ambassador of France to Germany (2014-2017) and most 

recently, Diplomatic Adviser to the President (2017-2019). 
 

Philippe Etienne is an expert on the European Union and continental Europe. He has held posts 

in Moscow, Belgrade, Bucharest, Bonn, Berlin and Brussels. He has also served as an adviser in 

the Cabinet of the Minister of Foreign Affairs on several occasions. 
 

A graduate of the École Normale Supérieure and the Ecole Nationale d’Administration 

(“Voltaire” Class, 1980), Philippe Etienne also holds the Agrégation (teaching diploma) in 

Mathematics, has a degree in Economics and is a graduate of the National Institute for Oriental 

Languages and Civilizations (Serbo-Croatian). 
 

He speaks English, German, Spanish, Russian and Romanian. 
 

He is an Officer of the Legion of Honor and a Commander of the National Order of Merit. 

 



MODERATOR 

 

David J. Kramer 
Director, European & Eurasian Studies Program 

Senior Fellow, Václav Havel Program for Human Rights and Diplomacy 

Steven J. Green School of International and Public Affairs 

Florida International University 

David J. Kramer joined Florida International University's Steven J. Green School of 

International and Public Affairs as a Senior Fellow in the Václav Havel Program for Human 

Rights and Diplomacy in May 2017. In July 2019, he also became Director for European and 

Eurasian Studies. 

Before moving to Miami, Kramer worked in Washington, DC for 24 years, most recently with 

The McCain Institute for International Leadership as Senior Director for Human Rights and 

Democracy. Before that, he served for four years as President of Freedom House. Prior to that, 

he was a Senior Transatlantic Fellow at the German Marshall Fund of the United States. 

Kramer served eight years in the U.S. Department of State, including as Assistant Secretary of 

State for Democracy, Human Rights, and Labor; Deputy Assistant Secretary of State for 

European and Eurasian Affairs (responsible for Russia, Ukraine, Moldova and Belarus affairs as 

well as regional non-proliferation issues); Professional Staff Member in the Secretary’s Office of 

Policy Planning; and Senior Advisor to the Undersecretary for Global Affairs. He also was 

Executive Director of the U.S. Advisory Commission on Public Diplomacy in Washington. 

Before joining the U.S. Government, Kramer worked at various think tanks in Washington 

including the Project for the New American Century, the Carnegie Endowment for International 

Peace, and the Center for Strategic and International Studies. Kramer was an Adjunct Professor 

at the Elliott School for International Affairs at The George Washington University. He also is 

Chair of the Board for the Free Russia Foundation, a Member of the Board of the International 

Republican Institute, and a Member of the Advisory Council for the George W. Bush 

Presidential Center’s Human Freedom Project, a Member of the Advisory Council for the 

Alliance for Securing Democracy at the German Marshall Fund, and a Contributing Editor for 

The American Interest. 

A native of Massachusetts, Kramer received his M.A. in Soviet studies from Harvard University 

and his B.A. in Soviet Studies and Political Science from Tufts University. 
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