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Russia’s political regime has not only reversed the democratic gains of the
1990s but has also extended its reach beyond its borders to undermine the
security and democratic integrity of European states. By supporting illiberal,
Euroskeptic political actors and networks and by leveraging corruption in its
dealings with foreign public officials, the Kremlin exports key features of its own
state-capture model as a strategy for expanding geopolitical influence. This
phenomenon exploits existing weaknesses in oversight and the rule of law,
thereby weakening the democratic “immune system” of the region. Experts on
democratic backsliding in Europe and on Russia’s aggressive efforts to discredit
Western democratic norms will discuss the forms, mechanisms and scale of
Moscow’s impact across the region.
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