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MAX PLANCK SOCIETY – FOUNDED IN 1948
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Max Planck (1858-1947)

Founder of the Quantum Theory,

Nobel Prize 1918
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MISSION AND GUIDING PRINCIPLES
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• Excellent cutting-edge basic research, 

strictly curiosity-driven and quality-oriented

• Harnack Principle—people not programs

• Autonomy—scientists decide upon science

• Flexible, dynamic, interdisciplinary MPIs

• Long-term trust systems with funding for 

high-risk projects

• Quality assurance by peers
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QUICK FACTS
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84
MP Institutes & Facilities

4
MPIs abroad

19
Max Planck Centers e.g. 

in the USA, UK, Japan

28
Nobel Prizes

31 Nobel Prize Laureates

5th
 Place 

Nature Publishing Index

Top  25
Top Global Innovators of 

Thomson Reuters

26k
Employees (Total staff)

2,2  Billion € 

Budget
(Total federal/state subsidies 2024)

8,100
Junior Scientists 

from around the world

200
Start-ups (since 1990)

134
Inventions (2024)

1st
 Place 

Most popular employer in the 

natural sciences



SITES OF MAX PLANCK INSTITUTES 
& ASSOCIATED INSTITUTES
1/2025
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MAX PLANCK INSTITUTES ABROAD
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Density collaborations/projects

as per 2024
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Max Planck Centers (19)

Partner Institutes (1) /  MPI abroad (4)

Research Infrastructure (9)

LATIN AMERICA

17 Partner Groups

Argentina 2

Bolivia 1
Brazil 3

Chile 4

Colombia 1
Mexico 3

Peru 1

Uruguay 2

AFRICA

9 Partner Groups

Ethiopia 1

RSA 1
Kenya 2

Mali 1

Malawi 1
Senegal 1

Tanzania 1

Uganda 1

ASIA

50 Partner Groups

India 22

China 17
Hongkong 1

Japan 1

Korea 6
Bhutan 1

Singapore 1

Taiwan 1

EUROPE

34 Partner Groups

Austria 1

Czech Republic 1
Cyprus 2

Denmark 1

Estonia 1
France 4

Greece 2

Hungary 1
Israel 3

Italy 4

Poland 4
Slovenia 1

Spain 6

Turkey 3

Tandem Groups (8) 

Washington, Boston, 

NY 

Ottawa
Vancouver

Toronto

Cardiff , Bris tol,
London 

Nijmegen,Twente

Lund

Lausanne/Zurich

Tokyo 

Jupiter, FL

Nijmegen

Florence
Rome

Buenos Aires

Arizona, LBT

Hawaii,  PanSTARRS

Zotino, ZOTTO

Manaus, ATTO

La Palma, MAGIC Tenerife, 
Solar Telescopes

Namibia, 
H.E.S.S.

Calar Alto, 
CAHA

Geneva, ATLAS
Grenoble, IRAM

Tandem Groups (8)

Colombia (2)

Brazil (3)

Uruguay (3)

Argentina 

INTERNATIONAL COLLABORATION  
Instruments und Infrastructure (5/2025)

Brisbane

NORTH AMERICA

7 Partner Groups

Canada 1

USA 6

Helsink i
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Kapstadt
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The Max Planck Florida Institute for Neuroscience
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The Brain in Action: 
Development and application of new 
technologies for probing the structure, 
function, and development of neural circuits.

Our Approach: 

• Bridge scales of analysis: from synapses to 
networks

• Integrate molecular, physiological, anatomical, 
behavioral, and computational approaches

Central Scientific Theme: 

Illuminating Neural Circuit Function



Multi-dimensional 
recording

Synapses

Systems

Circuits

Diverse animal 
models

Discovery 

research

The Vision: 

Innovating Neurotechnology for Discovery and Therapeutics

Computation-based 

discovery 

platform

Open-

source 

technology

Catalyzing 

translational 

discovery

Experimental 

and theoretical 

approaches

• Next-generation 

technology

• Analytic tools

• Computational 

Neuroscience

• Novel disease 

animal models

• Drug discovery

• Precision 

medicine

Transformative Neuroscience Discovery Therapeutic Innovation



MPFI’S FOCUS AREAS

High Impact 
Science

World Class 
Training

Technology 
Innovation 

and 
Partnerships

Greater

Impact

35 15

11 6

2

3

Sunposium & Neuroimaging 

Course

Scientific Collaborations

Education Outreach

Community Partnerships

211 papers 
(since 2012)

>500 trainees
(since 2012)





Thank you!

Paul Evans, Ph.D.

Associate Vice President, External Affairs

paul.evans@mpfi.org 

Cell: (561) 389-1028

mailto:paul.evans@mpfi.org
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