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The DFG – About Us
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► The DFG is the largest self-governed funding 

organization for basic research in Germany

► Budget of € 3.9 billion in 2023 (source: 2/3 

federal government, 1/3 state governments)

► Funded roughly 31,750 research projects

► DFG  funding goes to universities (90%) and 

non-university research institutions (10%)
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The DFG – Our Mandate

► The DFG funds research projects in the area of knowledge-

driven research; 

► helps shape the overall conditions and standards of academic 

research; 

It takes particular care to promote

► international cooperation,

► early-career researchers,

► fair participation by everyone in science and the humanities.
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► Basic research in all STEMM fields and the 

humanities 

► Bottom-up choice of research topics

► Everything done in competition/peer-

review

► No deadlines*

* excl. Priority Programmes, international calls etc.

DFG Funding Principles
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DFG Eligibility Requirements

Researchers

► who have completed their scientific training, i.e. 

who hold a doctorate and

► who (would like to) work in Germany
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DFG Funding Portfolio
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Support for International Activities
Different Funding Sources
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► Support for international cooperation is available in basically all funding programs, in any topic 

and discipline

► No specific funds for international collaboration allocated – projects with international 

components will be evaluated alongside all other proposals

► There are many different funding mechanisms to collaborate with a researcher abroad

► The DFG funds the German side and relies on matching funds for international partners

International Funding with DFG
The Basics
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DFG Funding for International Cooperation

Objective

Seed funding to jumpstart international collaboration

Type and Extent of Funding

Modules

► Bilateral workshops

► Trips abroad

► Guest visits

The modules can be combined. Funding is available for a maximum of 1 year. 

Initiation of International Collaboration
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DFG Funding for International Cooperation

Objective

Multi-year scientific exchange and cooperation on a topic area of choice 

across locations

Type and Extent of Funding

► Up to 3 years 

► 10 to 20 members (no more than half of them may be from abroad)

► Travel, coordination and publication costs 

Scientific Networks
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DFG Funding for International Cooperation

Objective

To carry out a thematically defined research project within a specific 

time frame 

Type and Extent of Funding

► Up to 3 years (+ renewal option)

► Staff, consumables, scientific instrumentation etc.

► Travel costs and guest visits

► Temporary Position as Principal Investigator (module)

► Mercator Fellows from abroad (module) 

Individual Grants Program

Basic module
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DFG Funding for International Cooperation

This module is available within the Individual Research Grant

Program (and coordinated programs)

Mercator Fellows are supposed to

► Strengthen research (and teaching) in Germany 

► Contribute to the objective of the research project

► Support early-career scientists

Funding is available for a research stay of 3 – 12 months (may be divided 

into 3-month blocks).

Module: Mercator Fellows
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DFG Collaboration with the US

• MoU extended 2024

• Joint research programs: Physics, Geoscience, Molecular and 
Cellular Biology, Advanced Manufacturing

• In preparation: Mathematics, Cyber Security, Chemistry

NSF

• MoU since 2024

• Joint research program in preparationNEH

• No MoUNIH
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Where to Find Current Calls

DFG - Deutsche Forschungsgemeinschaft - DFG-Büro Nordamerika
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https://www.dfg.de/dfg_profil/geschaeftsstelle/dfg_praesenz_ausland/nordamerika/index.html


Where to Find Partners

➢ GERiT ➢ GEPRIS ➢ Funding Atlas 2021

GERiT: German Research Institutions | DFG DFG - GEPRIS DFG - Fundingatlas 2021

October 2025

Roadshow

15

https://www.gerit.org/de
https://gepris.dfg.de/gepris/OCTOPUS
https://www.dfg.de/sites/fundingatlas2021/


A Flowchart to Guide You through the Process

Idea for collaboration 

between German and 

Canadian partners
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Thank you very much for your attention!

DFG Office North America 

northamerica@dfg.de
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