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Dear friends, 
 

We’re happy to share with you our spring –
summer newsletter, which provides you a 
good overview of the many  events we  
hosted, and activities we implemented as 
part of our European & Eurasian Studies 
Program,  and  the   Miami-Florida  Jean  
Monnet Center of Excellence. 
 

We had a busy few months, since we were 
lucky  to  receive  another   EU   public   
diplomacy grant, 'Getting to know Europe'. 
As part of it, we conducted a number of  
cultural and resilience-oriented events 
aimed  at  'creating  resilient  transatlantic 
relations'.  
 

Other highlights include our annual Jean 
Monnet Center conference on the EU's  
foreign & security policy, with Ambassador 
Vicini, Deputy Head of the EU Delegation to 
the United States in Washington, D.C. as 
keynote speaker, the visit of the  Polish  
Ambassador, a European career fair with 
local companies, the  Euro  Challenge  
competition, the celebration of European 
Day and the  European Consuls General 
roundtable on ‘The EU and US: Building 
Transatlantic Communities’, the screening 
of European films on the WALLCAST of the 
New World Symphony in Miami Beach, the 
high school teachers’ workshop on 
‘Teaching the European Union in a Transat-
lantic Context & the EU-Russia/Eastern  
European Relations.’  
 

We look  forward to seeing  you  at  our  
upcoming events in the next year, and hope 
you have a restful summer. 
 

Sincerely, 
 

Markus Thiel & Christine I. Caly-Sanchez 

 

 
 

 

Miami-Florida Jean Monnet Center of Excellence 

      Volume 1, Issue 3 — Spring-Summer 2018  

Follow us and for more information: 

 

https://www.facebook.com/Miami-Florida-Jean-Monnet-European-Union-Center-of-Excellence-267506059944251/
https://twitter.com/MEUCEFIU
https://miamieuc.fiu.edu/
https://miamieuc.fiu.edu/youtube-1/
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Understanding the European Union 

A Workshop for Journalists 

                           January 25, 2018 

 

The Miami-Florida Jean Monnet Center of Excel-
lence, sponsored by the Delegation of the European 
Union, organized a workshop as part of its grant Get-
ting to Know Europe on "Understanding the Europe-
an Union: A workshop for Journalists", held on Janu-
ary 25th, at FIU . Its goal was to improve the partici-
pants’ knowledge on current and relevant European 
issues through quality information, understanding of 
the opportunities it enables. The participants included 
journalists, as well as civic leaders aiming to get a 
better knowledge of the current situation of the re-
gion. The three scheduled presentations were given 
by distinguished experts. 
 

Dr. Markus Thiel, Director of the Miami-Florida Jean 
Monnet Center of Excellence, and the European & 
Eurasian Studies Program at Florida International 
University, centered his presentation on "Getting to 
Know Europe: What is the European Union, how 
does it work? ". He focused on the history of the Eu-
ropean Union, its institutions, and policymaking pro-
cesses, placing emphasis on the current evolution of 
this integration process of Europe.  It all corroborated 
the importance of a united Europe upholding shared 
values "to build and share prosperity, and to exert 
collective influence by acting together on the world 
stage". 
 

Of great interest for the participants were the 
presentations on "Current Issues and Challenges" 
by Drs. Markus Thiel and Mihaela Pintea, Associate 
Professor and Graduate Director of the Department 
of Economics at Florida International University. 
They centered the discussion on the Euro and the 
European Union Single Market, the refugee crisis, 
security and Brexit-related issues. Their views al-
lowed for a more profound knowledge of current 
points of interest that are affecting the European 
region, and were eye-opener to the new challenges, 
but also opportunities for the future. 

 

The last presentation was conducted by Christine I. 
Caly-Sanchez, Associated Director/Project Manager 
of the Miami-Florida Jean Monnet Center of Excel-
lence who provided the audience with the EU Re-
sources, local links and publications. Her presenta-
tion proved to be of great interest to all participants  
 

►To view photo gallery, click here 

►To view program, click here 

This project is part of the grant ‘Getting to Know 
Europe.’ 2017-2019 
 

Getting to Know Europe (GTKE) is a program funded by the Euro-
pean Union under objective four of the Partnership Instrument. GTKE 
promotes greater knowledge and understanding, within local and 
regional communities in the United States, of the European Union, its 
international role, its policies, its culture, and the value and the signifi-
cance of the EU-U.S. transatlantic partnership. For more information, 
click here. 
 

The Miami-Florida Jean Monnet Center of Excellence at Florida Inter-
national University (FIU), has been selected for its project and will 
implement outreach activities in South Florida’s communities which 
foster an awareness of the role of the EU and European culture as 
well as environmental and socioeconomic resilience policies in build-
ing transatlantic cohesion and relations. 

 

The Miami-Florida Jean Monnet Center of Excellence, FIU, will organize 
during two years—2017-2019: 

• Cultural community activities celebrating Europe-Month each May 
(roundtable, screenings, book reading, art exhibit); 

• Teacher & Media trainings on the EU and transatlantic relations; 

• Euro Challenge Competition for Florida 9th & 10th grades High 
Schools students  

• Public lecture series ‘Europe on the Road’ for South Florida  
     communities on environmental and socio-economic resilience; 

• Creation of an annual career-fair showcasing transatlantic  
     companies & cultural institutions (residing in Florida). 

 

►For more information, click here. 

By Christine I. Caly-Sanchez 

https://photos.app.goo.gl/bsi8CWePZWU3P8iY2
https://miamieuc.fiu.edu/events/general/2018/understanding-the-european-union-workshop-for-journalists/flyer-agenda_workshop-eu-for-journaslists_jan-25-2018.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/dgs/fpi/what-we-do/partnership_instrument_en.htm
https://miamieuc.fiu.edu/outreach/getting-to-know-europe/
https://miamieuc.fiu.edu/outreach/getting-to-know-europe/
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On February 9, 2018, the Steven J. 
Green School of International and 
Public Affairs welcomed, government 
representations from five Nordic coun-
tries (Denmark, Finland, Iceland, Nor-
way and Sweden) as part of the Ruth 
K. and Shepard Broad Distinguished 
Lecture Series, as they discussed the 
Nordic Green Economy: Exploring 
Innovative and Policy Approaches to 
Sustainability.  Internationally, there is 
a consensus about the need for a new 
sustainable economic model with a 
good economy and a healthy environ-
ment. The Nordic countries are at he 
vanguard in this respect and are lead-
ing the international community into 
adopting Green Economy policies.   
After the welcome remarks by Dr. 
John F. Stack, Jr, Inaugural Dean of 
the Steven J. Green School of Interna-
tional & Public Affairs at FIU, Deputy 
Director General, Norwegian Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs  Marius Dirdal made 
the opening remarks. The Panel con-

versation was in charge of Karin Ol-
ofsdotter, Sweden’s Ambassador to 
the United States, and of the Deputies 
Chief of Mission, Lars Bo Moller from 
Denmark, Antti Vanska of Finland, and 
Hreinn Palsson of Iceland. The moder-
ator of the Panel was Dr. Markus 
Thiel, Director of the Miami-Florida 
Jean Monnet Center of Excellence 
and of the European & Eurasian Stud-
ies Program. 
 

They all emphasized the importance of 
using their clean resources to reduce 
the negative effects in the world, like in 
the generation energy (e.g. Denmark 
is using wind and Iceland, its thermal-
energy). For the Nordic countries the 
reduction of emissions is a communi-
tarian obligation, and development 
and welfare are considered as the 
basis for reducing emissions. Goals 
have been established to reduce emis-
sions by 40% by 2030 and by 80%-
95% by 2050. They are also working 

on waste reduction. Even though they 
are producers of oil and gas, their pro-
duction has gone green, and their 
businesses are turning environmental-
ly friendly. They are implementing 
massive education programs in their 
territories, promoting friendliness with 
the environment, respecting human 
rights, and valuing differences 
 

They also emphasized the importance 
of climate change in the life of the Nor-
dic countries. Opening new roads in 
the Artic will benefit them but where 
green shipping should be considered 
to protect the purity and authenticity of 
this region. 
The closing remarks were made by 
Mr. Patrik Dahlgren, Senior Vice Presi-
dent of the Global Marine Operations 
at Royal Caribbean Cruises Ltd., who 
underlined the importance of sustaina-
bility projects related to reducing levels 
of sulfur and emissions for 2020, and 
recycling operations. Royal Caribbean 
is committed to fulfill these projects in 
its 49 ships sailing to 500 destinations, 
 

The conference was presented on the 
occasion of the release of the book 
Nordic Ways,  published by the John 
Hopkins University and the Brookings 
Institution, which explores the Nordic 
entrepreneurship, arts, culture, innova-
tion, education and a commitment to 
democratic values and environmental 
sustainability. 
The event was also co-sponsored by 
the European and Eurasian Studies 
Program, the Miami-Florida Jean Mon-
net Center of Excellence,  and the 
Jack D. Gordon Institute for Public 
Policy. 
 

CONFERENCE:  

THE NORDIC GREEN ECONOMY 
                  February 9, 2018 

►To view photo gallery, click here 

►To watch video, click here  

By Rosa Maria Ortiz & Christine I. Caly-Sanchez 

https://photos.app.goo.gl/r33AJJ0ZG5QWYHxq2
https://www.facebook.com/fiusipa/videos/10156270034159201/
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On February 12 and 13, the 
Miami-Florida Jean Monnet Center 
of Excellence organized a two-day 
conference on Transatlantic Secu-
rity Coordination in a New Interna-
tional Order: Security & Defense, 
Data & Cybersecurity, and Climate 
& Energy Policies. Its aim was to 
provide a forum for a broad policy 
analysis about the possibility of the 
United States and the EU to speak 
with a single voice over  these  
issues considering the increasingly 
unstable multipolar environment, 
geopolitical competition by emerg-
ing economies and authoritarian 
regimes, and the drastic changes 
in US foreign policy.   
 

Even though the EU evidences 
more stable policy preferences in 
these topics once placed on the 
agenda and negotiated internally, 
while the United States policy is 
often more dependent on the ad-
ministration in power and on the 

geopolitical environment of the 
time, there is space for coordina-
tion and cooperation that can pro-
vide mutual benefits for both part-
ners. 

 

On the afternoon of February 12, 
Dr. John F. Stack, Jr, Inaugural 
Dean of the Steven J. Green 
School of International & Public 
Affairs at FIU, made the welcoming 
opening remarks at the event, em-
phasizing the importance of a 
broad discussion on how the Unit-
ed States and Europe can cooper-
ate and collaborate on topics of 
security and defense, data and 
cyber defense, climate change and 
energy.  

 

Afterwards, Dr. Markus Thiel, Asso-
ciate Professor in Politics & Inter-
national Relations, Director of the 
Miami-Florida Jean Monnet Center 
of Excellence, and European & 
Eurasian Studies Program at FIU, 
introduced Ambassador Caroline 

Vicini, Deputy Head of the Delega-
tion of the European Union to the 
United States in Washington, D.C., 
who was the keynote presenter in 
the Conference.   
 

Amb. Vicini emphasized the im-
portance of transatlantic relations 
among the economies on both 
sides of the Atlantic, which share 
values, and global objectives, along 
with common threats and challeng-
es.  The United States and Europe 
face the same phenomena and fear 
that globalization may affect their 
labor markets, their immigration 
policies and the resurgence of na-
tionalism that threatens the post 
World War II order. However, to 
confront them, each must stand 
together with allies and join forces. 
This has been the key to success 
for both continents in past years. 
“Make America great” does not 
mean America alone. The Europe-
ans maintain their willingness to 
work together with the U.S. for a 
better world. 

 

The world has become more com-
plex, more connected and contest-
ed. Today, the world encounters a 
dramatic degradation on the securi-
ty of the environment; Ukraine has 
been invaded, and Crimea has 
been annexed by Russia; the Arab 
Spring has set several countries in 
turmoil and sent refugees seeking 
shelter, and there is a global prolif-
eration of nuclear regimes. The EU 
strategy considers it essential to 
ensure peace and security for its 
citizens and territories, to advance 
the prosperity of its people, to 
strength the values of its society 
and to champion a ruled space of 
order. For this, the EU will act out-
side its borders in an integrated 
approach with local, regional and 
global partners, emphasizing secu-
rity and defense initiatives that in-
clude military, diplomatic, economic 
and development efforts.  
 

CONFERENCE:  

The EU Security Policy in a Transatlantic 

Context and Beyond  
February 12, 2018 

Amb. Caroline Vicini, Deputy Head of the Delegation of the European Union  

to the United States, Washington, D.C. 

By Rosa Maria Ortiz & Christine I. Caly-Sanchez 
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Considering the European interests 
and the legitimate demand of its citi-
zens, the policy of the EU is to step 
forward and respond to the chal-
lenges in full complementarity with 
NATO and, in that context, with the 
US. For this purpose, in 2016, the 
EU launched a Permanent Structure 
for Cooperation (PESCO) that re-
flects twenty-five EU member states’ 
commitment to strengthening the 
individual and collective military ca-
pabilities to allow the EU to respond 
to crisis. PESCO increases the ca-
pability for NATO and does not aim 
to replace article 5 of NATO 
(defense to collective EU borders) 
but to promote stability inside the 
territories of the EU. The armies will 
be under the control of the sover-
eign nation-states, and can partici-

pate in EU or NATO operations to 
protect allies, and under the UN for 
peace-keeping missions.  
 

On the other hand, transatlantic Se-
curity Cooperation is a broad and 
deep issue that deals with nuclear 
proliferation regimes (Iran and North 
Korea), with Russia’s violation of 
rules in Ukraine, and China’s viola-
tion of economic rules, the recon-
struction of Iraq, the fight against 
global terrorism. In all these areas, 
the EU and US need to work in 
close partnership, and mechanisms 
have been established for an EU-US 
dialogue in different levels.  
 

►To view pictures, click here 
 

►To watch video, click here 

CONFERENCE:  

The EU Security Policy  

in a Transatlantic Context and Beyond (Cont’)        

                                             February 12-13, 2018 

Amb. Caroline Vicini 
Deputy Head of the Delegation 
of the European Union to the 
United States. 
 

Prior to joining the Delegation, Ms. 
Vicini served as Chief of Protocol, with 

the rank of Ambassador, at the Ministry for Foreign 
Affairs in Stockholm, Sweden. During her five years 
in this position, she was the focal point on all issues 
related to the Vienna Convention for Stockholm’s 109 
foreign missions, and in charge of all high-level visits 
to the Swedish government. 

From 2008 to 2009, Ms. Vicini worked in Washington, 
DC, as managing director for the public affairs com-
pany, Kreab Gavin Anderson serving Scandinavian 
corporate clients. In the second half of 2009, she 
replaced the Deputy Chief of Mission (DCM) at the 
Swedish Embassy in Dublin. 
From 2004-2008, Ms. Vicini was the DCM at the 
Embassy of Sweden in Washington, DC, a posting 
that coincided with the construction and inaugura-
tion  of the new chancery by the Potomac River in 
Georgetown. During her tenure in Washington, she 
led the project team that developed the House of 
Sweden’s public diplomacy program, which will 
celebrate its tenth anniversary in 2016. 

From 1999 to 2004, Ms. Vicini worked in security 
policy and military affairs at the Swedish Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs, first as Head of the Pol-Mil section 
and thereafter as Deputy Head of the Department of 
European Security Policy. She handled policy areas 
including: CBMs, defense material, the initial devel-
opment of the EU’s Common Security and Defense 
Policy (CSDP), and matters related to the intelligence 
agencies. 
Ms. Vicini’s earlier postings include Algiers, Paris, 
and Rome, where she also worked at the headquar-
ters of the World Food Program. She has a Master’s 
in Business Administration from the School of Eco-
nomics at Gothenburg University. 

Ambassador Vicini (center) with the European Consuls General , diplomats, Markus Thiel and Christine Caly-Sanchez   

Amb. Caroline Vicini, Deputy Head of the Delegation of the European Union  

to the United States, Washington, D.C. addressing the audience. 

https://photos.app.goo.gl/5tRrl00rDXSJfIxa2
https://bizstreams.fiu.edu/Mediasite/Play/d4a296a9e17d4946ace4fe5b97956c7f1d?catalog=a0c5a718-2c2e-4a4c-8adb-52eff7d80df2
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On February 13, four panels were 
held over the course of the day.  
 

Panel I: Security & Defense was 
chaired by Brian Fonseca, Director 
of the Jack D. Gordon Institute for 
Public Policy of the Steven J. Green 
School of International & Public Af-
fairs at FIU. The panelists were: Dr. 
Nikoloz Esitashvili, Visiting Profes-
sor of the Department of Politics & 
International Relations at FIU, who 
spoke of “The Impact of the Military 
Technological Development on 
NATO Cooperation”; Dr. Maria Lor-
ca-Susino, Professor of the Depart-
ment of Economics at the University 
of Miami, who spoke of 
“Transatlantic Trade Policy as Geo-
political Security”; and David Kra-
mer, Senior Fellow of the Steven J. 
School of International & Public Af-
fairs at FIU, in charge of 
“Transatlantic Cooperation in Con-
fronting the Putin Challenge”  
 

Dr. Lorca-Susino’s talk was cen-
tered in the data generated and ac-
cumulated by companies like 
Google and Facebook, and in the 
dangers presented in the sharing of 
personal and non-personal data 
through the virtual media;  while  

David Kramer underlined the inter-
national threats posed by states 
through cyberattacks, virtual diffu-
sion of fake news and election inter-
ferences in various states, and the 
development of cyberware linked to 
ransomware. He stated that even 
though sanctions have been im-
posed to several states, they have 
had less effect than expected.  Dr. 
Nikoloz Esitashvili emphasized the 
leading role played by the techno-
logical developments for military 
purposes and military weapon stock 
capacity of states that allow for glob-
al leadership in institutions like 
NATO.  
 

All panelists concluded that these 
threats cannot be treated lightly and 
that for a more efficient global secu-
rity and defense, a coordination 
among the transatlantic power 
states must be emphasized. Even 
though the US can hold the leading 
position due to its capabilities, other 
states can cooperate in confronting 
the danger of the global status quo. 
 

Panel II: Data & Cybersecurity 
was introduced by Prof. Thiel. The 
panel discussion was chaired by Dr. 
Joaquín Roy, Professor and Chair of 

the Jean Monnet Center at the Uni-
versity of Miami; and Director of the 
European Union Center in the same 
University and included as panelists: 
Professor Hannibal Travis, Profes-
sor of the School of Law at FIU, who 
presented on “Taming Cyber-
Aggression: Lessons from the Era of 
Covert Warfare”; Dr. Maggid Sa-
dowska, independent researcher, 
who introduced “Cyber Security in a 
Transatlantic Context”; and Robert 
Morgus, Senior Policy Analyst of 
New America’s Cybersecurity Initia-
tive and International Security Pro-
gram and Deputy Director of FIU-
New America-C2B Partnership, who 
was in charge of “Geopolitics and 
Cyber Governance: How the Last 
Five Years Have Changed the 
Shape of the International Cyberse-
curity Discussion”.  

 

All three panelists agreed on the 
increase of the number of cyberat-
tacks that have hit hard the military, 
public and private institutions affect-
ing different social services, political 
events, military capacities and busi-
nesses; and the lack of efficient na-
tional and international laws. Ad-
vances have been made by states 
and international institutions in trying 

CONFERENCE 
Transatlantic Security Coordination in a New International Order:  

Security & Defense, Data & Cybersecurity, and Climate & Energy Policies 

                                             February 12-13, 2018 

Panel I, from left to right: Brian Fonseca, Nikoloz Esitashvili,  

David Kramer, and Maria Lorca-Susino 

Panel II, from left to right: Joaquín Roy, 

Maggid Sadowska, and Hannibal Travis 
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CONFERENCE:  

Transatlantic Security Coordination in a New International Order:  

Security & Defense, Data & Cybersecurity, and Climate & Energy Policies (cont’) 

February 12-13, 2018 

to define the specificities of the 
crime, but there is still a need for 
international integrated laws in data 
security, deterrence of the crime, 
regulation in the use of the internet, 
and in agent’s accountability and 
responsibility. NATO is a powerful 
international institution that can chal-
lenge the cyberattacks. There is 
space for research and for agree-
ment. 
 

Panel III: Consular Roundtable on 
European Security accounted for 
the participation of the European 
Consuls General in Miami; Hon 
Candido Creis Estrada, from Spain; 
Hon Catalin Ghenea, from Romania; 
Hon Annette Klein, from the Federal 
Republic of Germany; Hon Clément 
Leclerc, from France; and Hon Gera 
Sneller from the Kingdom of Nether-
lands. The Panel discussion was 
chaired by Dr. Markus Thiel.  
All participants reiterated the im-
portance of multilateral work in se-
curity and of their commitment to the 
strong frameworks of both NATO 
and of the new regional structure of 
the Permanent Structured Coopera-
tion (PESCO). This regional struc-
ture represents a closer European 
cooperation in security and defense, 

which they consider a milestone, 
and a progressive alternative solu-
tion that will strengthen the EU. 
PESCO is currently working in medi-
cal cooperation and crisis relief.  
  

During Panel IV: Climate and Ener-
gy Policies, the participants heard 
from Melisa Balos, PhD Student in 
International Relations at FIU, about 
the “EU-NATO Strategic Partnership 
toward Energy Security: Critical En-
ergy Infrastructure, Maritime Securi-
ty, and Resource Scarcity”; from 
Melanie Goergmaier, PhD Student 
in International Studies at the Uni-
versity of Miami, about the “EU-US 
Energy & Climate Security Policies 
in view of Transatlantic Trade”; and 
from Dr. Annette La Rocco, Assis-
tant Professor of Political Science at 

Florida Atlantic University, about the 
“EU Securitization of Conservation 
Policy in Africa”. Dr. Edward Glab, 
Director of FIU Global Energy Secu-
rity Forum, was the chairman of the 
panel.  
 

The event presented a great spec-
trum of international threats and 
challenges to the EU and US that 
could be dealt coordinately and in 
mutual cooperation for mutual bene-
fit. 

Panel III, from left to right: Consul General of the Kingdom of the Netherlands, Gera Sneller; Consul General of France, Clément Leclerc; 

Consul General of Romania, Catalin Ghenea; Consul General of Spain, Candido Creis; and Markus Thiel 

Panel IV, from left to right: Annette La Rocco, Melanie Goergmaier, Melissa Balos, and Dr. Glab 

► To view photo gallery: 
- Panel I: click here 

- Panel II: click here 

- Panel III: click here 

- Panel IV: click here 
 

► To view detailed program, click here 
 

► To view Bios Panelists, click here   

By Rosa Maria Ortiz & Christine Caly-Sanchez  

https://photos.app.goo.gl/IdQYvVRaFJ9YDF4m1
https://photos.app.goo.gl/Kh754ASyozH6M9sC2
https://photos.app.goo.gl/x0HeypmTjXTWZaMI3
https://photos.app.goo.gl/mHKS0q4UGZzDiiCm2
https://miamieuc.fiu.edu/events/general/2018/two-day-eu-conference-transatlantic-policy-coordination-in-the-global-age-security-defense-data/detailedprogramconference12-13-february2018.pdf
https://miamieuc.fiu.edu/events/general/2018/two-day-eu-conference-transatlantic-policy-coordination-in-the-global-age-security-defense-data/bio-participants_feb12-13-2018.pdf
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100 Years of Independent Poland   

and Centuries of Polish-American Relations 
March 6, 2018 

The Blanka Rosenstiel Lecture 
Series on Poland, and the European 
and Eurasian Studies Program, in 
collaboration with The American 
Institute of Polish Culture and The 
Honorary Consulate of the Republic 
of Poland, organized a Conference 
on March 6 on “100 Years of Inde-
pendent Poland and Centuries of 
Polish-American Relations”, com-
memorating Poland’s 100 years of 
independence as a European coun-
try, after 123 years of geo-political 
oblivion.  
 

Dr. John F. Stack, Jr, Inaugural 
Dean of the Steven J. Green School 
of International & Public Affairs at 
Florida International University 
(FIU), welcomed the participants 
and congratulated the Polish Am-
bassador and the people of Poland 
on their Independence Centenary. 
Dr. Markus Thiel, Associate Profes-
sor in Politics & International Rela-
tions, Director of the Miami-Florida 
Jean Monnet Center of Excellence 
at FIU, made the opening remarks 
event and introduced keynote 
speaker Ambassador Piotr Wilczek. 
 

Amb. Wilczek stated that the men-
tion of World War I conjures for him 
and the Polish people, images of 
doughboys and Pals battalions, 
trenches, gas attacks, Ypres, 
Somme and Verdun. It took millions 
of lives and set the stage for future 
sinister events in Poland, like wide-
spread hunger and indiscriminate 
deaths.  
 

The Russian, German and Austro-
Hungarian Empires which controlled 
Polish territory during World War I 
fielded Polish soldiers. Over two 
million men were dispersed through-
out the grand armies, half a million 
died. It was a seminal event in Eu-
rope’s and Poland’s history that re-
sulted in the crumbling of the three 
empires, and in the reestablishment 
of a Polish nation-state after 123 
years of inexistence. 
 

The outbreak of World War I, which 
saw Poland’s occupiers on different 
sides of the conflict, immediately 
presented an opportunity in the 
minds of Polish leaders for Poland’s 
independence. Ignacy Jan Paderew-
ski, a Polish patriot and piano virtuo-

so united the Polish-American com-
munity in support of Poland’s inde-
pendence and gained the confi-
dence of key American figures in-
cluding most notably president 
Woodrow Wilson.  
 

Paderewski rallied Polish-Americans 
to contribute to the Allied War effort 
even before the United States en-
tered the war. Over 40,000 Poles in 
America volunteered for the Polish 
Blue Army. This year is the com-
memoration of the centennial anni-
versary of this army. Raised among 
the Polish ethnic communities in 
America, it was trained in Canada 
and deployed as a Polish army 
when there was still no Polish state. 
It was a manifestation of Polish de-
termination to fight for independence 
and statehood, even on lands far 
from Poland.  
 

Along with Paderewski’s leadership, 
it ensured that the Polish cause was 
near to American leaders. In Janu-
ary 22, 1917, Wilson delivered his 
“Peace Without History” speech, in 
which he specified Poland’s inde-
pendence as a justified war aim.     

Panel III, from left to right: Prof. Radzilowski , Dean Stack, Lady Blanka Rosenstiel, Amb. Piotr Wilczek, Prof. Biskupski  
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In January 1919, the United States 
became the first major power to rec-
ognize Polish statehood.  
 

This victory of Western values 
against Bolshevism was possible 
thanks to the help of a small but 
committed group of American volun-
teer airmen who formed the Kosci-
uszko Squadron and who greatly 
aided the Polish war effort. As a tes-
tament to their bravery, heroism and 

sacrifice, many of the American pi-
lots were decorated with Poland’s 
highest military order, the Virtuti Mili-
tari.  With Warsaw saved, Poland’s 
independence was safe, unfortu-
nately, we all know that the peace 
and freedom won by World War I 
lasted much too short.  
 

In the immediate aftermath of World 
War I, Poland, in addition to defend-
ing her sovereignty, was also striv-
ing to establish a functioning coun-
try. Thanks to the efforts of Herbert 
Hoover and the American Relief Ad-
ministrations, over one and a half 
million Polish children and nursing 
mothers were being fed daily in the 
months after the war. Additionally, 
every single day, vital supplies in-
cluding over two million pairs of 
shoes and coats for the harsh Polish 
winter, as well as medical supplies 
to combat diseases, were delivered 
from America. This aid helped re-
build free Poland, and the Polish 

people would not quickly forget this 
generosity. 
 

In fact, the Polish people repaid 
America for her generosity, not in 
fold or currency, but in friendship. In 
1926 when the United States of 
America was celebrating its 150th 
Anniversary of the signing of the 
Declaration of Independence, the 
Polish people joined in, not with op-
ulent gifts but with a genuine out-
pouring of appreciation. They creat-
ed a grand collection of well wishes 
from the Polish people to the people 
of America. In a matter of a few 
short months, 5.5 million Polish citi-
zens (one sixth of the population of 
Poland) signed their names to the 
Polish Declaration of Admiration and 
Friendship for the United States, as 
the collection would be officially 
known.  This collection of 111 vol-
umes containing over 30,000 pages 
was presented to President Calvin 
Coolidge at the White House. The 
4th of July was declared a national 
holiday in Poland and the 150th anni-
versary of the American Declaration 
of Independence was a celebration 
held all over Poland too. 
  
This unique document has been 
digitalized with the support of the 
Polish Library in Washington, D.C. 
and is now available online on the 
Library of Congress website. 
 

The Academic Panel held afterward 
included Prof. Mieczyslaw B. 
Biskupski, Professor of History, 
Stanislaus A. Blejwas Endowed 
Chair in Polish and Polish American 
Studies, and Coordinator of the 
Polish Studies Program of Central 
Connecticut State University, who 
presented on “Could Poland Have 
Saved the West?”; and Prof. Thad-
deus C. Radzilowski, president and 
co-founder of the Piast Institute, who 
presented on “The Birth of the Sec-
ond Republic: The Struggle for Po-
land and the Creation of Polonia”,  
 

His Excellency Piotr Wilczek, Polish Ambassador 

By Rosa Maria Ortiz & Christine I. Caly-Sanchez 
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Prof. Biskupski emphasized the im-
portant geopolitical position of Po-
land as buffer zone between Germa-
ny and Russia, and the role played 
by the Polish Army and the people 
of Poland in the contention of the 
advance of the Soviet Union to the 
West. 
 

Prof. Radzilowski presented on the 
role played by the Polish immigrants 
to the United States in the formation 
of the Polish and the Polish-
American identities. The important 
role played by the immigrants’ con-
stant movement between Poland 

and the United States was under-
lined, since it helped in the mainte-
nance of the communities’ relations, 
in the improvement of the Polish 
economy, in the raising of the living 
standards of the Polish people, and 
in significant aid programs in Poland 
during and after World War I and 
World War II . 
 
 

This Conference has helped under-
stand the importance of the mutual 
cooperation between the Polish peo-
ple and the United States. 

 

►To view photo gallery, click here 
 
 

►To watch video, click here 
 
 
 

►To view panelists’ bios, click here 
 

 

►To view pictures reception, click here 

From left to right: Prof. Biskupski, Prof. Radzilowski , Amb. Piotr Wilczek,  and Dr. Markus Thiel 

Left: Dr. Thiel; Center: Amb. Piotr Wilczek,  Lady Blanka Rosenstiel, President Mark Rosenberg, Beata Paszyc; Right: Christine  Caly and Dean Stack 

By Rosa Maria Ortiz & Christine I. Caly-Sanchez  

https://photos.app.goo.gl/3U8HG6kr2mR7LMSn1
https://mediaweb.fiu.edu/Mediasite/Play/bd22537ff5fa4f969f2f105bbaabd59b1d
https://miamieuc.fiu.edu/events/general/2018/polish-conference-on-100-years-of-polish-american-relations/bios.pdf
https://photos.app.goo.gl/Unz0wI5YD2FbVIvF2
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A highly awaited event, the Eu-
ropean Career Fair titled “Your Eu-
ropean Career Starts Here” orga-
nized by the Miami-Florida Jean 
Monnet Center of Excellence and 
FIU Career and Talent Develop-
ment on March 29th was a smash-
ing success with over 152 partici-
pants in attendance. This fair al-
lowed FIU students to connect and 
network with European Consulates, 
Chambers of Commerce, and com-
panies. Part of the EU diplomacy 
grant “Getting to Know Europe”, 
this event was designed to match 
potential employers with employ-
ees. The European entities were 
interested in meeting undergradu-

ate and graduate students, as well 
as alumni professional talent to 
learn more about their qualifications 
and career interests, while the stu-
dents were eager to know about job 
opportunities in European private & 
public sectors, to learn about re-
quirements, and to conduct inter-
views if possible.  
After a warm welcome by Dr. 
Markus Thiel, Director of the Miami-
Florida Jean Monnet Center of Ex-
cellence and the European & Eura-
sian Studies Program, and Mrs. 
Nelly Leon, Assistant Director of 
the Career Development of the Ste-
ven J. Green School of Internation-
al of Public Affairs at FIU, three 

panels were held before the net-
working phase of the event. 
The European Consuls or their rep-
resentatives participated in the 
presentation of the ‘International 
Careers in Diplomacy’ panel. Its 
participants were the General Con-
sul Gera Sneller of the Kingdom of 
the Netherlands; Vice-Consul Axel 
Zeissig of the Consulate General of 
the Federal Republic of Germany; 
Ms. Stéphanie Menaud-Gougain, 
Head of Public Affairs of the Con-
sulate General of France; and Ms. 
Monique Quesada, Diplomat in 
Residence for South Florida and 
Puerto Rico of the US Department 
of State. The moderator of the pan-
el was Christine I. Caly-Sanchez, 
Associate Director and Project 
Manager of the Miami-Florida Jean 
Monnet Center of Excellence, FIU. 
The presentation of their experienc-
es as diplomats, since their begin-
nings as young professionals, illus-
trated the path that students of In-
ternational Relations and Public 
Affairs may expect when entering 
the international diplomatic service. 
The experience to do internships in 
the different entities was well per-
ceived as a good entry point. 
Afterwards, a panel of profession-
als that work in European institu-
tions presented their experiences 
too: Michael Bartelt, Senior Product 
Sales Manager of Lufthansa Tech-
nik Component Services; Ms. 
Arantxa Jordan, Deputy Director of 
Spain-US Chamber of Commerce; 
Ms. Sonnett Malan, VP of Sales of 

 

YOUR EUROPEAN CAREER STARTS HERE  

Career-fair  | March 29, 2018 

Christine I. Caly-Sanchez and Consul General of the Kingdom of  

the Netherlands Gera Sneller 

Panel I, from left to right: Stéphanie Menaud-Gougain, Axel Zeissig, Monique Quesada, Hon. Gera Sneller, and Christine I. Caly-Sanchez 
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Tomson Hospitality Boutique; and 
Pascale Villet, Executive-Director of 
the French-American Chamber of 
Commerce of the Florida Chapter. 
Each of their stories was an eye 
opener for junior in International 
Relations and Business Administra-
tion. When asked what they looked 
for in potential employees, the Eu-
ropean company representatives 
mentioned desire an eagerness to 
learn, creative management of chal-
lenges, learning spirit, teamwork 
capabilities, and ideally, the 
knowledge of relevant languages. 
Dr. Thiel moderated the panel. 

The third panel was formed by FIU 
alumni and current employees in 
European companies who shared 
their  experience  of  working  in 
Europe and how it transformed their 
lives and careers.  
The panelists were: Ian Schreiber, 
Bachelor in International Relations 
with experience in France; Deniss 
Kaskurs, PhD Student in Political 
Science; and Vanja Hajdukovic, 
Manager of Research and Strategic 
Planning from the Beacon Council.  
Nelly Leon acted as moderator. 
 
 
 
 

Panel II, from left to right: Sonnett Malan, Pascale Villet, Michael Bartelt, 

Arantxa Jordán, and Markus Thiel 

European  Institutions 
  

1.– Consulate General of France 

2.– Consulate General of the Federal  

      Republic of Germany 

3.– Consulate General of the Kingdom of  

      the Netherlands 

4.– Consulate General of Spain 

5.– Honorary Consulate of Poland 

6.– French American Chamber of  

      Commerce, Florida  

7.– German American Business Chamber  

      of South Florida 

8.– Italy-America Chamber of Commerce  

     Southeast 

9.– Spain-United States Chamber of  

      Commerce 

10.– Ackerman International  

11.– A Customs Brokerage 

12.– Bolidt Cruise Control Corp. 

13.– Extenda Trade 

14.– Embassy of Spain/Education Office 

15.– Gagel Law Firm 

16.– ImpactOUT International 

17.– Lufthansa Technik Component Services 

18.– Miami-Dade Beacon Council 

19.–Tomson Hospitality Boutique 

Panel III, from left to right: Vanja Hajdukovic, Deniss Kaskurs, Nelly Leon, and Ian Schreiber 

North American Language and 
Culture Assistants in Spain 

Mr. Felipe Neri 
Pieras Guasp, Edu-
cational Advisor of 
the Embassy of 
Spain-Education 
Office in Miami pre-
sented the oppor-

tunity to work in Spain under the 
North American Language and 
Culture Assistants program. 
 
It corresponds to an international 
agreement between US and Spain 
to promote English language in-
struction in Spain, with the collabo-
ration of American students.  
 
► For more information, click here. 

By Christine I. Caly-Sanchez 

https://www.mecd.gob.es/eeuu/convocatorias-programas/convocatorias-eeuu/auxiliares-conversacion-eeuu.html
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During the networking phase, the 
152 students that attended the 
workshop met with the representa-
tives of the nineteen European enti-
ties present, asking them questions 
about their entry level positions and 
introducing themselves to potential 
employers. 
 

This first experience has laid the 
foundations for future events 
(including the next one in March 
2019) creating new possibilities of 
encounters between students and 
FIU alumni and potential European 
employers. 

► To view pictures, click here 

► To view program, click here 

https://photos.app.goo.gl/vTsgTb4C6L8NKYxo1
https://miamieuc.fiu.edu/events/general/2018/your-european-career-starts-here/updated-agenda-panelists-march29-2018.pdf


 

 

J A N U A R Y — J U N E  2 0 1 8  P A G E  1 4   

 

YOUR EUROPEAN CAREER STARTS HERE  

Career Fair | March 29, 2018 

  
 
 
 

Thank you FIU Career  & Talent Development Service and  

Miami-Florida Jean Monnet Center of Excellence Teams! 

At the French American Chamber of Commerce, Florida booth 

At the Dutch company booth: Bolidt Cruise Control Corp. 

At the German company booth:  

Lufthansa Technik Component Services 

At the Spain-United States Chamber of Commerce booth 

 

At A Customs Brokerage booth 



 

 

P A G E   1 5  J A N U A R Y — J U N E  2 0 1 8  

As part of the EU grant  “Getting to 
know Europe”, Mr. Alberto Terenzi, 
an Italian expert on climate adapta-
tion and resilience, visited South 
Florida during four days, meeting 
with members of the communities of 
the Miami-Dade, Palm Beach, Or-
ange and Hillsborough counties. He 
shared his experience on the work 
done supporting the local govern-
ments of European cities like Rome, 
Barcelona, Corfu, and Amsterdam 
among others, while they face the 
challenge of building resilience in 
the face of climate change.  
 

Climate change is affecting the 
world due to sea-level rise, increase 
of  surface temperatures, migration 
of resources, increase or decrease 
of precipitation, risk of desertifica-

tion, increase of water-demand, heat 
waves, decrease of ice coverage 
and of permafrost areas, risk of bio-
diversity loss, decrease of snow, 
lake and river ice cover and soil ero-
sion, among others. Cities in particu-
lar are vulnerable hotspots due to 
high population concentration, pro-
duction and services. For Terenzi, it 
is not just a function of ecological 
hazard but also of socio-economic 
vulnerability. 
 

The concept of resilience is a strong 
concept signifying the ability of a city 
or region to resist, absorb, adapt to 
or transform, and recover from acute 
shocks and chronic stresses to keep 
critical services functioning and to 
monitor and learn from on-going 
processes through collaboration, to 

Can Cities Thrive in the Face of Climate Change? A Europe-
an  

Perspective  on Building Resilience  / April 17-20, 2018 

Can Cities Thrive in the Face of Climate Change?  

A European Perspective on Building Resilience 

April 17-20, 2018 

Alberto Terenzi 
Expert on climate  
adaptation and resilience 
 
 

Mr. Alberto Terenzi is 
an expert on climate 
adaptation and resili-

ence and has an extensive track 
record of supporting the develop-
ment of urban resilience and sus-
tainability strategies in Europe. 
 
From 2011 to 2017, he worked for 
ICLEI, Local Governments for Sus-
tainability, the leading global net-
work of more than 1,500 cities, 
towns and regions committed to 
building a sustainable future. At 
ICLEI, he managed several Europe-
an projects focused on supporting 
climate resilient decision-making, on 
creating peer-to-peer exchange and 
knowledge management platforms 
and on fostering knowledge broker-
age between science and policy. 
 
Throughout 2015, Alberto acted as 
a consultant to the City of Rome in 
the framework of the 100 Resilient 
Cities Project. Specifically, he was 
the city's strategic partner and ad-
vised them on the development of 
their preliminary resilience assess-
ment. Alberto participated in the EU-
funded projects RAMSES and RES-
IN, which both created scientific evi-
dence and tools to support resilient 
and climate adaptive policy-making 
in cities. Currently, Alberto lives in 
Berlin, Germany, where he works as 
a freelance consultant.  

 

► To view pictures, click here 

► To watch video, click here 

► To view PPT, click here 

► To view pictures at FIU, click here 

Alberto Terenzi presenting—Miami Beach Urban Studios 

Miami community audience 

https://miamieuc.fiu.edu/events/general/2018/can-cities-thrive-in-the-face-of-climate-change-european-perspective-on-building-resilience-usf/
https://miamieuc.fiu.edu/events/general/2018/can-cities-thrive-in-the-face-of-climate-change-european-perspective-on-building-resilience-usf/
https://miamieuc.fiu.edu/events/general/2018/can-cities-thrive-in-the-face-of-climate-change-european-perspective-on-building-resilience-usf/
https://photos.app.goo.gl/TE5uiinSKlLbGJyn2
https://youtu.be/g1ykQgLl-VY
https://miamieuc.fiu.edu/events/general/2018/can-cities-thrive-in-the-face-of-climate-change-european-perspective-on-building-resilience-fiu/miami_final_2.pdf
https://photos.app.goo.gl/xewCch9C8ycfaKE59
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Can Cities Thrive in the Face of Climate Change?  

A European Perspective on Building Resilience 

April 17-20, 2018 

increase adaptive capacity and 
strengthen preparedness by antici-
pating and appropriately responding 
to present and future challenges.  
 

Currently, more than 7500 cities 
worldwide, representing 10% ap-
proximately of the total global popu-
lation, participate in the Global Cov-
enant of Mayors for Climate & Ener-
gy, the world largest coalition of cit-
ies fighting climate change, an effort 
that includes a great mix of stake-
holders from government, local busi-
ness, and civic associations to com-
munity groups. Their work deal with 
urban planning, social affairs, quality 
of life, productive activities and Met-
ropolitan areas. Mitigation climate 
change requires a healthy relation 
between environment, society, ecol-
ogy and economy  
 

Mr. Alberto Terenzi has had an ex-
tensive track record supporting the 
development of urban resilience and 
sustainability strategies in Europe 
before working as a freelance con-

sultant. He has worked at ICLEI, 
leading global network of local gov-
ernments for  more than 1500 cities, 
towns and regions committed to 
building sustainable futures; has 
been consultant to the city of Rome 
in the framework of the 100 Resilient 
Cities Project; and has participated 
in the Ramses and Resin (Smart 
Mature Resilience) projects that cre-
ated scientific evidence and tools to 
support resilient and climate adap-
tive policy-making in cities.  
 

Mr. Terenzi also made his presenta-
tion at our university partners’ cam-
pus: Florida Atlantic University, Uni-
versity of Central Florida, and Uni-
versity of South Florida. 
 

The experience of the European 
cities and their efforts recounted by 
Mr. Terenzi have left a path of hope 
for the audiences in the four coun-
ties included in this visit, especially 
considering the hurricane experi-
ence of 2017, which affected all prin-
cipal cities in Florida. 

From left to right: Christine I. Caly-Sanchez, Markus Thiel, Stéphanie Menaud-Gougain, Alberto Terenzi, Todd Crowl, John Stuart, Michael  Sukop, Tiffany Troxler 

Alberto Terenzi presenting 
By Rosa Maria Ortiz & Christine I. Caly-Sanchez  

https://miamieuc.fiu.edu/events/general/2018/can-cities-thrive-in-the-face-of-climate-change-european-perspective-on-building-resilience-usf/
https://miamieuc.fiu.edu/events/general/2018/can-cities-thrive-in-the-face-of-climate-change-european-perspective-on-building-resilience-usf/


 

 

J A N U A R Y — J U N E  2 0 1 8  P A G E  1 7   

Alberto Terenzi’s visit to FIU 

April 17, 2018 

From left to right: Markus Thiel, Christine I. Caly-Sanchez, 

and Alberto Terenzi  

 

Alberto Terenzi ‘s visit to FIU on April 17, 2018 

Alberto Terenzi ‘s visit to FIU 
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           Euro Challenge Competition 2018 
     Preliminary Round in Florida 

   March 14-15, 2018 

As part of the EU Grant “Getting 
to Know Europe”, on March  14th 
and 15th, the Miami- Florida Jean 
Monnet Center of Excellence held 
the first round of the Euro Chal-
lenge Competition. This is the 12th 
year in which the Preliminary 
Round-Competition has taken place 
at Florida International University 
and the 10th year that the Miami-
Florida Jean Monnet Center of Ex-
cellence partners with the Federal 
Reserve Bank of Atlanta-Miami 
Branch. 

 

Two schools from Orange county 
presented via video conference at 
FIU on March 14th, and five 
schools from Miami-Dade county 
participated on site at the Federal 
Reserve Bank of Atlanta-Miami 
Branch in this year’s competition. 
The competition draws 9th and 10th 
grades high school students who 
have a variety of academic inter-
ests, including law, international 
relations, psychology, and the hu-
manities. In addition to their normal 
course work, students must find 
time to form teams (three to five 
students), research their respective 
economic problem topics at the 
country level (among the 19 EU 
member countries that have adopt-
ed the Euro so far), identify policies 
for responding to that problem, and 
practice their presentations.  

“We’ve been preparing for the com-
petition for about a year,” said one 
of the students.  
 In addition to students from local 
schools, the competition also draws 
leading figures in the community  
and diplomats to serve as judges, 
many of whom will go on to serve at 
multiple competitions, among them, 
Volker Anding, from the German 
Embassy; and Gloria Guzman, and 
Marycela Diaz-Unzalu from the 
Federal Reserve Bank of Atlanta-
Miami Branch; 
 

Aside from the students knowledge 
of the facts and figures pertaining to 
EU member states, the euro, econ-
omies and politics, the judges also 
take into account the teams’ ability 
to clearly communicate with one 
another.  
 

 “Each year, the presentations get 
better and better. As judges, we’re 
looking for their understanding and 
management of the concepts and 
economic indicators of their coun-
tries, as well as their presentations, 
the flow of the overall presentation, 
and their ability to work as a team,” 
said Gloria Guzman, a repeat com-
petition-judge and Senior Education 
Program Manager at the Federal 
Reserve Bank of Atlanta-Miami 
Branch. 
The 2018 winner of the preliminary 
round was Gulliver Preparatory 

School, followed by PK Yonge 
DRS, and South Dade Senior High 
School (3rd place). Gulliver Prepar-
atory School was proud to advance 
to and represent Florida at the na-
tional final held at the Federal Re-
serve Bank of Atlanta in New York 
on April 26, 2018. 
 

The Miami-Florida Jean Monnet 

Center of Excellence has been par-

ticipating in this wonderful project 

since the beginning. Christine I. 

Caly-Sanchez, Associate Director 

at the MFJMCE, is the recruiter and 

organizer of the competition in Flori-

da. She has very proudly stated, 

“Since 2008, MFJMCE has selected 

one hundred seven Florida high 

schools from Miami-Dade, Broward, 

Palm Beach, St. Lucie, Lee, Or-

ange, and Alachua counties, and 

sent twenty-three to New York to 

compete nationally. One hundred 

twenty four students have gone to 

New York representing their Florida 

schools. This competition has be-

come a showcase for our Florida 

schools, and it will continue to grow 

due to the tremendous response we 

have received from our local 

schools. We are extremely proud of 

our schools in Florida.” 
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2018 

Florida Euro Challenge Competition 2018 Judges, from left to right:  

Dr. Lukas Danner, Gloria Guzman, Dr. Volker Anding, and Marycela Diaz-Unzalu 

By Christine I. Caly-Sanchez 
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           Euro Challenge Competition 2018 
     1st round: Florida Winners 

   March 15, 2018 
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2018 

1st round: Florida Euro Challenge  
Competition Winners 2018 
 

Gulliver Preparatory School—1st Place 
Advanced to NY on April 26, 2018 

• Lucas Cavalieri 

• Ruben Krys 

• Lucas Puttre 

• Sofia Restrepo 

• Sabrina Sharma 

• Garcia-Stille Lauren (alternate) 

(Kamal James, Teacher) 
 

 Country Chosen: Portugal 

 Economic Challenge: Demographics 
and an Aging Workforce 

——————————————————— 
PK Yonge DRS—2nd Place 

• Ebrahim Ghaidaa 

• Jackson Fugate 

• Naoh Hardman 

• Adrian Perez 

• Alekasnder Wade 

• Altenhof Destin (alternate) 

(Grisell Santiago, Teacher) 
 

 Country Chosen: Ireland 

 Economic Challenge: Living with a 
Single Monetary Policy 

 
——————————————————— 
South Dade Senior HS—3rd Place 

• Grace Lopez 

• Skylar McDermott 

• Marianela Mejias 

• Christopher Napoles 

(Collin Bartley, Teacher) 
 

 Country Chosen: Greece 

 Economic Challenge: Tackling  High 
Unemployment 

——————————————————— 
 

►To view pictures-March 14, click here 
 

►To view pictures-March 15, click here 
 

► For more information on  
     the Euro Challenge, click here 

https://photos.app.goo.gl/d34LGRP3nxyEU8vs1
https://photos.app.goo.gl/noxgbcfMzwlQG9Wa2
https://www.euro-challenge.org/
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                             Euro Challenge 

      Recognition Award Ceremony 

      03/22/2018 

On March 22nd, the Miami-Florida 
Jean Monnet Center of Excellence 
organized a Recognition Award Cere-
mony luncheon for the two Miami-
Dade high school winning teams from 
the Local Euro Challenge Competition 
2018: Gulliver Preparatory School 
and South Dade Senior High School. 
The event took place at the Federal 
Reserve Bank of Atlanta Miami-
Branch, where students, teachers, 
judges and organizers were acknowl-
edged and congratulated for their 
tremendous work. 

 

Gloria Guzman, Senior Education 
Program Manager; Marycela Diaz-
Unzalu, Director, Miami-Branch Re-
search Team and Senior REIN Ana-
lyst, Federal Reserve Bank of Atlanta-
Miami Branch, and hosts of the event, 
and Christine I. Caly-Sanchez, Asso-
ciate Director and Project Manager, 
Miami-Florida Jean Monnet Center of 
Excellence, organizer and Florida 
recruiter of the Florida Euro Chal-
lenge Competition, welcomed the 

audience and congratulated the two 
Miami-Dade winning high schools, 
and PK Yonge Development Re-
search School from Orange County 
which obtained the 2nd place at the 
competition, for their outstanding 
work. They mentioned that they were 
very happy to host the event at the 
Federal Reserve Bank of Atlanta-
Miami Branch and proud to have part-
nered with the Miami-Florida Jean 
Monnet Center of Excellence for the 
last 10 years. 
 

After presenting their project to the 
audience once again, students were 
awarded certificates of participation 
and achievement in the Euro Chal-
lenge Competition 2018, and congrat-
ulated by Gloria Guzman, Marycela 
Diaz-Unzalu, Lukas Danner, Christine 
I. Caly-Sanchez, and Master of Cere-
mony and Ambassador (ret.) Dr. 
Volker Anding. 
 

Christine I. Caly-Sanchez, Associate 
Director-Project Manager, Miami-
Florida Jean Monnet Center of Excel-

lence, and  organizer of the Euro 
Challenge Competition in Florida, 
awarded certificates of appreciation to 
the teachers and thanked them for 
their leadership, guidance, and dedi-
cation to increasing understanding of 
the European Union and the Euro, 
and developing communication, criti-
cal thinking and team skills among 
their students. She also awarded cer-
tificates of appreciation to  the judges 
and thanked them for their continuing 
support and for making the competi-
tion fair and transparent. 
 

After the recognition award ceremo-
ny, students, teachers, and judges, 
were privileged to have a private tour 
of the FED conducted by Gloria Guz-
man, Senior Education Program Man-
ager.  
 

This event was part of the Miami-
Florida Jean Monnet Center of Excel-
lence diplomatic EU grant “Getting to 
Know Europe.” 
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Florida Euro Challenge Competition 2018 winner: Gulliver Preparatory School  

Students receiving their certificates from Gloria Guzman, Lukas Danner, Marycela Diaz-Unzalu, Volker Anding, and Christine  Caly-Sanchez 

By Christine I. Caly-Sanchez 
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►To view pictures, click here 
 
►To view program, click here 
 
 

►For  more information on  
    the Euro Challenge, click here 
 

Marycela Diaz-Unzalu welcoming the students, teachers, judges.                        Amb. Volker Anding congratulating the students 

Christine I. Caly-Sanchez congratulating students, teachers, judges, and the Federal Reserve Bank of Atlanta-Miami Branch for their partnership. 

A big thanks to the judges: Amb. Volker Anding, Gloria Guzman, Marycela Diaz-Unzalu, Lukas Danner, and Teachers Kamal James and Collin Bartley 

https://picasaweb.google.com/101832858099366193320/March312015_EuroChallengeCompetitionRecognitionAwardCeremonyForFloridaHSWinnersFED
https://photos.app.goo.gl/vS0hlvDDZV2rlihh2
https://miamieuc.fiu.edu/events/general/2018/local-florida-euro-challenge-competition-2018/agenda-march22-2018.pdf
https://www.euro-challenge.org/


 

 

On April 26th, 2018, Gulliver Pre-
paratory School, the Florida High 
School selected in Miami at the local 
Florida Euro Challenge Competition 
on March 15, traveled to New York 
to represent Florida at the national 
Euro Challenge Competition, a pro-
gram created and run by the Dele-
gation of the European Union to the 
United States, with assistance  of  
W!se, the Federal Reserve Bank of 
New York, and support  from the 
Moody’s Foundation, Credit Suisse 
and Deloitte & Touch. 

 

The team consisting of 9th grade 
students was accompanied by its 
teachers:   Kamal  James,  and  
Daniela Brenha.  The students were 
really thrilled and proud to compete 
nationally and present their econom-
ic challenge and European country 
(Portugal: Demographics and an 
Aging Workforce) before a panel of 
prestigious judges from the Europe-
an community: ambassadors, con-
suls, EU Delegation officials, and 
financial experts. 
 

After a long day of competition for 
the 25 teams selected from around 
the country at the Federal Reserve 
Bank of New York (semi-finals in the 
morning, and finals in the afternoon), 
all the students were invited  to the 
Recognition and Award Reception 
on the 20th Floor of the Moody’s 
Foundation (7 World Trade Center). 
Ambassador David O’Sullivan, of the 
European Union Delegation to the 
United States, congratulated the 
winning teams.  
He said: “It was very impressive to 
watch today’s competition and see 
how engaged and knowledgeable 
and literate on economic and finan-
cial matters these students are. As 

the impressive European economic 
recovery continues, these students 
confidently presented creative solu-
tions to tackle future challenges and 
ideas for creating jobs and growth. 
The Euro Challenge has been a fan-
tastic learning experience for thou-
sands of American students as they 
go beyond the headlines of econom-
ic news to fully understand key eco-
nomic concepts and the complex 
realities faced by policymakers. It 
also helps them to have a better 
understanding of how deeply Europe 
and America are connected.” Our 
students had the privilege to meet 
and talk to Ambassador O’Sullivan, 
who enjoyed spending time with 
them. 
 

2018 will mark the 13th iteration of 
the Euro Challenge, which continues 
to expand nationally.  Over 100 
teams have participated in this 
year's competition, collectively rep-
resenting high schools from 16 U.S. 
States (Connecticut, Florida, Illinois, 
Indiana, Massachusetts, Maryland, 
Michigan, Minnesota, New Jersey, 
New York, North Carolina, Pennsyl-
vania, Texas, Virginia, Washington, 
Wisconsin, and the District of Co-
lombia).  

The Euro Challenge is supported by 
BNP Paribas, Florida International 
University, the University of Washing-
ton, the University of Pittsburgh, Uni-
versity of Illinois at Urbana-
Champaign, the University of Texas 
at Austin, Rutgers University, the 
World Affairs Council of Pittsburgh, 
the World Affairs Council of Char-
lotte, the World Affairs Council of 
Seattle, the Federal Reserve Bank of 
Atlanta-Miami Branch, and the Fed-
eral Reserve Bank of Chicago 
(Detroit Branch).  
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National Euro Challenge Competition 

      at the Federal Reserve Bank of New York 

April 26, 2018 

 

Gulliver Preparatory High School  

students  in New York 

By Christine I. Caly-Sanchez 
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National Euro Challenge Competition 

 Gulliver Preparatory School in New York 

April 26, 2018 

2018 

Gulliver Preparatory School students  in New York 
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On May 2nd and 3rd, 2018,  the 
Miami-Florida Jean Monnet Center of 
Excellence Associate Director Chris-
tine I. Caly-Sanchez participated in 
the EU Centers of Excellence Two-
day Symposium entitled 'Taking Eu-
rope Beyond the Ivory Tower: How 
Universities can Best Promote EU 
Visibility, Knowledge, and Outreach.’ 

 

This event was part of the ‘Getting to 
Know Europe’ Grant,. During two 
days EU Centers of Excellence di-
rectors and associate directors met 
in Washington, D.C. to discuss the 
best practices to promote the Euro-
pean Union.  
 

This event was co-organized and co-
sponsored by the European Studies 
Center at the University of Pitts-
burgh, and the Center for European 
Studies at the University of North 
Carolina. It was a memorable event. 
 

On the first day of the Symposium,  
Allyson Delnore, Associate Director, 
European Studies Center, University 
of Pittsburgh; Katie Shanahan Lind-
ner, Executive Director, Center of 
European Studies, UNC Chapel Hill; 
and Timothy Rivera, Programs Of-

ficer,  EU Delegation to the US, wel-
comed a full audience at the Delega-
tion of the European Union to the 
United States.  
 

James Barbour, Spokesperson and 
Head of Press and Public Diplomacy; 
and Yasmina Sioud, Deputy Head of 
Press and Public Diplomacy, pre-
sented the 1st session on ‘EU Ap-
proaches to Public Diplomacy’ 
The second session entitled ‘Digital 
Diplomacy’ was conducted by Rose 
Kouwenhoven, Digital Communica-
tions Officer at the EU Delegation to 
the US,  who gave advise and tips to 
use for a better digital communica-
tion strategy and digital campaigns, 
website development, and social 
media channels. 
 

After the 3rd session on the 
‘Programmatic Overview of EU Dele-
gation Initiatives’ conducted by Timo-
thy Rivera, Programs Officer at the 
EU Delegation, the audience listened 
with interest to the keynote speaker 
Mohamed Abdel-Kader, Executive 
Director, Stevens Initiative at the As-
pen Institute, and formerly head of 
IFLE, US. Department of Education. 
The 2nd day was composed of 6 

practical sessions where directors, 
associate directors, and educators 
discussed the best practices they 
use to promote Europe not only to 
universities but also high schools, 
and communities at large. 
 

Felicia Martinez, Executive  Director 
at the Colorado European Center of 
Excellence, University of Denver; 
and Christine I. Caly-Sanchez, Asso-
ciate Director/Project Manager Miami
-Florida Jean Monnet Center of Ex-
cellence,  were the panelists of the 
‘Outreach to Business Professionals’ 
session. Christine Caly-Sanchez pre-
sented the best practices used at the 
EU Center of Excellence in Miami to 
promote outreach to the business 
community, the strategy and, the 
partnerships the Center has devel-
oped and the outcomes it has real-
ized. 
 

Mrs. Caly-Sanchez  stated: “It’s a 
give and take relationship. You need 
to be attentive to your partners 
needs and wants. You need to cre-
ate a tailored program for your part-
ners. You need to build a reputation 
and deliver excellence. You also 
need to be a matchmaker.” 
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The Miami-Florida 

Jean Monnet Center 

of Excellence at FIU 

was proud to partici-

pate, meet its part-

ners, and contribute 

to a successful sym-

posium. 
 

► To view pictures, 
click here 
 

Co-organizers of the Symposium: Kathie Lindner and Allyson Delnore Yasmina Sioud, EU Delegation to the US 

By Christine I. Caly-Sanchez 

Keynote Speaker Mohamed Abdel-Kader 

Timothy Rivera, EU Delegation to the US 

Christine Caly-Sanchez, Yasmina Sioud, Timothy Rivera, Felicia Naranjo Martinez 

https://photos.app.goo.gl/VoLX6ZpFwYMen9pV2
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MFJMCE Celebrates Europe Day 

May 9th is Europe Day, a holiday 
that each year marks the pivotal 
Schuman declaration of 1950, in 
which Robert Schuman (French for-
eign minister) proposed the creation 
of a supranational European commu-
nity, an idea that laid the foundation 
for the EU.  
On May 8th, one day before, a group 
of aspiring scholars and profession-
als gathered at Florida International 
University’s (FIU) Modesto A. 
Maidique campus to be honored for 
their incredible accomplishments. 
These young men and women, all 
recent graduates, were presented 
with their European & Eurasian Stud-
ies Certificate in a recognition cere-
mony. These students, by applying 
their academic energies to under-
standing more about European histo-
ry, politics, and culture, earned this 
prestigious honor that designates 
their familiarity with European civiliza-
tion. The European & Eurasian Stud-
ies program at FIU was designed to 
enhance a student’s understanding of 
European politics, society, and cul-
ture, drawing on a broad range of 

courses in the arts and sciences and 
thereby to complementing the stu-
dent’s major course of study. These 
certificates, which are available to 
any undergraduate or graduate stu-
dent who has an interest in European 
civilization and culture, requires addi-
tional work by students in courses 
focused on European languages and 
cultures. Some of these graduates 
even augmented their experience by 
participating in study abroad pro-
grams, and were able to experience 
Europe intimately. Whether in honors 
college courses in Normandy, or Eu-
ropean Art history classes at FIU’s 
Wolfsonian, these students have ex-
erted maximum effort to learn about 
the many nations and peoples of the 
European community. 
On May 8th, the hard work paid off, 
and these students were prepared to 
be recognized for their achievement. 
The ceremony began with the Euro-
pean Union Anthem “Ode to Joy”- 
Beethoven-9th Symphony. After-
wards, Dr. Markus Thiel, MFJMCE 
director, European & Eurasian Stud-
ies Program director and FIU associ-

ate professor of Politics & Internation-
al Relations; and Christine I. Caly-
Sanchez, Associate Director/Project 
Manager, Miami-Florida Jean Monnet 
Center of Excellence and European 
& Eurasian Studies, congratulated 
the students and gave them their 
Certificates in European Studies. 
Dr. Markus Thiel addressed the stu-
dents, faculty, and families, and indi-
cated that these graduates had been 
his students, and expresses his pride 
at having been part of their educa-
tional experience. Since FIU also 
offers a graduate certificate in Euro-
pean Studies, we hope that many of 
these students return to increase 
their familiarity and expertise with the 
nations of Europe. Once more, a 
hearty congratulation to these recent 
graduates.  
After the Award Ceremony, students,  

friends and  family  gathered  for re-

freshments graciously  offered by the 

European & Eurasian  Studies Pro-

gram. 

► To view pictures of the event,  click here 

2018 Recognition Award For European & Eurasian Studies Certificate Earners 

Students receiving their certificates in European & Eurasian Studies—From left to right: Dr. Markus Thiel, Alessandra Arias, Julie Bradshaw,  

Marian Quintero, Jennifer Osejo, Francesca Davila, and Christine I. Caly-Sanchez 

By Christine I. Caly-Sanchez 

http://europe.fiu.edu/certificate-programs/undergraduate-advising/
http://europe.fiu.edu/certificate-programs/undergraduate-advising/
http://europe.fiu.edu/certificate-programs/undergraduate-advising/flyer_undergratudate_certificate.pdf
https://photos.app.goo.gl/EZN7StORqdhOhXzc2
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MFJMCE Celebrates Europe Day 

2018 Recognition Award For European & Eurasian Studies Certificate Earners 

 CERTIFICATE IN EUROPEAN & EURASIAN STUDIES 
 

 

• The European & Eurasian Studies Certificate 
program is open to all who have an interest in any aspect of 
European civilization, past or present. 
 

• It is an interdisciplinary program that draws on a broad 
range of courses from throughout FIU to complement a stu-
dent’s own interests. 
 

• Approved study-abroad courses, including those offered 
by the Honors College, may be accepted for certificate cred-
it. 
 

• The program also offers a senior colloquium, “European 
Identities”, that allows students the opportunity to engage in 
research on topics of their own choosing in close conjunc-
tion with a member of the Program Faculty. 
 

• The certificate program is open to all students enrolled 
at FIU and to interested individuals in the community. 
 

• Since Spring 2001, 204 Students obtained their Certifi-
cates in European & Eurasian Studies. 

 

Requirements 
 

The program requires 15 credits hours (5 courses) from 
at least 3 departments, distributed as follows: 
 

►Language Requirements (3 credits) 

 One course in a European language at the intermediate (2000) 

level or above. 
 

►Breadth Requirement (9 credits) 

• Three courses at 3000-level or above, not all of which can be 

in either Social Science or in Humanities. 

• Courses must be from an approved list published in the class 

schedule each term, or else contain substantial European 
content and approved by the Director. 
Such courses are offered by the Departments of: 

− Art and Art History, 

− Economics, 

− English, Environmental Studies, 

− History, 

− Humanities, 

− International Relations, 

− Modern Languages, 

− Philosophy, 

− Political Science, 

− and Religion, among others. 
 

►Exit Requirement (3 credits) 

Interdisciplinary Colloquium, focused on a broad  European topic 

 

For more information on the program, visit the following page:  
http://europe.fiu.edu/certificate-programs/undergraduate-advising/ 

MEUCE would like to congratulate this year’s 
program graduates, who are listed below 

 

Spring & Summer 2018 CERTIFICATES IN EUROPEAN & EURASIAN STUDIES 
 
 

Spring 2018 Awardees 
 
 

• Julie Bradshaw (BA in International Relations and 
Political Science) 

• Daniel Garcia (BA in International Relations) 

• Susana Lopez (BA in International Relations) 

• Claudia Navarro (BA in Women and Gender  
Studies—Minor in Art History) 

• Eshrat Nikroyee-Asli (BA in Political Science and 
International Relations—Minor in Psychology) 

• Luc Pierre Louis (BA in International Relations  
Minor in Economics)  

• Melanie Ponce (BA in International Relations and 
Management) 

• Marian Quintero (BA in Political Science 
        Minor in International Relations) 

• Rachel Young (BA in International Relations) 
 
Summer 2018 Awardees 
 

• Diana Ard (BA in International Relations 
Minor in Political Science) 

• Francesca Davila (BA in Political Science 
Minor in International Relations) 

• Alice Teodoro (BA in Political Science 
Minor in French) 

 

Students receiving their certificates in European & Eurasian Studies 

From left to right: Dr. Markus Thiel, Alessandra Arias, Julie Bradshaw,  

Marian Quintero, Jennifer Osejo, Francesca Davila, Christine I. Caly-Sanchez 

http://europe.fiu.edu/certificate-programs/undergraduate-advising/
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MFJMCE Celebrates Europe Day 

 Coral Gables Country Club | May 9th, 2018 

On Wednesday, May 9th, 2018, The Miami-Florida 
Jean   Monnet  Center  of   Excellence  celebrated    
Europe-Day  at  the Coral  Gables Country Club, where 
four European   Consuls  General    and     two    
government  representatives   presented    and     
reported on their (national) view  of  Europe, and the 
meaning of the  EU  for  Europe  and  transatlantic   
relations in a commemorative panel. This high-level 
event,  with  over   50   civic   leaders   from   local   
government, businesses present, was followed by a 
networking reception.   
 

MFJMCE would like to sincerely thank the following 
panelists for their important contribution to our event: 

• Catalin Ghenea  
Consul General of Romania 

• Annette Klein 
Consul General of the Federal  Republic of Germany 

• Clément Leclerc 
Consul General of France 

• Gera Sneller 
Consul General of the Kingdom of the Netherlands 

• Lucio Taglione,  
Vice Consul, Consulate General of Italy 

• Maria Jesús de Gonzalo Gámir,  
 Commercial Attaché, Trade Commission in Miami, 

Embassy of Spain in the United States 
 

This event was part of the EU diplomacy grant “Getting  
to Know Europe”. 

From left to right: Dr. Markus Thiel,  Hon. Annette Klein, Hon. Clément Leclerc, Hon. Gera Sneller,  

Lucio Taglione, Maria Jesús de Gonzalo Gámir 

May 9th is Europe Day, a holiday that 

each year marks the pivotal  Schuman  

declaration of 1950, in which Robert  Schuman  

(French foreign minister)  proposed the creation 

of a  supranational  European  community, an 

idea that laid the foundation for the EU.  
 

►  More information on Europe day,  click here 

►  To view The Schuman Declaration,  click here 

EU Consuls General Roundtable: The EU & US: Building Communities 

By Christine I. Caly-Sanchez 

►  To view pictures, click here 

►  To watch video,  click here 

►  To view flyer, click  here 

https://miamieuc.fiu.edu/events/general/2018/eu-consuls-roundtable-the-eu-and-us-building-transatlantic-communities/flyer-may-9-consuls.pdf
https://europa.eu/european-union/about-eu/symbols/europe-day_en
https://europa.eu/european-union/about-eu/symbols/europe-day/schuman-declaration_en
https://photos.app.goo.gl/RTTWyAGELzMhjcbv1
https://miamieuc.fiu.edu/youtube-1/2018/may-9th-2018-european-consuls-general-panel-the-eu-us-building-transatlantic-communities/
https://miamieuc.fiu.edu/events/general/2018/eu-consuls-roundtable-the-eu-and-us-building-transatlantic-communities/flyer-may-9-consuls.pdf
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MFJMCE Celebrates Europe Day—May 9th 
European Consul General Roundtable 

 Coral Gables Country Club 

 

From left to right: Dr. Markus Thiel, Hon. Annette Klein, Hon. Clément Leclerc, Hon. Gera Sneller 

Marianne Winfield, Hon. Susan Harper, Hon. Gera Sneller Full audience at the roundtable  

From left to right: Dr. Volker Anding, Tomas Abreu,  Hon. Gera Sneller, Lucio Taglione, Hon. Annette Klein, Hon. Clément Leclerc, 

 Maria Jesús de Gonzalo Gámir, Hon. Susan Harper,  and Christine I. Caly-Sanchez 

Maria Jesús de Gonzalo Gámir and Hon. Catalin Ghenea 
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MFJMCE Celebrates Europe  

Europe on the Big Screen | New World Symphony’s WALLCAST| Miami Beach 

May 10th-31st, 2018 , 
‘Europe on the Big Screen’ 
 

As part of its EU diplomacy grant 
“Getting to Know Europe”, every Thurs-
day evening, from 8 p.m. to 10 p.m., 
and from May 10th  to May 31st, the 
Miami-Florida Jean Monnet Center of 
Excellence at FIU presented free out-
door European movies on the New 
World Symphony WALLCAST at the 
New Center Soundscape Park Miami 
Beach. This program was done in col-
laboration with the Honorary Consu-
lates of the Republic of Poland, the 
Consulates General of France, Italy 
and Spain, and the support of Miami 
Beach Department of Tourism, Culture 
and Economic Development, Cultural 
Affairs Program, Cultural Arts Councils 
and The Miami Beach Mayor and Com-
missioners, and the New World Sym-
phony, America’s Orchestral Academy. 
Each screening brought more than 50 
people from the Miami-Dade communi-
ty at large. The audience enjoyed Euro-
pean comedy and drama while sitting 
on the lawn on a blanket or sitting in a 
beach chair in front of the New World 
Symphony's WALLCAST, a soaring, 
7,000-square-foot projection wall that 
uses striking visual and audio technolo-
gy.  
All the films presented were screened 
in English subtitled in their native lan-
guage. 
 

On May 10th, 2018, we kicked off the 
program with a Polish drama “The Cou-
rageous Heart of Irena Sendler” which 
let us appreciate the full extent of the 
consequences and implications of the 
efforts developed by the Polish people 
who participated in the underground 
movement in their attempts to save 
Jews,  
It is a fact-filled story about a Catholic 
Polish clandestine organization orga-
nized in 1941, and which saved the 
lives of almost 2500 Jewish babies and 
young children by smuggling them from 
the Warsaw ghetto and handing them 
to convents or adoptive Polish families 
who raised them as their own and kept 
them from being deported to death 
camps during World War II.  

The main character is Irena Sendler, a 
social worker who pretended to be 
nurse created the organization, even 
risking her life and that of the other 
participants. Her commitment and de-
termination were the main determinants 
of the operation outcomes. She was 
later publicly recognized and was nomi-
nated for a Nobel Peace Prize in 2006. 
The screening of “The Courageous 
Heart of Irena Sendler” brought the 
Polish community to the screening, and 
we were honored to have the presence 
of the Honorary Consul of the Republic 
of Poland, Lady Blanka Rosenstiel. 
 

On May 17th, 2018, the fresh French 
comedy of “Lost in Paris” representing 
the first trip of Fiona (Fiona Gordon), a 
Canadian librarian, to Paris to visit an 
old forgotten aunt, and her involvement 
with a homeless Dom (Dominique Abel) 
was screened. The mistaken identity at 
a funeral, Dom’s stubbornness has 
made this comedy a favorite wih audi-
ences. The film was written and di-
rected by the same Fiona Gordon and 
Dominque Abel.  
 

On May 31st, 2018, from the book of Emil-
io Estevez, the Spanish drama of “The 
Way” (2010) could be appreciated. It told 
the story of a father (Martin Sheen) when 
he discovered that his son(Emilio Estevez) 
died in Saint Jean de Pied (France) while 
he was in a pilgrimage to Santiago de 
Compostela (Spain). The father’s doubts 
and finally his decision to leave his life to 
continue his son’s project, taking his ash-
es with him, makes a heartfelt, self-
discovery adventure where trust and 
bondage will be important elements for 
giving meaning to life. It is in the rescuing 
of moral values that lives find a meaning 
for self-realization.  

►   To view program, click here 

►   To view May 10th pictures , click here 

►   To view May 17th pictures , click here 

►   To view May 31st pictures , click here 

At the screening to the Polish film ‘The Courageous Heart of Irena Sendler’ on May 10th  

From left to right: Markus Thiel, Lady Blanka Rosenstiel, Honorary Consul of Poland, and Christine Caly 

By Christine I. Caly-Sanchez 

https://miamieuc.fiu.edu/events/general/2018/eu-consuls-roundtable-the-eu-and-us-building-transatlantic-communities/flyer-may-9-consuls.pdf
https://miamieuc.fiu.edu/events/general/2018/europeam-film-series-on-the-wall-miami-beach/general-flyer_eu-film-series-may-2018.pdf
https://photos.app.goo.gl/tfWyrgtDiYsEIYPy1
https://photos.app.goo.gl/QaHZ0WszwkehdMwa2
https://photos.app.goo.gl/f5ZkgKChP8Fb25Bl2


 

 

P A G E   3 1  J A N U A R Y — J U N E  2 0 1 8  

 

MFJMCE Celebrates Europe  
     Europe on The Big Screen 

New World Symphony’s Wallcast 

Lady Blanka Rosenstiel, Honorary Consul of Poland at the premiere of  The Courageous Heart of Irena Sendler on May 10th 

May 17th: Screening of the French comedy Lost in Paris  

May 10th:  Screening of  The Courageous Heart of Irena Sendler  



 

 

 A series of conversations were 
held between January and 
March, 2018, connecting top ex-
perts from the US and the EU to 
discuss contemporary issues 
confronted by Europe and the 
Transatlantic relationship. These 
meetings were possible due to 
the use of personal and institu-
tional video conference technolo-
gy. Panelists took questions and 
interacted with audi-
ences from the Uni-
versities of Pitts-
burg, Illinois and 
FIU. The events 
were hosted by the 
European Studies 
Center, a Jean Mon-
net European Union 
Center of Excel-
lence at the Univer-
sity of Pittsburg, and 
co-sponsored by 
UCIS, European 
Union Center at the 
University of Illinois, 
Urbana-Champaign, 
the Center for Euro-
pean Studies at 
North Carolina-Chapel Hill and 
the Jean Monnet Center of Ex-
cellence at FIU. 
 

• January 25th: Wind, Water, 
Sun: Clean Energy in Europe 
emphasized the European Un-
ion’s Renewable Energy Di-
rective that has set rules for the 
EU to achieve a target of 20% 
renewables for final energy 
consumption by 2020 and at 
least 27% by 2030. This repre-
sents a major step towards the 
creation of a European Energy 
Union and to get the Member 
Countries of the EU even clos-
er. At the same time, it can hurt 
Europe’s competitiveness. 

The experts emphasized the 
complexity of actors, institu-
tions and policies involved, as 
the alternative types of clean 
energy available due to new 
technology. It is creating new 
trade opportunities, like trans-
mission of energy, and infra-
structure (solar panels and 
wind mills). Another point of 
interest was the need for global 

leadership in environmental 
issues. As Europe, China has 
declared its interest in assum-
ing the leadership in the global 
environmental issues.  
 

The panelists were Dr. Shanti 
Gamper-Rabindran from the 
Graduate School of Public & 
International Affairs from the 
University of Pittsburgh; Dr. 
Espen Moe from the Depart-
ment of Sociology and Political 
Science from the NTN Universi-
ty of Norway and Jonas Meck-
ling from the Department of En-
vironmental Science, Policy 
and  Management of the Uni-
versity of Berkeley. The moder-

ator was Dr Michaël Aklin from 
the Department of Political Sci-
ence of the University of Pitts-
burgh. 

 

• February 21st:  
European Cities in the 21st 
Century  
The discussion was centered 
on issues that city developers, 
city leaders and residents of 

European Cities 
in the 21st Centu-
ry have to face. 
The basic ques-
tions were cen-
tered in the strat-
egies for resilien-
cy employed by 
the cities to face 
climate change, 
the considera-
tions in govern-
ance of educa-
tion and housing 
to promote social 
justice, the tech-
nology employed 
to create smart 
cities with better 

transportation networks and 
energy grids, and how cities 
share best practices while 
building networks within the EU 
and funding urban redevelop-
ment. 
 

 The acting moderator was Dr. 
Jae-Jae Spoon form the De-
partment of Political Science, 
European Studies Center of the 
University of Pittsburg with pan-
elists Katrina Kelly from the 
Center of Energy of the Univer-
sity of Pittsburg; Alistair Cole 
from the Department of Scienc-
es Po Lyon; Marco Bontje from 
the University of Amsterdam; 
and Ali Madanipour from the 
University of Newcastle.  
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Conversations on Europe—Room GL 156 
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• March 14th: May 1968: Lega-
cies of Protest in France” 
May 1968 was a synonym of 
the unrest that unfolded in Par-
is and beyond between stu-
dents, trade unions, the police, 
and government institutions for 
over four weeks. The events 
culminated in parliamentary 
elections later that summer in 
which the Gaullists won an 
even bigger majority than previ-
ously, with the resignation of 
President De Gaulle the follow-
ing year and his replacement 
by another Gaullist leader. 
Even though it seemed that 
nothing had changed, politics, 
policy and the society in France 
were never the same. It affect-
ed diverse issues such as par-
ticipation and protest, left wing 
movements and parties, human 
rights and imperialism, immi-
gration in France and through-
out Europe. 

 

According to the experts, the 
events of May 1968 have not 
been totally recognized since it 
is thought to have been only a 
student protest when in reality it 
had included trade unions and 
immigrants who highlighted dif-
ferent perspectives of French 
society in 1968. The effects of 
those events are still felt in 
France and abroad, not only in 
the changes brought about 
through government policies 
and protocols, but also in the 
permanent reference to May 
1968 by society when changes 

are needed and non-
conventional networking is re-
quired. 
The acting moderator was Dr. 
Jae-Jae Spoon from the De-
partment of Political Science, 
European Studies Center of the 
University of Pittsburg with pan-
elists Chris Reynolds from the 
Nottingham Trent University; 
Salar Mohandesi from Bowdoin 
College, Daniel Gordon from 
Edge Hill University and 
Giuseppina Mecchia from the 
Department of French and Ital-
ian of the University of Pitts-
burgh. 
 

• March 27th: Elections in Italy: 
a Next Wave of Populism 
(Una Nuova Ondata di Popu-
lismo?) This conversation fo-
cused on the results of the re-
cent elections in Italy and of its 
consequences, where no party 

won a majority. The centre-right 
alliance emerged as the winner 
followed by the anti-
establishment movement. In 
the analysis presented by the 
experts, an important element 
considered was the broadening 
of the territories favoring the 
new government that included 
areas usually considered con-
servative (or right oriented) due 
to its origins and activities, the 
coalitions formed, and the is-
sues that were prioritized by 
the citizens in the elections 
(e.g. immigration and employ-
ment) 

 

The acting moderator was Dr. 
Francesca Savola from the De-
partment of French and Italian 
at the University of Pittsburg 
with panelists Aide Esu from 
the Unviersity of Cagliari; Fran-
cesca Ragno, an Italian Full-
bright Distinguished Lecturer 
from the University of Pitts-
burgh; Marco Cucculelli from 
the Universita Politechnica 
delle Marche; and Raffaella 
Patimo, from the Universita di 
Bari. The Conversation was 
held in Italian. 
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►   To view program, click here 

►   To watch Jan. 25 video , click here 

►   To watch Feb 21 video , click here 

►   To watch March 14 , click here 

►   To watch March 27 video , click here 

By Rosa Maria Ortiz & Christine  Caly-Sanchez 

https://miamieuc.fiu.edu/news/2018/jean-monnet-conversations-on-europe-spring-2018/
https://miamieuc.fiu.edu/youtube-1/2018/conversations-on-europe-wind-water-sun-clean-energy-in-europe/
https://miamieuc.fiu.edu/youtube-1/2018/conversations-on-europe-european-cities-in-the-21st-century/
https://miamieuc.fiu.edu/youtube-1/2018/conversations-on-europe-may-1968-legacies-of-protest-in-france/
https://miamieuc.fiu.edu/youtube-1/2018/conversations-on-europe-elections-in-italy-next-wave-for-populists/
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To promote the European culture 
in the Miami area, the Miami-Florida 
Jean Monnet European Center of 
Excellence, the European & Eura-
sian Studies program, and the Euro-
pean Student Association have 
hosted the screening of European 
films in their original languages, on 
February 14th and 22nd, and March 
20th and 29th, in the Graham Center 
at FIU. The following films were se-
lected to be presented: 

 

 

• Un Long  Dimanche  de  
Fiançailles – A French roman-
tic war film, co-written and di-
rected by Jean Pierre Jeunet, 
and based on the novel of Se-
bastian Japrisol (1991). It is the 
story of a young woman’s 
search for her fiancé who was 
supposedly killed during World 
War II. The film was nominated 
for the Academy Award Best 
Art Direction and the Academy 
Award for Best Cinemato-
graphy at the Oscars. The per-
formance of Marion Cotillard 
won her the Cesar Award for 
Best Supporting Actress.  

 

• Umberto D.- An Italian classic 
produced, directed and co-
scripted by Vittorio de Sica pre-
sented an alarming complicat-
ed social issue in a simple way: 
the insolvency of a retired civil 
servant. Bereft of friends and 
family, except for his pet dog, 
he is evicted from his shabby 
room. He will discover that no 
one really wants him around. 
Upon contemplating suicide, he 
decides to live out of concern 
for his dog’s well-being. The 
camera does not comment but 
observes. The film was the re-
cipient of numerous industry 
and festival awards. 

 
• Federico Fellini’s 8 ½.-  

A classical Italian film by Fellini 
tells the story of an exhausted 
and stressed filmmaker who 
heads to a mountain resort to 
recharge and comes up with a 
new idea. His search for inspi-
ration leads him to strange and 
twisted paths that will provide 
him with the basis for 8 ½ - one 
of the best loved Italian films. 

Family and boyhood memories 
are gradually replaced by those 
of adolescence that will lead to 
current romantic events that 
involve his wife and his mis-
tress. The line between his ide-
al life and real-life activities 
fade and makes it difficult to 
see among them. Exhausted 
and again stressed as the re-
sult of an unsuccessful press 
conference, he abandons the 
films and begins dreaming 
about death and a longing for 
freedom. As the fantasy pro-
gresses, every major figure of 
his life appears and he be-
comes a child with a flute danc-
ing in a circle as the story clos-
es. 

 
Both Italian films of the Fellini 
series (Umberto D and 8 ½) 
were co-hosted by the Depart-
ment of Global and Sociocul-
tural Studies, and the Europe-
an and Eurasian Studies Pro-
gram, in collaboration with the 
Consulate General of Italy, Cin-
ema Italy, FIU Wolfsonian, and 
the FIU Italian Club.  

 

 

European Film Series—Spring 2018 



 

 

• Les Bleus, une autre His-
toire de France—1996-
2016. This French film fol-
lows its national soccer team 
for twenty years (1996-2016) 
from successes to setbacks 
as it mirrors the French soci-
ety. Football is part of the 
French culture, history and 
politics. The film is a meta-
phor about the society while 
analyzing how socio-
economic issues beyond poli-
tics are solved through the 
victories and defeats of the 
national soccer team.  
 

The film was co-hosted by 
the European Student Asso-
ciation, the Cercle Français, 
Pi Delta Phi, the Department 
of Modern Languages at FIU, 
and the European and Eura-
sian Studies Program. 

• Documentary: Russia’s 
Democratic Opposition: 
This Russian film chronicled 
the political life of the late 
leader of the Russian opposi-
tion, Boris Nemtsov. It is not 
about his death but his life. 
From being a young scientist 
to a politician, he was consid-
ered Boris Yeltsin’s political 
heir in opposition to Vladimir 
Putin. This is the story of the 
life of a man who could have 
changed history. The docu-
mentary is related to current 
Russian President Vladimir 
Putin triumphs in the elec-
tions, and the restrictions im-
posed on the rights of the 
citizens association and ex-
pression. It contains archival 
footage, including footage 
from the Nemtsov family. 

 
Following the screening, FIU 
Senior Fellow David J. Kramer 
led a discussion with film direc-
tor Vladimir Kara-Murza, a jour-
nalist with a M.A. in history 
form the University of Cam-
bridge and noted Russian ac-
tivist and opposition leader who 
has survived two poisonings in 

Russia in the past three years. 
He is current chairman of the 
Boris Nemtsov Foundation for 
Freedom and vice-chairman of 
Open Russia, a platform for 
civil society and pro-democracy 
activists launched in 2014. 
They discussed the pressing 
issues contained in the docu-
mentary and the future of Rus-
sia after the widely criticized 
March 18th presidential elec-
tion.   
The presentation of the docu-
mentary was co-sponsored by 
Ruth K. and Shepard Broad 
Distinguished Lecture Series 
and the Steven J. Green 
School of International and 
Public Affairs, the Vaclav Havel 
Program for Human Rights and 
Diplomacy, and the European 
and Eurasian Studies Program.  
 
► For more information, click 
here 

 

J A N U A R Y — J U N E  2 0 1 8  P A G E   3 5  

 

European Film Series—Spring 2018 

Follow us and for more information: 

 

By Rosa Maria Ortiz & Christine Caly-Sanchez 

https://miamieuc.fiu.edu/events/general/2018/russias-democratic-opposition-past-and-future/
https://miamieuc.fiu.edu/events/general/2018/russias-democratic-opposition-past-and-future/
https://www.facebook.com/Miami-Florida-Jean-Monnet-European-Union-Center-of-Excellence-267506059944251/
https://twitter.com/MEUCEFIU
https://miamieuc.fiu.edu/
https://miamieuc.fiu.edu/youtube-1/
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BOOK PRESENTATIONS  

Feb. 9th, and March 4th, 2018  | Coral Gables 

 

February 9, 2018 
 

Ambassador András Simonyi, Hun-
garian diplomat and Managing Direc-
tor of the Center for Transatlantic 
Relations at the Paul H. Nitze School 
of Advanced International Studies at 
the John Hopkins University in Wash-
ington, D.C., presented his book  
Nordic Ways published by the John 
Hopkins University/Brookings Institu-
tion) on February 9th, 2018.  

 

The book is composed of short in-
sightful essays written by distin-
guished Nordic authors from five Nor-
dic countries (Norway, Sweden, Den-
mark, Finland and Iceland) represent-
ing a broad spectrum of Nordic life. 
The goal is to provide a long-term 
platform for what it means to be Nor-
dic and to share with the global com-
munity Nordic solutions such as  cut-
ting edge innovations in  technology 
and designs, arts, culture, liberal 

democratic values including gender 
equality and free press, as well as 
environmental responsibility and eco-
nomic success achieved on a global 
level in partnership with employees. 
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March 4, 2018 
 

Beverly Barret, visiting faculty in inter-
national business at the University de 
las Americas, Puebla, and Markus 

Thiel, director of FIU’s European and 
Eurasian Studies Program and the Mi-
ami-Florida Jean Monnet Center of 
Excellence presented their books : 

Globalization and Change in Higher 
Education and European Civil Socie-
ty and Human Rights Advocacy, at 
Books & Books in Coral Gable, on 
March 4th.  
Xavier Prats-Monne, Director-General 
for Health and Food Safety at the Euro-
pean Commission, delivered the re-
marks at the event. 

►  To view pictures on Presentation 
Nordic Ways, click here 

 
►  To view pictures Presentation 

Globalization and Change, and 
European Civil Society, click here 

Ambassador András Simonyi presenting his book Nordic Ways 

From left to right: Beverly Barret, Joaquin Roy, Xavier Prats-Monne, and Markus Thiel 

Globalization   and   Change  in  Higher Edu-
cation: sets out political economy explanations 
for higher education policy reform in Europe in 
the initial decades of the 21st century. It focus 
on the national level policy implementation, and 
institutional change is considered in relation to 
broader trends in economic development and 
globalization; 
 
European Civil Society and Human Rights 
Advocacy: examines the interaction between 
the Fundamental Rights Agency and hundreds 
of transnational civil society organizations work-
ing with and on behalf of vulnerable populations 
in EU member states. It offers a timely analysis 
in the context of Europe’s proliferating human 
rights challenges, such as the current refugee 
crises and the nationalist responses that geopo-
litical changes have provoked. 

https://photos.app.goo.gl/D6wnRFR5cI6yfOxW2
https://photos.app.goo.gl/bVXRpsWxi23OBM3D3


 

 

P A G E   3 7  J A N U A R Y — J U N E  2 0 1 8  

     High School Teachers’ Workshop 
Teaching the European Union  in a Transatlantic 

Context & EU-Russia/Eastern European Relations 
   06/11/2018 

 The Miami-Florida Jean Monnet 
Center of Excellence engages  in  a  
broad  range of  outreach activities 
designed to teach about the European 
Union in a transatlantic context and to 
communicate its policies. As part of its 
outreach and its EU grant “Getting to 
Know Europe”, MFJMCE conducts an 
annual workshop for Florida second-
ary school teachers. This workshop 
presents   an  overview  of  the    Euro-
pean Union and addresses  issues 
affecting Europe and EU-US relations. 
This year’s workshop “Teaching the 
European Union in a Transatlantic 
Context & EU-Russia/Eastern Europe-
an Relations”, was held on June 11, 
2018, at Florida International Universi-
ty. It served as an opportunity to en-
gage with local educators. According 
to FIU-MEUCE Associate Director 
Christine I. Caly-Sanchez, the FIU 
MFJMCE has been hosting this semi-
nar for 10 years. “This year we hosted 
28 high school teachers who partici-
pated. We would like to sincerely 
thank Robert Brazofsky, Supervisor, 
Executive Director, Social Sciences, 

Miami-Dade Public Schools, and 
Alayne Zeto, for helping us in recruit-
ing Miami-Dade teachers for the work-
shop.” 
 

The workshop was as lively  and   en-
gaging as ever, as educators were 
given a broad range of information on 
topics related to the European Union. 
The session included a lively discus-
sion led by Dr. Markus Thiel, FIU’s 
Associate Professor in Politics & Inter-
national Relations on “The EU: How 
does the European Union Work?, The 
Institutions & Major Policies of the EU. 
He also updated the teachers on 
BREXIT. 
Christine I. Caly-Sanchez, Associate 
Director/Project Manager, MFJMCE, 
made a presentation on the EU Re-
sources on the Web, as well as the 
Euro Challenge Competition.  

In the afternoon, teachers were able to 
receive an update on the EU-Russia/
Eastern European Relations by two 
Russian experts, Dr. Dina Moulioukova, 
Dept of International Studies, Universi-
ty of Miami, and David Kramer, FIU 

SIPA Senior Fellow, and Dr. Thiel an 
EU expert. 
While Dr. Moulioukova focused her 
presentation on the history and culture 
of Russia, David Kramer presented 
the geopolitics of Russia. 
Then the two experts were joined by 
Dr. Thiel for a panel on EU-Russia-
Eastern relations, and answered many 
questions from the audience. 
The material presented in this work-
shop  provided  educators with an ex-
tensive overview of political, econom-
ic, and historical background on the 
European Union. When these educa-
tors return to their classrooms, this 
background knowledge should be in-
strumental in allowing the successful 
transmission of up to date educational 
material to their pupils. Each educator 
was also provided with a packet of 
materials to bring back to their class-
rooms as a means of facilitating stu-
dent learning.  

Miami-Dade High School Teachers with Markus Thiel and Christine I. Caly-Sanchez 

►For  more info. on this workshop, click here 

►To view pictures, click here 

By Christine I. Caly-Sanchez 

https://miamieuc.fiu.edu/events/general/2018/teachers-workshop-understanding-and-teaching-the-european-union-eu-russia-relati/
https://miamieuc.fiu.edu/events/general/2018/teachers-workshop-understanding-and-teaching-the-european-union-eu-russia-relati/
https://photos.app.goo.gl/q5gxASj8LZABPXoC6
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                      eMerge Americas 

The Premiere Tech Event of the Americas 
   April 23-24, 2018 | Miami Beach Convention Center 

April 23-24, 2018 eMerge Ameri-
cas: The Premiere Technology 
Event of the Americas 
 

Thanks to BILAT USA 4.0 and FIU, 
the Miami-Florida Jean Monnet 
Center of Excellence was proud to 
participate in the year’s most await-
ed tech conference on innovation 
and research, and smart cities in 
Miami: eMerge Americas on April 
23 and 24. 
More than 15,000 people repre-
senting more than 40 countries, 
over 400 companies, 110 startups,   
local universities and 125 speakers 
attended the event at the Miami 
Beach Convention Center.  
On April 23-24, eMerge Americas' 
fifth year brought together the Mi-
ami tech community, public, private 
and business leaders to a confer-
ence featuring keynote speakers 
showcasing the latest technologies, 
country pavilions, a start-up show-
case, a Texpert,  a Government 
Innovation Summit, an Hackathon, 
a visa challenge, and a Women 
Innovation and Technology (WIT) 
Summit.  
 

On the first day of the conference,  
Manuel Medina, CEO of Cyxtera 
Technologies and founder eMerge 
Americas welcomed a full audience 
at the Miami Beach Convention 
Center’s auditorium and introduced  
the  morning  keynote  speaker  

former: Mexican President Vicente 
Fox, who talked about “leveraging 
technology to provide innovative 
solutions.”  
There also were top executives 
from the Latin American operations 
of Facebook and Microsoft. 
▪ Diego Dzodan, vice president for 
Facebook and Instagram Latin 
America, talked about “why the 
next great global innovation will 
come from Latin America.” 
▪ Cesar Cernuda, president of Mi-
crosoft Latin America, presented 
“how artificial intelligence and the 
cloud are disrupting business mod-
els in Latin America”; and  
▪  Ronnie Moas, founder and direc-
tor of Standpoint Research, pre-
sented “cryptocurrency and ine-
quality”. 
 

On the second day, speakers in-
cluded Alberto Perlman, co-founder 
of Zumba Fitness; Sandra Lopez, 
vice president of Intel Sports 
Group; and Marcos Galperin, CEO 
and co-founder of MercadoLibre, 
an e-commerce company founded 
in Argentina. 
 

The Audience was also thrilled and 
amazed to listen to keynote speak-
er Sophia the robot, a human-like 
droid created by Hong Kong-based 
Hanson Robotics.  
Among many keynote speakers, 
South Florida entrepreneurs  

eMerge Americas, the Premiere tech 

event of the Americas is an action-

packed conference—where ideas flow 

freely and innovation rules. Discover the latest 

technology trends right on the EXPO floor. Be 

inspired by global thought leaders. Engage with 

buyers, entrepreneurs and investors from 

across the Americas and the rest of the 

world. With summits, networking events, 

startup competitions and more, eMerge is where 

you go to connect. And like every great journey, 

it will leave you changed.  

►For more information, click here 

►To view agenda, click here 

►To view pictures, click here 

Christine I. Caly-Sanchez & Manuel Medina 

Christine I. Caly-Sanchez at  eMerge Americas                          eMerge main stage                              Miami-Dade County Mayor Carlos A. Gimenez 

http://www.hansonrobotics.com
http://www.emergeamericas.com/
http://www.emergeamericas.com/agenda/
https://photos.app.goo.gl/IB3nwrkYgeQxgxQE2


 

 

scheduled to speak at the confer-
ence included: Scott Adams, co-
founder of public safety company 
EagleEye Intelligence; Susan 
Amat, CEO of startup accelerator 
Venture Hive; Albert Santalo, 
founder of health-care software 
company CareCloud and new soft-
ware company 8Base; Antonio 
Mugica, CEO and founder of elec-
tronic voting system company 
Smartmatic; and Johanna Mikkola, 
co-founder and CEO of coding 
school Wyncode Academy. 
 

This year, there were two confer-
ences going on concurrently: 
eMerge Americas and Cyxtera 
Technologies. 
Manuel Medina,  Founder of 
eMerge Americas, and who cur-
rently serves as the CEO of Cyx-
tera Technologies and chairman of 
Cyxtera’s board of directors, was 
the keynote speaker on Tuesday. 
 

With a 900-square-foot pavilion at 
the international conference, FIU 
offered its faculty and students an 
opportunity to exhibit how they use 
technology for innovation and trans-
formation in the fields of research 
and entrepreneurship.  
 

Christine I. Caly-Sanchez, Associ-
ate Director/Project Manager, Mi-
ami-Florida Jean Monnet Center of 
Excellence and FIU’s BILAT USA 
4.0 partner, was at the expo floor 
and was able  to present EU fund-
ing possibilities for US researchers 
and company decision makers and 

answer questions on Horizon 2020, 
EURAXESS, ERC and Marie Slow-
dowska Curie Programs, as well as 
PICASSO-EU-US ICT Collabora-
tion: ICT Policy, Research and In-
novation for a Smart Society: to-
wards new avenues in EU-US ICT 
collaboration. She met the Europe-
an general consuls from France, 
Germany, Netherlands, Italy, and 
Spain.  She was also able to attend 
all the networking events, where 
she met Miami-Dade decision mak-
ers, mayors, government officials, 
consuls, scientists, and high-tech 
companies' CEOs from the US, Eu-
rope, and Latin America.  
Christine I. Caly-Sanchez said: 
“One of the main successes of this 
conference is the great platform to 
bring people together and connect 
them to the Americas, Europe and 
the rest of the world.” 
 

The Miami-Florida Jean Monnet 
Center of Excellence would like to 
thank Manuel Medina, founder of 
eMerge Americas; Xavier Gonza-
lez, CEO; Melissa Medina, Presi-
dent; and Frances Hassun, Director 
of International Development & 
Content at eMerge Americas for 
giving the MFJMCE the opportunity 
to participate in this wonderful and 
outstanding conference. 
The Miami-Florida Jean Monnet 
Center of Excellence is looking for-
ward to participating in next year’s 
conference, which will take place in 
Miami on April 29 and 30,  2019. 
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                      eMerge Americas 

The Premiere Tech Event of the Americas 
   April 23-24, 2018 | Miami Beach Convention Center 

Keynote speaker former Mexican President Vicente Fox 

Christine Caly-Sanchez, Hon. Gloria Bellelli,  and Dr. Leonel Lagos 

Christine Caly-Sanchez with Miami company decision makers 

Florida International Booth 

By Christine I. Caly-Sanchez 
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  Transatlantic Research Cooperation to  

Treasure and Protect the Atlantic Ocean 
Wednesday, June 6, 2018 | Wilson Center—Washington, D.C. 

From left to right: Peter Heffernan, Craig McLean, Volker Rieke, Sigi Gruber, Minh-Hà Pham, Wojciech Wawrzynski, Nancy Knowlton,  
Lisa Levin, Mary Kavanagh, Mark Brownlow, Vladimir Ryabinin, John White,  and Jan-Stefan Fritz 

During the Capitol Hill Ocean 
Week in Washington, DC, on June 
6th, 2018, a celebratory event enti-
tled “Transatlantic Research Coop-
eration to Treasure and Protect the 
Atlantic Ocean” was held in the 
Woodrow Wilson International Cen-
ter for Scholars to celebrate 20 
years of the EU-US Science and 
Technology Agreement and 5 years 
of EU-US marine research cooper-
ation. This event brought together 
European and US representatives 
of industry, science and policy to 
identify the best ways for science to 
help us treasure and protect the 
Atlantic Ocean, to keep it healthy 
and productive and, to understand 

and tackle the issue of plastics in 
the ocean. More than 100 people 
attended the event to listen to dis-
tinguished and prestigious panelists 
committed to this cause, and to 
know about the vision and achieve-
ments of the Galway Statement 
and the future of EU-US coopera-
tion. 

The program was organized by 
the  Science  and Technology    
Innovation Program at the Wilson 
Center along with the European 
Commission (EC), the Delegation 
of the European Union  to  the  
United States, the National Oceanic 
and Atmospheric Administration 
(NOAA),  the  German  Marine    

Research Consortium and the 
BILAT USA. 4.0 project.  
 

The Miami-Florida Jean Monnet 
Center of Excellence, FIU, one of 6 
American  and  10  European part-
ners of BILAT USA 4.0, was proud 
to be part of this journey and have 
contributed to  this project. 

►For  more information on the conference, click here 

►To watch live stream of the 1st panel, click here 

►To watch livestream of the 2nd panel,  click here  

►To view pictures, click here 

►To  read the summary of the event, click here 

By Christine I. Caly-Sanchez 

https://capitolhilloceanweek.org/
https://capitolhilloceanweek.org/
http://www.euussciencetechnology.eu/
https://www.wilsoncenter.org/event/transatlantic-research-cooperation-to-treasure-and-protect-the-atlantic-ocean
https://www.facebook.com/woodrowwilsoncenter/videos/1685007361547317/
https://www.ustream.tv/recorded/115436147
https://photos.google.com/share/AF1QipP_qNxYH6StrE_guEzxSG8OWzooD_8WdJjwPBeOZXFWky0GXpVNTx2OM1IzRftZqg?key=ZjlsUmoxRTFhakpkZWcwVUJUU3kwbUo1dkxVMlpR
https://miamieuc.fiu.edu/newsletter/2018/special-edition-june-transatlantic-research-cooperation-to-treasure-protect-the-atlantic-ocean/newsletter-june6-2018_special-edition-washington-dc-marine-litter-conference.pdf
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 2nd Annual Transatlantic  

Symposium on ICT and Policy 

Wilson Center—Washington, D.C. 
             06/18-19/2018 

The 2nd Annual Transatlantic 
Symposium on ICT and Policy 
“Leveraging People, Technol-
ogy, and Information for a 
Smart and Connected Socie-
ty” was held on June 18-19, 
2018 at the Wilson Center in 
Washington, DC, USA. Hosts 
for the event were the Wilson 
Center’s Science and Tech-
nology Innovation Program 
and the PICASSO project. The 
event was sponsored by the 
European Commission, US 
National Science Foundation, 
and Mississippi State Univer-
sity. The Symposium attract-
ed 90 participants on site and 
380 online viewers. It was al-
so the final event of 
the PICASSO project. 
 
The Wilson Center’s Science 
and Technology Innovation Pro-
gram and the PICASSO project 
held the 2nd Annual Transatlan-
tic Symposium on ICT Technol-
ogy and Policy, convening lead-
ers in government, academia, 
and industry around the theme 
of leveraging people, technolo-
gy, and information for a smart 
and connected society. This two
-day event included keynotes, 
panel discussions, and interac-
tive workshops to facilitate 
knowledge exchange with lead-
ing EU-US experts. The event 
built on the success of 
the first Transatlantic Symposi-
um on ICT Technology and Poli-
cy, held in Minneapolis, MN, 
USA on June 19th and 20th, 
2017. 
 
This 2nd Symposium explored 
several key ICT topics for EU-
US cooperation, including cur-
rent and future mutual strategic 

research priorities and orienta-
tions as well as cross-cutting 
policy issues. Speakers ad-
dressed key topic areas critical 
to global ICT innovation and col-
laboration: Cybersecurity, Big 
Data, Cyber-physical Systems 
and Internet of Things (IoT), 
Artificial Intelligence, 5G and 
Beyond, Autonomous Sys-
tems, along with Policy is-
sues of global concern, such as 
privacy, security, standardiza-
tion, and spectrum. In addition, 
cross-cutting topics, such as 
expanding support for citizen 
science initiatives, the future of 
ICT development and its impact 
on society were explored. 
 
Keynote talks were delivered by 
Peter Fatelnig, Minister-
Counsellor for Digital Economy 
Policy, Delegation of the Euro-
pean Union to the United States 

of America, and Dawn Tilbury, 
the head of the Engineering Di-
rectorate of the National Sci-
ence Foundation. The 20+ 
speakers and panelists included 
program directors from NSF, 
industry representatives such as 
the General Manager for Global 
Security Strategy at Microsoft, 
the Director of Strategic Partner-
ship at Uber Technologies and 
many others; researchers from 
the University of Minnesota, 
MIT, Berkeley, and leading Eu-
ropean Universities; the leaders 
of European initiatives such as 
Big Data Value Association, FI-
WARE, Cyberwatching.eu, AE-
GIS, and members of ICANN 
board of directors; and the lead-
ers of PICASSO Expert Groups 
in 5G, IoT/CPS, Big Data and 
Policy.  

From left to right: Tariq Samad, Svetlana Klessova, Peter Fatelnig,  

Christine I. Caly-Sanchez,  Sebastian Engell, and Gerhard Fettweis 

By  Tariq Samad, Anne Bowser ,Svetlana Klessova, 
and  Christine I. Caly-Sanchez 

http://www.picasso-project.eu/
http://www.picasso-project.eu/projectevents/project-events/june-2017-symposium/
http://www.picasso-project.eu/projectevents/project-events/june-2017-symposium/
http://www.picasso-project.eu/projectevents/project-events/june-2017-symposium/


 

 

Closing remarks, which included 
suggestions for the 3rd Annual 
Transatlantic Symposium, were 
offered by the conference chair, 
Anne Bowser, Director of Inno-
vation, the Wilson Center; and 
co-chairs Svetlana Klessova, 
PICASSO project coordinator 
and Director of Inno TSD, 
France, and Tariq Samad, Sen-
ior Fellow, Technological Lead-
ership Institute, Univ. of Minne-

sota;  as well as Jean-Yves Rog-
er of the European Commission. 
Christine I. Caly-Sanchez, Asso-
ciate Director/Project Manager of 
the Miami-Florida Jean Monnet 
Center of Excellence, and  
BILAT USA 4.0. and PICASSO 
Project partner, participated in 
the event. 
 

► Video of the Symposium  and  its 
sessions are available on the Wilson Cen-
ter website and YouTube. 
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   2nd Annual Transatlantic  

Symposium on ICT and Policy 

Wilson Center—Washington, D.C 

                                06/18-19/2018 

From left to right: Svetlana Klessova, Tariq Samad, Anne Bowser 

PICASSO Team, organizer of the symposium, and speakers 

About the Wilson Center: the 
Woodrow Wilson International 
Center for Scholars, chartered by 
Congress, is the US key non-
partisan policy forum and one of 
the leading institution for tackling 
global issues through independent 
research and dialogue to inform 
actionable ideas on global issues. 
wisloncenter.org  
 

About the PICASSO initiative: 
PICASSO brings together EU and 
US community with the aim of re-
inforcing EU-US ICT collaboration 
in pre-competitive research in key 
enabling technologies related to 
societal challenges of common 
interest – 5G Networks, Big Data, 
Internet of Things and Cyber 
Physical Systems – and to support 
the EU-US ICT policy dialogue. 
picasso-project.eu  
 

The Miami-Florida Jean Monnet 
Center of Excellence, FIU is 
proud to be one of  the three 
American and 7 European Part-
ners in the project PICASSO “ICT 
Policy, Research and Innovation 
for a Smart Society: towards new 
avenues in EU-US ICT collabora-
tion”. 

https://www.wilsoncenter.org/event/2nd-annual-transatlantic-symposium-ict-and-policy
https://www.wilsoncenter.org/event/2nd-annual-transatlantic-symposium-ict-and-policy
https://www.youtube.com/watch?list=PLzM1iiQhVrdEBVrorAUayaDTl88g-Nd52&time_continue=4&v=pUNEiIs-8OU
https://www.wilsoncenter.org/
http://www.picasso-project.eu
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Florida International University 
Modesto A. Maidique Campus 
11200 SW 8th Street, SIPA 517 
Miami, FL 33199 

 
 

  Dr. Markus Thiel 
Director 
E-mail: thielm@fiu.edu 

 

 Christine I. Caly-Sanchez 
Associate Director /Project 
Manager 
Phone: (305) 348-5949 
Fax: (305) 348-1013 
E-mail: calyc@fiu.edu 

 

All of us at the Miami-Florida Jean Monnet Center of Excellence  

want to thank all of our faculty, students and friends for participating in 

our events this year.  

For details please visit: miamieuc.fiu.edu  - Events 

 or contact Christine I. Caly-Sanchez at calyc@fiu.edu 

The activities of the Miami-Florida Jean Monnet Center of 
Excellence will continue in fall 2018.  
 
In the meantime, all of the MFJMCE team members wish 
you a great summer and look forward to seeing you all next 
fall! 


