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PROGRAM 
 
 

Social inclusion & societal diversity are some of the key challenges in the EU in a post-pandemic 

age and thus they have been highlighted as important issues for political action, including in the 

special ‘European Year of Youth 2022’ & the European Diversity Month initiative. Yet there are 

a lot of competing exclusions (based on poverty, ethnicity/race, sexuality/gender etc.) that need 

to be addressed, and the question of best legal, political and activist practices looms large. This 

virtual conference aims to highlight and debate the complexities surrounding social inclusion and 

diversity in two 90min panels with international experts from politics, academia and civil 

society.  

• 10:00 – 11:30 am: What do we talk about if we talk about inclusion & diversity in 

Europe? 
Panel I focuses on the conceptualization of social inclusion and societal diversity in the EU, how 

it manifests in societal and political exclusions of ethnic, social and gender & sexual minorities, 

and how these can be addressed through activism and politics. 

• 1:00 pm – 2:30 pm: Politics & Policies Surrounding Inclusion and Diversity in the EU 
Panel II focuses in particular on ways to rectify multiple, intersectional inequalities in the EU 

and how to best create new strategies and policies to promote socio-political access, diminish 

discrimination and encourage active citizenship 
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Wednesday, March 23, 2022 
 

10:00 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. Panel I: What do we talk about if we talk about inclusion  

                                                        diversity in Europe 
 

 

Panel I focuses on the conceptualization of social inclusion and societal diversity in the EU, how it 

manifests in societal and political exclusions of ethnic, social and gender & sexual minorities, and 

how these can be addressed through activism and politics. 

 

Welcome & Opening Remarks:  
 

Markus Thiel, Ph.D 
Associate Professor, Politics & International Relations, and  

Director, Miami-Florida Jean Monnet Center of Excellence, FIU 

Steven J. Green School of International & Public Affairs  

Florida International University 
 

 

 

Moderator:  Dr. Markus Thiel, Associate Professor, Politics & International Relations, and 

Director, Miami-Florida Jean Monnet Center of Excellence, FIU, Steven J. Green 

School of International & Public Affairs, Florida International University 
 

 

➢ Mariely López-Santana, Ph.D. 

Associate Professor 

Director, Political Science Graduate Program 

Schar School of Policy and Government 

George Mason University 

Understanding Social Inclusion: Challenges to European Welfare States in the 21st Century 

 

➢ Silja Markulla 

President 

European Youth Forum Brussels 

Youth Inclusion and Societal Diversity 

 

➢ Joyce Marie Mushaben, Ph.D. 

Adjunct Faculty member in the BMW Center for German & European Studies, 

Georgetown University 

Curator’s Distinguished Professor of Comparative Politics (Emerita), University of 

Missouri-St. Louis 

International Advisor Board of Gender5Plus 
Gender Equality in the European Union 
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1:00 p.m. – 2:30 p.m.  Panel II: Politics & Policies Surrounding Inclusion & Diversity  

                                      in the EU 
 

Panel II focuses in particular on ways to rectify multiple, intersectional inequalities in the EU and how 

to best create new strategies and policies to promote socio-political access, diminish discrimination and 

encourage active citizenship 

Moderator: Dr. Markus Thiel, Associate Professor, Politics & International Relations, and Director, 

Miami-Florida Jean Monnet Center of Excellence, FIU, Steven J. Green School of 

International & Public Affairs, Florida International University 

 

➢ Barbara Sgouraki Kinsey, Ph.D.  

Associate Professor 

School of Politics, Security, and International Affairs 

University of Central Florida 

Anti-immigrant Contexts and Political Participation of Noncitizen Immigrant Minorities: 

Evidence from Belgium 

 
 

➢ Romain Pasquier, Ph.D.  

Director of Research CNRS 

CNRS Professor  

Laboratoire Arènes – Chaire “Territoire et Mutation de l’action publique” 

Science-Po Rennes / Direction de la Recherche 

Social policies and poverty: the challenges of multilevel governance in the European Union 

 

 

➢ Nils Ringe, Ph.D. 

Professor, Department of Political Science 

Director, Jean Monnet EU Center for Comparative Populism 

University of Wisconsin-Madison 

Multi-lingualism and Political Participation in European Societies 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

            Made possible through generous support from the European Commission  


