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Local Florida Euro Challenge Competltlon 2023
Tuesday, March 28, 2023 | 8:00 a.m.—5:30 p.m. | FIU

From left to right: Maria Lorca-Susino, Lukas Danner, Gloria Guzman Chrlstlne Caly-Sanchez Volker Anding

As part of our grant, on March 28, the Miami-
Florida Jean Monnet Center of Excellence was proud
to hold in-person the local Florida Euro Challenge
Competition after three years of virtual competition due
to the pandemic. This is the 17th year in which the
Preliminary Round-Competition has taken place at
Florida International University and the 16th year that
the Miami-Florida Jean Monnet Center of Excellence
partners with the Federal Reserve Bank of Atlanta-
Miami Branch. Nine schools from Miami-Dade,

Broward, Palm Beach and Alachua Counties
participated in this year’s competition on site at Florida
International University, and two schools from Palm
Beach County presented via video conference at FIU
on March 28 afternoon.

The competition draws 9th and 10th grades high
school students who have a variety of academic
interests, including law, international relations,
economics, and the humanities. In addition to their
normal course work, students must find time to form
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Local Florida Euro ChaIIenge Competltlon 2023
Tuesday, March 28, 2023 | 8:00 a.m.—5:30 p.m.

|llﬂ

Benjamin High School: 1st Place

teams (three to five students), research their respective
economic problem topics at the country level (among
the 20 EU member countries that have adopted the
Euro so far), identify policies for responding to that
problem, and practice their presentations. Students
chose the following economic problem topics this year:

¢ What Role Does Fiscal Policy Play in Promoting
Economic Growth?

e Managing Migration Flows

¢ Inequality, Social Mobility and the Gender Gap

¢ Innovating for Long-Term Growth and the Future of
Work

e Reducing Energy Dependence on Russia

“We've been preparing for the competition for about a
year, and are thrilled to compete in-person and present
our project Reducing Energy Dependence on Russia
and Slovakia,” said one of the students.

In addition to students from local schools, the
competition also draws leading figures in the
community and diplomats to serve as judges, among
them, Dr. Volker Anding, Ret. Ambassador of
Germany; and Gloria Guzman, Senior Economic &
Financial Education Specialist at the Federal Reserve
Bank of Atlanta Miami Branch; Aside from the students’
knowledge of the facts and figures pertaining to EU
member states, the euro, economies and politics, the
judges also take into account the team members’ ability
to clearly communicate with one another.

“Each year, the presentations get better and better. As
judges, we’re looking for their understanding and
management of the concepts and economic indicators
of their countries, as well as their presentations, the

Florida Atlantic University High School: 2nd place

flow of the overall presentation, and their ability to work
as a team,” said Volker Anding, a repeat competition-
judge and Ret. German Ambassador.

Four schools were selected in Miami to advance to the
national competition in New York this year. The 2023
winners of the preliminary round were Benjamin High
School (team 1), followed by Florida Atlantic University
High School (Team 1), PK Yonge High School (3rd
place), and Benjamin High School (Team 2). Those
four teams were proud to advance and represent
Florida at the national final held in New York on April
24, 2023.

The Miami-Florida Jean Monnet Center of Excellence
has been participating in this wonderful project since
the beginning. Christine |. Caly-Sanchez, Associate
Director at the MFJMCE, is the recruiter and organizer
of the preliminary competition in Florida. She has very
proudly stated: “Since 2008, the Miami-Florida Jean
Monnet Center of Excellence has selected one hundred
sixteen Florida high schools from Miami-Dade,
Broward, Palm Beach, St. Lucie, Lee, Alachua and
Orange counties, and sent twenty-eight to New York to
compete nationally. One Hundred and sixty-one
students have gone to New York representing their
Florida schools. This competition has become a
showcase for our Florida schools, and it will continue to
grow due to the tremendous response we have
received from our local schools. We are extremely

proud of our schools in Florida.”
By Christine I. Caly-Sanchez

» More Information on the Euro Challenge, click here



https://www.euro-challenge.org
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Florida Atlantic University HS team and teacher Robin Barkes on the left and PK Yonge HS team on the right

Following regional contests, 25 HS teams from
across the country ftravelled to New York City to
participate in the national Euro Challenge semi-finals
hosted at PineBridge Investments and the final round on
April 24. Among them, our four teams from Florida HS
were thrilled and proud to have been selected at the local
Florida Euro Challenge Competition on March 28 in
Miami, and participate in the national competition in New
York and represent Florida. In total 17 students and 4
teachers from Florida. For some of the students, it was
their first experience in New York, and for them, it was an
unforgettable trip and experience, “a one life opportunity.”

Benjamin High School — Team 1 presented What Role
does Fiscal Policy Play in Promoting Economic Growth
and Germany; Team 2: Reducing Energy Dependence in
Slovakia; Florida Atlantic University high school presented
Managing Migration Flows and Slovakia; and PK Yonge
HS presented: France and Managing Migration Flows.

Students were impressed by the level of the competition
and the opportunity to present their economic challenge
and European country before a panel of prestigious
judges from the European community: ambassadors,
consuls, EU Delegation officials, financial and economic
experts. Among them, Ben Carliner, Senior Economist at
the Delegation of the European Union to the U.S., Bruce
Kasman, Chief Economist and Head of Global Economic
Research at JP Morgan Chase & Co, and Jennifer
Olmsted, Professor of Economics at Drew University,
New Jersey. This year's Euro Challenge also benefitted
from the presence of a special guest speaker: Moreno

Bertoldi, who founded the Euro Challenge and hosted its
very first edition back in 2006.

After a long day of competition for the 25 teams, all the
students were invited to the Recognition and Award
Reception at PineBridge Investments where His
Excellency Stavros Lambrinidis, Ambassador of the
European Union to the United States, announced the
finalists, and congratulated the five best teams and all
Euro Challenge participants for their remarkable
performances. “The Euro Challenge is a flagship priority
for the EU Delegation in the United States,” said
Ambassador Stavros Lambrinidis. “It promotes deeper
understanding in the next generation of young
policymakers on how the world’s two biggest open
economies function and intersect. And it is thus
indispensable for fortifying transatlantic ties during
especially turbulent times.”

Students showed great enthusiasm and presented
creative policy recommendations on complex challenges
the European Union faces as it dramatically reduces its
energy dependence on Russia, accelerates the transition
to renewable energy sources, and strengthens
transatlantic supply chains, to the benefit of the
European, the transatlantic, and the global economy.
“The intellectual commitment of the young students in
today’s competition makes me optimistic for the future of
transatlantic relations,” concluded Ambassador
Lambrinidis.

In Florida, we are looking forward to participating in next

year competition!
By Christine I. Caly-Sanchez
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EULUS

This year's 77 teams collectively represented high
schools from 21 States (Arkansas, Connecticut, District of
Columbia, Florida, Georgia, lllinois, Indiana, Louisiana,
Massachusetts,  Maryland, = Michigan, = Minnesota,
Mississippi, North Carolina, New Jersey, New York,
Pennsylvania, Texas, Virginia, Washington, and
Wisconsin). The five winning teams received monetary
awards generously provided by Moody's Foundation. The
first and second placed teams will also enjoy a trip to
Washington, DC, to present their recommendations to the
embassy of the country they researched.

The Euro Challenge is a program launched and
supported by the Delegation of the European Union to the
United States, and is managed on the Delegation's behalf
by Wlse (Working in Support of Education). The monetary
awards are funded through a grant from Moody’s
Foundation. Partners are BNP Paribas, Florida
International University, the University of Pittsburgh, the
University of lllinois, the University of Texas at Austin, the
University of Washington, the World Affairs Council of
Charlotte, the World Affairs Council of Seattle, and the
Federal Reserve Bank of Atlanta (Miami Branch).

“The Euro Challenge is a flagship priority for the EU
Delegation in the United States,” said Ambassador
Stavros  Lambrinidis. “It promotes deeper
understanding in the next generation of young
policymakers on how the world’s two biggest open
economies function and intersect. And it is thus
indispensable for fortifying transatlantic ties during
especially turbulent times.”

ALLENGE

His Excellency Ambassador Stavros Lambrinidis, Ambassador of the European Union to the United States

National Euro Challenge Competition in New York | April 24, 2023

Students from Mount Saint Mary Academy
(NJ) Won 2023 Euro Challenge

Five High School Teams Received Awards for
Their Euro Knowledge

1st place: Students from Mount Saint Mary
Academy in New Jersey, won the final round
of this year's Euro Challenge competition

2nd place: Mt.
Maryland

Hebron High School in

3rd place: School of Business and Manage-
ment in Texas

4th place: in
Connecticut

Wethersfield High School

5th place York Community High School in
Hlinois

» More Information on the Euro Challenge, click here



https://www.euro-challenge.org
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Our Florida students arrived in New York one day before
the Euro Challenge competition and enjoyed visiting New York

. At Central Park in New York
In front of The Freedom Tower in New York

Pictures shared by Florida Atlantic University HS Team
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PK Yonge Development Research HS: Maria Gerber, Esther Cruz, Linda Belletti, Valerie Andrade, Moo Nam Wometcha

High School students shared their experiences
with us during the Euro Challenge Competition.

P.K.Yonge Development Research High School

Valerie Andrade

P.K. Yonge Developmental Research High
School

10th grade

Being part of the Euro Challenge competi-
tion was a very eye opening opportunity, and exposed me
to topics | was previously not aware of. To start off the
learning process requires you to choose a country and
problem that you and your team wants to research.
Throughout the span of a couple of months you and your
teammates research and educate yourselves on the eco-
nomic situation in the Euro Area as well as basic eco-
nomic factors that you may not have known, such as in-
flation, GDP, and unemployment. Further on, you also
research the reasons that are causing the problem you
choose (in our case migration flows) and how it affects
your country. You look for efficient and innovative solu-
tions to solve this problem that will both benefit your
economy and your citizens. As you are doing all this re-
search you need to work together with your team, as
those are the people who you depend on to help you re-
search and present your findings. You slowly start to ac-
cumulate all this information into a presentation that will
educate the listener of the situation at hand as well as
grabs there attention and has a good flow. The Euro
Challenge organization provides many helpful resources
such as an orientation zoom meeting to cover the basic
topics of economics and other zoom meetings that has us
brainstorming diplomatic solutions to common problems
in countries such as low birth rates. They also had many
slides on their website that describe the economic situa-

PAGE 40
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Future of Franc

tion in the Euro area more in depth, which in my case
were very helpful in grasping economic concepts such as
brain drain and what to do in the case of high/low infla-
tion.

Being part of the Euro challenge had many benefits but
one of the major ones for me was the opportunity to learn
about economics. In my school there are no economic
courses available for underclassmen and through middle
and high school we don’t go very in depth into the topic.
By being part of the Euro challenge, | was able to learn a
great deal about economics and it is something that I'm
extremely interested in. | plan to take further courses in
economics while | dual enroll which will allow me to take
my education to the next level. The Euro challenge also
allowed me to learn about countries other than my own,
and showed me insight on their economic and govern-
mental problems. | learned about their past, present, and
what they plan to do in the future regarding their citizen
and economics policies. | learned by putting myself in
government official shoes that there is much you need to
take into consideration when making a policy/decision.
You have to think about how it will benefit people, why
people will be motivated to follow it, and how it will affect
the country’s economy. I’'m proud to say that the Euro
challenge has inspired me to continue to have a part in
the decision and policy making for countries, more specif-
ically the United States.

Overall Euro Challenge has taught me many lessons, as
well as opened my eyes to a whole different chapter of
education (economics in Europe). | was given the oppor-
tunity to learn about economics and the experience of
brainstorming what to do in real life economic scenarios.
It's eye opening to be able to educate yourself on a place
that you are not familiar with and in turn it teaches you
many valuable lessons. It also taught me to work in a
group setting and how to support each other, forming
many strong connections with the members of my team.
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Linda Belletti
P.K. Yonge Developmental Research
School

“When | grow up, I'm going to New york.”
This is what seven-year-old me kept re-
peating to my grandma. | was constantly
letting dreams and fantasies about my future fill the long
wait, hoping they would one day all come true. But, as we
know, dreams don’t always pay the ticket to our destina-
tion. Until they do.

Participating in the Euro Challenge has not only given me
the opportunity to learn so much about the economy and
politics of Europe, but has also helped me to better un-
derstand the future of our world. It has provided me with
insight to think and reflect on the social, economic, and
political problems our generation has to soon face. How-
ever, through the Euro challenge, being able to see the
passion and fascination coming from a young group of
people has allowed me to realize that my generation is
made up of dreamers and doers.

In addition to the many travel opportunities | received,
Euro Challenge has also allowed me to grow as a person.
It has changed the way | perceive the world and the fu-
ture | see for myself both personally and career-wise.
Being able to portray an important political figure and
having the confidence and courage to present our ideas
to high-class, educated adults was such a life-changing
moment for me. This opportunity has allowed me to un-
derstand why | am so attracted to the way a society func-
tions economically, politically, and environmentally. Hav-
ing the chance to understand and learn the way adults
solve problems today has made me want to strive to work
just as hard to make a better tomorrow for myself, my
generation, and the future to come. And for this, | am
grateful.

Remembering my walk through those New York streets, |
can only encourage others to participate in this amazing,
once in a lifetime opportunity. And although there will
never be enough words to describe how much | have
appreciated this experience, | will forever be grateful for
the person it has made me grow into today.

Esther Cruz

P.K. Yonge Developmental Research
School

11th grade

When my teacher talked to me about be-
ing part of the Euro Challenge, | can say
with all certainty that | had no idea of eve-
rything that would be involved and, over-
all, how unique the experience would be. This opportunity
is something | will definitely remember as one of the high-
lights of my 11th-grade year.

One word | can use to describe preparing for the Euro
Challenge is enriching. Thanks to the competition, |
learned about the situation and reality of many European
countries, specifically those members of the European
Union. Before entering the competition, | was unaware of
how important and beneficial the European Union is for
its continent and the world. What has amazed me the
most is the single market policy the EU makes use of, as
it allows not only goods and services but also people to
move freely around 27 European countries. Through re-
search, | immersed myself in current political and social
situations that some European countries were and are
currently going through and how their governments act to
create efficient solutions. For example, | became aware
of how France's citizens are participating in protests
against the retirement age increase, why they are doing
it, and how its government is acting toward them. | men-
tion this as evidence of how the Euro Challenge opens
the door to being conscious of outside struggles that can
eventually affect our countries. We can learn from others'
difficulties to help prevent them from happening to our-
selves.

Furthermore, as my team's topic involved understanding
migration flows, | learned how population movement sig-
nificantly impacts the economy, education, industry, and
many other sectors of a country. A big part of the Euro
Challenge was getting in the shoes of those whose every-
day job is to address and effectively tackle the problems
regarding these sectors. So for our presentation, we de-
cided that each team member would impersonate an im-
portant political figure for France and the EU. | chose to
be France's Prime Minister, Elizabeth Borne, and over
time learned about her role and planned for it. Doing this
opened my understanding of how politicians and their
decisions are crucial for the development of a country.
Moreover, using terms such as inflation and GDP, which
were unfamiliar to me before, eventually became easy to
comprehend and analyze. With this came learning how to
interpret graphs and identify rates of increases and de-
creases. To conclude, the Euro Challenge brought many
benefits to my academic and personal life. Learning new
concepts, working with a team, bringing ideas to the ta-
ble, and thoroughly studying a script are things that help
me grow my character during the competition process.
Undoubtedly, it was an experience | could recommend to
everyone who wants to expand their knowledge and use
their problem-solving skills in practice.

CHALLENGE S

Launched in 2006, Euro Challenge is an exciting
educational opportunity for 9th and 10th grade high
school students to learn about the European Union
(EVU) and the euro.

» More Information on the Euro Challenge, click here



https://www.euro-challenge.org
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Moo Nam Wometcha

.K. Yonge Developmental Research
"B School

B 10th grade

My name is Moo Nam Wometcha, a 10th
grader who attended the Euro Challenge

d under the supervision of Mr. Hasan, Mrs.
Santiago, and Mrs. Monzon. The Euro Challenge was pro-
posed to us on March 15th and the date to qualify for state
was on March 26th. The topic we were given pertained to
the Migration Flows in France and what solutions we dis-
covered to solve the issue.

As we look into France’s migration flows, we found lots of
issues regarding overpopulation, unemployment rates, and
working-class citizens. Our first issue was to tackle unem-
ployment rates since it would seem that with the amount of
immigration into France (over the last 20 years since 2022,
immigration has equated to around 2.3 million) there would
be a significantly smaller percentage however unemploy-
ment rates equaled to a record low of 6.1% (around 4 mil-
lion people in France). A solution to this issue is to have
the immigrants work in jobs with high unemployment rates
like the medical industry. We would fund their stay but
would direct them to live in cities with the least population,
teach them the language to interact with everyone and
educate them in their respective fields. In return, they will
work for 7 years but would be given a work visa. Once the
visa expires, we would send them back to their homeland
where they could help build their economy as well. This
would tie in the unemployment and migration issues how-
ever regarding overpopulation, this would only increase the
amount of people living in France so to tackle this predica-
ment, we will integrate quotas towards the top 5 countries
that make up the most migration to France (Algeria, Moroc-
co, Spain, Tunisia, and ltaly). Instead of just leaving the
immigrants to stay in their countries, we would redirect
them to countries in the EU that have the least migration
rate like Luxembourg and Malta, we would also send them
to countries with a higher percentage of old people like
Italy. This is to help build their economy and also strength-
en the EU economy as they are currently facing high infla-
tion.

Lots of information was gathered throughout the group, it
took research and studying about countries outside of
America and their current situation. | will greatly recom-
mend the Euro Challenge as it shows a different perspec-
tive to how life is and problems those countries are facing.
I've already started spreading awareness of the Euro Chal-
lenge in the hopes of getting more people to join as it's
extremely informative about countries in the European Un-
ion. Trying to find solutions to problems these countries
were facing was extremely exciting yet challenging. Figur-
ing out a way to tie in all of the problems to find a solution
both long term and short term was difficult but, in the end, if
these solutions were implemented it would, it will most like-
ly work. This was the first Euro Challenge | have ever at-
tended but | still learned so much about the world and I'm
grateful that | was able to be a part of this journey.

Fernanda Salomon Del Blanco
Florida Atlantic University High School
9th grade

4 From learning more about the European
I8 economy to the team-building process to
the great opportunity to travel to New York
to do it all Euro Challenge was a fantastic
experience. My team and | greatly enjoyed
the process of creating and researching a presentation on
the migration flows of Slovakia, the Euro Challenge allowed
us to explore new ideas and careers as we learned about
influences to the economy, it also helped build new relation-
ships with officials in the country’s government as well as
fostering relationships with people within our school and
other participants. | am looking forward to possibly partici-
pating again next year and am incredibly thankful for being
afforded the opportunity of taking part in this wonderful
event.

Gracie Plonisch
Florida Atlantic University High School
9th grade

B | participate in Euro Challenge. It was really
an enlightening experience, and | loved
getting to research and present on the Euro
Area economy. | enjoyed using our
knowledge from our research on the Euro Area economy
and the economy of our country, Slovakia, to create solu-
tions to improve their migration flows, since our topic was
Managing Migration Flows. This experience has opened up
my world view and allowed me to learn more about the Eu-
ro Area economy as well as the sort of jobs that could even-
tually be available for me to pursue. Thank you.

Nathanael Lecky
Florida Atlantic University High School
10th grade

My name is Nathanael Lecky and over the
past couple of months, | have had the
pleasure of being able to participate in the
Euro Challenge. Through this fantastic op-
portunity, | was able to further my
knowledge of the Euro Area and Slovakia in general. This
challenge allowed me to improve my public speaking skills,
trained me to think under pressure, and most importantly
taught me how to manage working with a team. As a soph-
omore, this was my last year to participate in the Euro Chal-
lenge, but the experience gained through it will follow me
throughout the remainder of high school and will undoubt-
edly translate into my professional career. | would highly
encourage everyone to take up this challenge and become
better versed in the world of economics and international
relations.




