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Student Orientations 

2022 Euro Challenge 



History of the European Union 
- Half a Century of Change and Progress 
 

How does the European Union function?  
- A Unique Institutional Structure 

 

The ϵuro Currency and the Monetary Union 
- United in Diversity 

 

The European Union and the United States 
- Partners in Global Leadership 
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Outline of the Presentation 



A supranational governance: not a super-state to 
replace existing states, nor just an organization for 
international cooperation. 
 
A unique institution ς Member States voluntarily 
cede national sovereignty in many areas to carry out 
common policies and governance. 
 
Shared values: liberty, democracy, respect for human 
rights and fundamental freedoms and the rule of 
law. 
 
²ƻǊƭŘΩǎ Ƴƻǎǘ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎŦǳƭ ƳƻŘŜƭ ŦƻǊ ŀŘǾŀƴŎƛƴƎ ǇŜŀŎŜ 
and democracy (2012 Nobel Peace Prize winner). 

3 

What is the European Union? 
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The EU and the US Compared 

28 Member States 

/50 
 

510 million combined population  

24 official languages 

22% of global GDP 

20% of global exports and imports 

4.3 million km2 total 

surface area 

SURFACE 

SURFACE 
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1945 ï Europe's Year Zero 

Å Millions of people had lost their lives 

Å Large population movements across states 

Å Industry and infrastructure had been devastated 

Å Food shortages  

The End of World War II 
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In 1948 the US launched the Marshall Plan, an initiative to aid post-World War II reconstruction in 
Europe. Benefiting Western European countries and the US, it set up the European Organization 
for Economic Cooperation (EOEC) to manage reconstruction aid. 

In 1949 the USSR reacts by setting up the Council for Mutual Economic Assistance (COMECON), an 
alternative economic organization aimed at enhancing economic cooperation amongst countries of 
the eastern block.  

Images: National Archives of the United States, German Federal Archive  

1948 ï 1949: A split continent 

 

The Iron Curtain Descends 


